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F O R E W O R D

I  a m  d e l i g h t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  y o u  t h e  f i r s t  e d i t i o n  o f  C o n n e c t i o n s  –  t h e  p r e m i e r  s t u d e n t

m a g a z i n e  f r o m  T h e  B r i t i s h  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  D u b a i .

I  b e l i e v e  i f  I  t e l l  y o u  a  l i t t l e  s t o r y  a b o u t  h o w  t h e  t i t l e  c a m e  t o  b e ,  y o u  w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  i t s

p u r p o s e  a n d  i t s  v a l u e .  T h e  c o n c e p t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e a l i s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  m o r e  t o

s u b m i t t e d  a s s i g n m e n t s  t h a n  j u s t  b e i n g  m e r e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p a s s i n g  m o d u l e s .  T h i s  w a s

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r  f o r  s t u d e n t s  t a k i n g  i n t r o d u c t o r y  m o d u l e s  i n  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w h o s e  c u r i o s i t y

a n d  c r e a t i v i t y  p r o d u c e d  w r i t t e n  p i e c e s  f u l l  o f  r e m a r k a b l e  i d e a s  a n d  i n s i g h t f u l  t h o u g h t s .  A

p h i l o s o p h y - b a s e d  m a g a z i n e  ( w i t h  a  w o r k i n g  t i t l e  A  P r i o r i )  s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  f o r m .  S e v e r a l

m e e t i n g s  l a t e r  t h e  e d i t o r i a l  t e a m  g r e w ,  a n d  w i t h  i t  c a m e  w i d e r  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  u s e f u l

s u g g e s t i o n s .  T h e  f o c u s  o f  t h e  m a g a z i n e  e v o l v e d  f r o m  b e i n g  p h i l o s o p h y - c e n t r e d  t o  b e i n g

b a s e d  o n  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  m a d e  o f  a n d  f r o m  i d e a s ;  t h u s  C o n n e c t i o n s  w a s  b o r n .

C o n n e c t i o n s  c a r r i e s  b i t e - s i z e d  a r t i c l e s  r i c h l y  p a c k e d  w i t h  t h o u g h t - p r o v o k i n g  i d e a s ,

a u t h o r e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  B U i D ’ s  s t u d e n t s .  I t  i s  a  n e t w o r k  o f  b r i g h t  m i n d s  s h a r i n g  t h e i r

e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  s p a r k i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c u r i o s i t y .  Y o u  w i l l  a l s o  f i n d  t h a t  C o n n e c t i o n s  h a s  t h e

a m b i e n c e  o f  B U i D  i t s e l f .  R e a d i n g  t h r o u g h  i t  i s  l i k e  t a k i n g  a  s t r o l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d

h a v i n g  l i v e l y  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  i t s  s t u d e n t s  a n d  s t a f f .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  s t a f f  w h o  c a m e  u p  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  A  P r i o r i  a n d  t h e  l a t e r  e d i t o r s

w h o  d e v e l o p e d  i t  i n t o  C o n n e c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  D e a n  o f  R e s e a r c h  w h o  l e a d s  t h e

e d i t o r i a l  t e a m .

I  h o p e  y o u  e n j o y  r e a d i n g  C o n n e c t i o n s  a s  m u c h  a s  w e  e n j o y e d  c r e a t i n g  i t .  
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Welcome to the inaugural issue of BUiD Connections: a student centric
publication aimed at showcasing the work of BUiD students. 

The British University in Dubai in an attempt to further foster and
strengthen its outreach to the wider community has embarked on a
journey towards the establishment of a student centric magazine
publication – which we hope will embed itself into our institutional legacy
for generations to come. What better way to do this than by adding a
medium to connect the hearts and minds of our students to their extended
social ecosystems. In doing so, promising, young and talented individuals
are given the opportunity to raise cultural, philosophical, and scientific
issues that appeal to a multitude of tastes and interests. They are
attempting to connect with you intellectually and creatively, whilst
preserving local traditions and respecting UAE culture.

The challenge of creating such a magazine was not in the generation of
content but rather making a selection from the many great pieces we
received from all areas of the University. In the end, the Editorial Board
agreed to make it a multifaceted magazine to cater to the varied yet distinct
tastes of our intended readership. Herein, you will find articles that are
reflective of modern interpretations of philosophy, sustainability articles,
book reviews, faculty blogs, as well as other exciting sections covering our
achievements and activities. 

Using the magazine inauguration as an occasion, I would like to thank many
people who facilitated the creation of this publication. Firstly, thanks go to
Professor Abdullah Alshamsi - Vice Chancellor of the British University in
Dubai for his unwavering support in mobilising all the needed resources
and efforts to achieve this milestone. Special thanks goes to Dr Ghassan
Dabbour and Rawy Thabet who conceived the idea of publishing the
magazine and championed its creation from beginning to end. This
magazine will also not be possible without the contributions from all
faculties, administrative staff, and students for which we are thankful. 

Last but certainly not least the Editorial Board of the magazine exerted
unsurmountable efforts in the preparation of this inaugural edition. As
such, let me introduce to you our editorial team who through their
combined efforts made this a reality: Dr Farzana Asad Mir, Dr Ghassan
Dabbour, Rawy Thabet, Dr Joe Hazzam, Danielle Wilson-Gulston, Nadine
Markiz and Nada Altaher. I would also like to thank Dr Hanan Taleb for her
contribution to this issue.

As the Editor in Chief it is with great honour that I present to you BUiD
Connections, please enjoy reading and do not hesitate to participate or
offer feedback to improve your experience in the next edition.

Until then, please stay safe, and stay connected!

INTRODUCING  CONNECTIONS

Dr Khalid Almarri
Editor-in-Chief



RAMADANRAMADAN    MubarakMubarak



BOOK REVIEW: 
SHOE DOG BY PHIL KNIGHT
by Majid Alamoudi 

Phil Knight! The person who proved that life is all about
finding what you love to do and then working hard to
achieve your goals. If you have never heard of the
author before then at least you should read about his
amazing life story in his memoir ‘Shoe Dog’. In his book,
Phil Knight reveals to the readers that one should not
waste a day in his life doing something that he hates.
This is demonstrated in his story from the time he was a
teenager until when the company he co-founded with
Bill Bowerman, Nike, became a multi-billion-dollar
brand. 

Phil had always been a shy, young boy. He always woke
up without knowing what to do during the day.
However, in his early twenties, he realised that he had a
passion for shoes since he was a fast runner in school.
He had a hard time trying to find shoes that he liked.
This presented the perfect opportunity for him. He
travelled all the way to Japan to import shoes to the US
so that he could resell them in his hometown Portland,
Oregon. Phil would sell shoes to runners out of his car
trunk. Within no time, he started receiving a lot of
orders. He decided to form a company called ‘Blue
Ribbon’ which would later be renamed ‘Nike’. Within a
few months, sales sky-rocketed to millions of dollars.
The company was like his baby. He would stay up all
night trying to design the shoes with his colleagues.
After about eight years, the company went public and
endorsed multiple sports players to promote the
company. The rest is history. Who does not know Nike
today? 

These are the two quotes from the book that made me
view everything in life in a positive perspective: 
"Life is growth. You grow or you die."
"When you see only problems, you're not seeing
clearly."

I admire the book so much because it shows the
rewards of hard work. Phil went through many ups and
downs but never gave up. He had a lot of debt when he
was young but this did not stop him from achieving his
dream of building a successful shoe company.
Eventually, Phil donated hundreds of millions of dollars
to charity organisations. 

I have been searching for my passion for months and I
have finally found what I would love doing for the rest
of my life, thanks to this book. I recommend this book
to all teenagers who do not know what they would
want to do in the future. It is also a must-read for
people who would like to become entrepreneurs
because the book shows what to expect in the journey
of entrepreneurship.

 
"When you see only

problems, you’re not seeing
clearly.” 
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Has it ever crossed your mind that a children's book
could be a grown-up's favorite? I've always thought
that children’s books are focused more on happy
endings and fairytales. However, the book that I will be
talking about is worth much more than any other book
that I have read. It is a children’s book, but I believe that
grown-ups will enjoy it just as much. The book is
entitled “The Little Prince” by Antoine de Saint-
Exupéry. The tale begins with a pilot who crashed his
airplane in the Sahara Desert. He was stranded there
for a period of time until the day he met the Little
Prince. Days went on and the Little Prince talked about
the magical adventures he has been through, meeting
different types of grown-ups. This story gives emphasis
to how adults miss out on the best things in life, since
they focus more on figures and matters of
consequence. Their mind becomes so focused on
gaining riches and power that they forget about the
little things that makes life truly exceptional. 

As we enter a new phase of our life, we tend to give
more importance to having a stable and successful
career in the industry someday. However, this book
opened my eyes to see that little things are what make
our life extraordinary, and through this tale, I have
learned to treasure these moments as they are bound
to last a lifetime. It shed light on seeing the world in a
magnificent way, being more imaginative, creative, and
carefree. 

"All grown−ups were once children − although few of
them remember it” 

This quote shows that as we grow up, our mind
becomes clouded with all the responsibilities that are
being put in front of us. We are expected to revolve our
world into creating a successful and stable life, but
what we don’t realise is that time runs out eventually.
It’s either now or never, that we learn to indulge in the
sweet moments. It doesn’t matter whether it is the little
things or the big things, because at the end of the day,
what’s important is that we create memories with the
people we love the most and enjoy the essence of life.
Just like how we used to be when we were young and
carefree as a child. 

“It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is
essential is invisible to the eye." 

As humans, we tend to look at the surface of things but
fail to look beyond what we actually see. This quote
tells us that we need to look beyond the surface
because true beauty lies within. The eye is not made to
see everything that exists because it is the heart’s duty
to show us how wonderful and valuable a thing truly is.
We do see the beauty of things, but it is the heart that
lets us appreciate its true beauty.

BOOK REVIEW: 
T H E  L I T T L E  P R I N C E  B Y  A N T O I N E  D E
S A I N T - E X U P É R Y
by Danica A. Racraquin 
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A  P R I O R I  &  A  P O S T E R I O R I

Within the philosophy of  knowledge (epistemology),  there are

two concepts that are of  immense importance to studying how

knowledge is  created or assumed in our minds:  a  priori  and a

posteriori .  Simply put,  knowledge that we achieve through

reason before experiential  evidence is  a  priori  knowledge;  and

knowledge we realise through experience is  a  posteriori

knowledge.  It ’s  easy to remember which is  which:  before

experience -  a  priori ,  and after experience -  a  posteriori .  Let’s

i l lustrate this  using some intuitive examples.  If  I  have 5 apples

and I  give you 3,  then regardless of  any experiential  evidence,

you would know that I  have 2 apples left  with me.  This

conclusion was not reached by you searching for how many

apples are there left  in my bag,  but rather,  by your use of

reasoning.  Now consider another scenario.  How can you

certainly know if  the weather outside is  cold right now? You

could reason that since yesterday was cold and that since we

are sti l l  in  the winter season,  it  must be cold outside.  But that

is  not a guarantee.  It  could,  for any number of  reasons,  be

warm outside.  So your best option is  to actually open the

windows or go outside and experience it  for yourself .  This

particular scenario is  an example of  a  posteriori  knowing.

The difference between a priori  and a posteriori ,  although it

seems simple at  the f irst  impression,  starts to get muddy when

we dig in:  how can ‘experience’  accurately be defined for the

separation of  a  priori  and a posteriori  to hold? For instance

what makes a priori  independent of  experience? After al l ,  isn’t

reasoning some kind of  experience? Perhaps then it  is  better to

look for another way to distinguish a priori  and a posteriori

that does not involve experience.  

One such way is  related to the study of  ‘truth’ .  In metaphysics,

there are two types of  truths:  necessary and contingent.  We

label  a  proposition necessary if  it  is  a  statement that is  true in

all  possible situations.  For example,  the proposition that “he

was sick yesterday”,  is  a  contingent proposition,  because it  is

possible that he was not actually sick yesterday.

by Nishan Sanad  
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Can we apply the necessary/contingent distinction to the a

priori/posteriori  distinction respectively? Not exactly.  This

is  mainly because while the necessary/contingent

distinction is  metaphysical  in nature,  the a priori/posteriori

is  epistemological  in nature,  thus making the comparison

incomplete.  Therefore,  you can find some propositions to be

simultaneously necessary and posteriori .  The philosopher

Saul  Kripke for example pointed out that the proposition

“Water is  H2O” is  necessary (as there is  no way to falsify it)

and posteriori  knowledge (since we also had to derive it) .

Similarly,  some propositions can be simultaneously

contingent and a priori .  

If  the ‘experience’  distinction and the ‘truth’  distinction

does not work,  then maybe the ‘meaning’  distinction wil l .  In

l inguistics,  there are two kinds of  statements that can have

truth values;  the analytic  and the synthetic.  An analytic

statement is  when the predicate concept is  contained within

the subject concept.  So for example,  the statement “All

bachelors are unmarried” is  true because the word

‘bachelor’  contains the dictionary meaning of  ‘one who is

not married’ .  This  is  also called conceptual  containment and

can be equated to a priori  knowing.  Synthetic statements,

on the other hand,  are propositions in which the predicate

concepts actually add to the subject concept.  So for

example,  the proposition ‘My cat has green eyes’  does not

have the dictionary definition ‘green eyes’  contained within

the word ‘cat’ .  Synthetic statements may then be equated to

posteriori  knowing.  However,  this  equating of  a  priori/a

posteriori  with analytical/synthetic respectively also

proves to be erroneous.  This  is  because both a priori  and

posteriori  can be either analytical  or synthetic.  The master

philosopher Immanuel  Kant for example defines ‘synthetic a

priori ’  as  a  method of  logical  thinking.

It  seems that a priori  and posteriori  may very well  remain

an elusive subject within philosophy.  But this  does not

demotivate philosophers in any way,  in fact,  it  inspires them

to wander further.  So long as there is  mystery,  there is

wonder.  And that is  the true beauty of  philosophy.  

A  P R I O R I  &  A  P O S T E R I O R I

by Nishan Sanad  
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 " It ’s  easy to remember which is  which:

before experience -  a  priori ,  and after

experience -  a  posteriori ."
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CAN MACHINES
HAVE MINDS?

"Today, AI has become a
matter of interest to

everybody; especially
those who are convinced

that it may one day
overtake human

intelligence."
 
 

by Mhd Albani  

The definition of ‘Artificial Intelligence’ is pretty much in the title -
it is the synthetic mimicking of human cognition embedded within
machines through the magic of logic gates. These machines thus
exhibit the natural human behaviour of learning, adapting and
problem solving. 

With all its prowess, AI today is actually not powerful enough to
fully mimic the full cognitive abilities of human beings to be aware,
or to harness emotional intelligence, or to realise subjective sense
perception instead of objective sense data. The concept of AI has
been around since the 1940s and was initially thought of as a
model of mechanical calculative intelligence. Then, in 1956,
several of the most prominent researchers of AI made the
prediction that a machine as intelligent as a human being would
exist in less than a generation, and were therefore inspired to
initiate massive AI research projects to make that dream a reality.
Unfortunately however they realised that this was way harder
than they first thought it would be, and in 1973, much of these
projects were shutdown leading to what was later known as the
“AI Winter”. The interest in AI was then renewed into an all-time
high after machine learning was found to be beneficial to a variety
of industries outside cognitive sciences. Today, AI has become a
matter of interest to everybody; especially those who are
convinced that it may one day overtake human intelligence. 

If you believe that AI is that powerful, you can blame
entertainment media for the misdirection. Entertainment media
shows have for years misinterpreted what AI actually is and can
do. While this is good content for movies, AI is totally different in
real life. AI routines are mostly algorithmic focused designs
programmed to do particular tasks. Among AI scholars, this is
known as Weak AI. What movies portray, the AI  that knows all
and can do all, from driving to cooking to having a conversation, is
known as Strong AI. 

Let us suppose that Strong AI is likely to occur in the near future,
what could have made it possible? To understand this more we
need to first examine the nature of consciousness and mental
states.

C O N N E C T I O N S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  
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The future lives of conscious machines

Philosophers also argue that if machines were to
have some form of consciousness and mental states,
they should be entitled to some kind of machine
rights. What would machine rights look like then?
Will there be an organisation within the United
Nations that oversees and regulates polices of
machine rights? Will there be NGOs fighting for the
right to machine education (to update and upgrade
autonomously) and free healthcare (maintenance
and repairs)? Will your laptop have its own passport
and the right to vote? These questions may sound
whimsical today, but perhaps not so much so in the
future.

To summarise, I think that although machines are
unlikely to become conscious anytime soon;
nevertheless, with the current trend of progress
they are making, they eventually will be. Their form
of consciousness however will not be something we
can actually comprehend or put ourselves within. It
will be a new and strange kind of consciousness, so
alien to us, we may never be able to understand it.
When that day comes, we need to think about
machine rights; since they are conscious, they are
mostly likely autonomous as well, which means they
will have moral rights and moral obligations.

Understanding the nature of consciousness

In one intriguing study case of hemi-spatial neglect, a patient who
had suffered a stroke which left the right side of her brain damaged
was given two images of a house; in one image the house was
burning and in the other the house was not. When asked what the
difference between these two images is, she could not tell, as if they
were both identical to her. But when asked which one she would
prefer to live in, the patient always picked the house that was not
burning. Her brain was conscious of the burning house but it was as
if she was not fully aware of it. This gives us an idea of how deeply
seated within us consciousness really is. 

We as humans are aware of our internal thoughts, and of our body.
Our consciousness is the result of the brain processing all of the
inputs like smell, taste, vision, and touch and relaying this
information into centralised simplified models susceptible to control
and realisation of appropriate responses. For instance the brain sees
white light and perceives it without colour, although white light
includes wavelengths that corresponds to different colours. What
happens is, our brains oversimplifies the perception of the light to a
balance that is optimal to function. Likewise, the brain is aware of
the limbs and where they are at a given point but it does not keep
track of the individual muscles because that level of information is
not needed for us to function normally. 

Since consciousness is innate and so deeply seated, it is quite hard to
know if machines can have it. Some computer scientists argue that if
AI in a machine is powerful enough, it could generate consciousness
and cause machines to experience subjective feelings like knowing
where its limbs are relative to its body. But one may wonder, if at all
possible, how similar would those experiences be to those of a
human being?

The strange consciousness of AI machines

Scientists argue that machines would not ever reach the level of
consciousness that humans have. They base their statement on the
idea since science does not fully understand human consciousness,
technology can not completely recreate it into machines. The human
brain is a very large complex network of  neurons functioning
synchronously together, and while an artificial neural network is
possible to mimic the real brain, it can never be complex enough to
function in a manner that gives rise to consciousness in the human
sense. This however, does not eliminate the possibility of a rise of a
strange and new kind of consciousness in a machine sense. The
nature of a machine synthetic consciousness is very difficult to
imagine since humans can never experience any consciousness
other than their own, let alone a machine-based one. So machines
can have emotions and mental states, but just not the kind of
emotive and mental states that experience. 
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Aristotle’s rules of virtues seem to be lacking possible
solutions when there is a conflict between the
individual and his community or between the individual
and the governing body. For example, Aristotle himself
considered the Hellenistic conquest of neighbouring
nations to be virtuous. The virtue ethics encourages us
to behave well, but it does not show us how to do so. It
also focuses on the person’s actions, not the reasons
that lead to those actions. Similarly, Aristotle’s virtue
ethics are not helpful when faced with a certain tragedy
like the sinking of the Titanic. You simply cannot follow
the golden mean when faced with a life or death
situation. The captain needs to decide who lives or dies.
No amount of virtue ethics could solve such dilemmas.

Virtue ethics is a remarkable concept that can help
civilisations prosper and live in peace. However, it does
not really help solve an ethical dilemma. There are no
specific written rules or practical real-life guidelines
other than a theoretical ‘golden mean’. History has
shown us that the ‘golden mean’ changes from one era
to the next, and is different for different peoples.
Rather than being an objective rule for all peoples at all
times, virtue ethics depends on how people- embedded
in culture, society, and language- compromise on what
is the best action in a given moral dilemma. The ‘golden
mean’ is an excellent foundation for a moral theory, but
it needs to be built up into something more practical. 

Nicomachean Ethics is an all encompassing title given to
Aristotle’s works on morality and ethics. There is
disagreement on where the name ‘Nicomachean’ came
from. Some scholars suggest that since both of
Aristotle’s son and father were named Nicomachus,
Aristotle could have dedicated his book on ethics to
either his son or father.

To Aristotle, the central theme of being a moral person
is virtue. A virtuous person should aim for what
Aristotle called ‘the golden mean’ which is a mid-way
attitude of conduct between the two behavioural
extremes. For example, the extremes ‘cowardice’ and
‘rashness’ have the virtuous golden mean of ‘courage’.

The equivalent meaning of virtue in the Greek language
is ‘arete’ which could also be translated as ‘Excellence’.
Something is an ‘arete’ if it functions well and serves the
purpose for which it was created. The Greek word
‘ethos’, from which we derive the word ‘ethics,’ means
character. We learn to be virtuous by practicing virtue
and internalising it into a habit in our everyday life
rather than by rationalising its reasons and methods.
Aristotle’s ultimate goal is to describe the qualities that
an excellent character would possess through
experiencing moral matters and practicing virtuous
ethics. 

As Aristotle’s virtue ethics travelled the world, it has
attracted both proponents and opponents.
Nicomachean opponents wondered: What if you did
not live in a virtuous world with virtuous people? What
if you lived among people with different values? What
about the subjective concept of the greater good?

N I C O M A C H E A N
E T H I C S

"Virtue ethics is a remarkable concept
that can help civilisations prosper and
live in peace. However, it does not
really help solve an ethical dilemma."

by Omar Al Hashemi 
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Freewill is the basic idea that human beings are capable
of choosing between options and that their choice is
not predetermined by a prior cause. 

Casual Determinism is the basic idea that everything
has a cause.

Hard Determinism suggests that casual determinism is
true, and thus all human action and all human thought
are preceded by a cause. You may think that you chose
to make a cup of coffee, but in reality, you made a cup of
coffee because of neuro-chemical signals in your brain
that compelled you to do so. All events have a cause,
and all causes produce effects.

Choice is the option and the ability of having another
course of action to take. Thus, “no choice” is equivalent
to having no alternative, and “making a choice”
equivalent to deciding between alternatives. 

The question of whether both freewill and determinism are
somehow compatible has been discussed extensively
throughout the centuries. I shall start by defining the basic
philosophical concepts concerned with this topic before
delving deeper into the theories that follow from them. This
will bring simplicity and clarity to the counterintuitive
nature of this enigma. While reading through, if you feel
overwhelmed with confusion, you can always come back
here and remind yourself that:

COMPATIBILISM OF
FREEWILL &

DETERMINISM
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by Zina Abohaia  

Incompatablisim is the idea that hard determinism and
freewill are not compatible with each other. If the
world is deterministic, then freewill is an illusion.

Compatibilism is the idea that determinism and
freewill are somehow compatible with each other. In
other words, you can simultaneously have freewill
over your choices and yet have these choices
predetermined.

(1) If someone acts of their own freewill, then they had had
the ability to do another action;
(2) If determinism is true, no one can do other than what
one actually does;
(3) Therefore, if determinism is true, no one acts on their
own freewill.

Compatibilism may sound irrational. How can you have
two conflicting metaphysical forces be acting in harmony? 
According to Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, (2020)
the classical Incompatibilist Argument states that:

"Compatibilism may sound
irrational. How can you have
two conflicting metaphysical

forces acting in harmony?"
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There are several uneasy consequences of
incompatibilism. For starters, not having freewill makes
our lives meaningless since everything has been decided
already. Furthermore, moral responsibility falls apart as
no one is responsible for their actions, and justice as we
know it has no merit.

Proponents of compatibilism have several ways to
counter this argument; but perhaps their most
prominent counter is the fact that humans have a strong
feeling that they have freewill, and that this feeling
cannot be simply rejected in the name of
incompatibilism. After all, do you not feel that you are
free when you decide to make a cup of coffee?  

It may then be possible that we have freewill as a
subjective experience without it necessarily having
objective effects in action. This way freewill does not
conflict with determinism, and they become both
compatible with each other. 

There is still however, a problem that needs to be
addressed with this theory of compatibilism. The fact
that we merely feel we are capable of freewill and yet
produce actions that are deterministic in nature
presents a moral dilemma. If I, for example, decide to
cheat on an exam paper, I might feel like I made the
decision myself, but I actually did not since it was
already predetermined. So am I morally responsible for
cheating?

To address this matter, I propose the idea that freewill
itself is predetermined. This means that I have already
chosen to cheat on the exam before I was even born.
The choices I have made have already been decided by
me; I just don’t know it yet since the event hasn’t passed.
This way, I am morally responsible for the actions that I
can freely take. 

But what about external influences you may ask?
Suppose that as a teenager, you were influenced by your
friends to cheat on the exam; or as a soldier, you were
ordered to kill civilians; or as a lawyer, you are forced to
defend someone you know is guilty. Does that mean that
you are morally responsible for your choices? External
physical influences related to freedom are different
from the internal metaphysical ones related to freewill,
and the moral dilemma they present are not actually a
matter of compatibilism; but rather, they are a matter of
ethical philosophy. 

I cannot claim that my idea on compatibilism solves the
mystery which has been there for centuries. You may
very well find some inconsistencies if you dig deeper. My
ultimate goal, however, is not to convince you of my
solution, but to leave you in curiosity and wonder. 

12

COMPATIBILISM OF FREEWILL & DETERMINISM
by Zina Abohaia  

"I propose the idea that freewill
itself is predetermined."

C O N N E C T I O N S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  



What is consciousness? This mysterious driver that moves

the vehicles which are our bodies has been studied by many

from a variety of knowledge fields. Today, and after all these

years, consciousness still baffles the brightest minds.

According to the 2011 Oxford Dictionary, being conscious

means to be “aware of something”. For human beings, this

awareness is more than just being aware of their

surroundings. The human kind of awareness is so complex it

allows the awareness of the self, and the awareness of

awareness itself! You would think that something so deeply

embedded within us would be readily open to being

understood. Alas, it is not. Defining the nature of

consciousness and the way with which it interacts within

and around us is not an easy task; it might not even be

possible at all. Currently, there are two major theories that

gather the majority of philosophical support in explaining

consciousness - dualism and materialism.

Dualism

Put simply; dualism is the idea that the mind and the body

are two different phenomena that exist separately and

independently from each other. This theory was first

popularised into mainstream western philosophy by the

French philosopher René Descartes in the 17th century. The

problem with this theory however is a matter of interaction:

how can two fundamentally different phenomena interact

with each other? How can the mind, which has no physical

properties, interact with the body and produce meaningful

intelligent action? Descartes claimed that for mind and

matter to interact, they do not have to be part of one

another; one has to merely cause another. This is known as

Causal Interactionism. Though it may sound like a fairly

solid argument, there are many inconsistencies that follow

from it in the details.

CONSCIOUSNESS
by Abdul Munem Nerabie  
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Materialism

The antithesis to the dualistic theory of the mind

would be materialism, a form of monism. Materialism

proposes that the consciousness we experience is

purely a result of physical changes in the brain and

nothing more. Mind, in this scenario, is just an illusion.

One of the strongest validators of this idea is the fact

that mental states produce changes in neurological

wave activity and chemical balance of the brain that

can be measured and recorded. So essentially,

materialism assumes that since we can correlate

particular brain activity with particular mental states,

we don’t need to talk about consciousness or mental

states at all. We can simply rid ourselves of the

unknowable ‘mind’ and talk instead of knowable brain.

The problem with materialism is that it does not

explain consciousness; it merely finds a way to ignore

it. That however, does not mean that consciousness is

not real or that it does not exist. 

Soul, mind, and matter

Consciousness is more than just body and mind, it

seems to have an element of the self. In a lot of ways,

you are your consciousness. Philosophically speaking,

the soul is the innermost layer of the self that survives

after the body is dead. I thus think that it is more

accurate to devise a model of consciousness that is not

materialistic or a dualistic; but rather, trialistic.

Consciousness then, is an amalgamation of the body,

the mind, and the soul. My reasoning for this is that it

appears that every part of this trialism plays a role in

completing the network of consciousness: the body

(more specifically the brain) plays the role of the vessel

and the host; the soul seems to be the seat of the

different points of view of the self; and the mind is the

mechanism by which thought flows coherently.

Consciousness arises by an interaction of the mind, the

body and the soul. 

CONSCIOUSNESS
by Abdul Munem Nerabie  
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I did not exactly reduce the mysteries surrounding

consciousness (I might have even complicated it

further!), but that is not my intention. I merely wish to

introduce an alternative idea to materialism and

dualism. The soul, the mind, and the body are what

gives rise to consciousness, and it is through studying

this interaction closely, we can understand

consciousness better.

"Consciousness is more
than just body and
mind, it seems to have
an element of the self.
In a lot of ways, you are
your consciousness."
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CRITICISING
CHOMSKY'S POVERTY OF THE STIMULUS

The Poverty of the Stimulus is a theory developed by linguist and social philosopher Noam Chomsky that
attempts to explain the origin of language. According to this theory, language cannot be learned from
the linguistic environment, since these environments have limited data to contribute to such a
development. Consider, for example, how you have learned language: were you taught every single
possible combination of a sentence? Impossible! the number of possible linguistic combinations are
infinite. This is what Poverty of the Stimulus exactly means; the external linguistic environment
(stimulus) is too scarce (poverty) to create the linguistic development necessary for our normal day to
day use of language. Thus, Chomsky argues that language development is innate-cognitive rather than
external socio-linguistic. There are however, several problems with this reasoning. 

The first problem with Chomsky’s theory is that it asserts that there is a domain-specific language faculty
in the mind within a person. However, the existence of a mental faculty that is strictly purposed for
language capabilities is unlikely because our minds function in parallel. Although it may initially seem
that we have particular areas in the brain that are purposed for particular tasks, the truth is, if we take a
closer look, we will see that these seemingly modular functions actually depend on other parts of the
brain to work properly. Furthermore, organisms having limited memory capacity will resort to using
recursive rules when knowledge domain - such as the language domain - is infinite. So infinite language is
actually a product of recursive rules of grammar and syntax which are learnt externally, rather than an
internal mechanism of a domain-specific language mental faculty. Children learn grammatical rules as a
part of a system of knowledge. Though the exact process of how a child interprets and understands the
meaning of words and phrases cannot be properly articulated, certainly, one is inclined to agree that its
understanding is based on the external environment. 

Secondly, it is important to recognise that words and phrases have meanings based on the context and 
 environment in which they are used. If Chomsky’s theory were true, it would imply that words should
have the same meanings in all contexts since, as he posits, language is located in a domain-specific
mental faculty. This view drives us to an important question regarding the nature of the supposed
domain. Is it similar in everyone? Or, does it differ depending on the environment? If the former proves
to be correct, then it would imply that language development should be the same for everyone. The
syntax would be similar, just as would elements of language like dialectics be. However, this is clearly not
the case since different cultures and environments have different syntaxes and dialects. If Chomsky
were to agree to the second question, then he would have to agree that environments play a crucial role
in the understanding, interpretation, and formation of language. Thus, he would be contradicting the
very foundation of his theory by admitting to the necessity of the external environment in the formation
of language.

by Rashed Almarzooqi  
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Chomsky also argues that mastering language
does not depend on one’s IQ, except when it
comes to intellectual disability. However, this
claim is false in that significant differences can be
noted among people when observing their
language skills. Some people are considered
better versed in language than others. The
knowledge a Professor of English has of the
English Language is more advanced than a
common person’s. One can even note the
difference in language capabilities and skills just
by listening to them. Thus, learning a language is
very much dependent on IQ. 

The third problem with Chomsky’s TPoS
theory is that it is inconsistent with the typical
understanding of phonology acquisition. For
instance, a child repeats the sound “dog” when
they see a dog because they notice and
understand that those around them make this
sound when referring to a dog. Thus, acquiring
words require some form of exposure, thereby
highlighting the fact that language learning is
not innate but, rather, dependent on the
external environment and the ability of a
person to link these words to the objects they
describe.

Finally, it is worth noting, also, that Chomsky’s
theory on Poverty of Stimulation lacks
scientific evidence. It is difficult to prove this
theory in the absence of tangible empirical
data that shows the existence of a domain-
specific language faculty in the mind. Thus, this
theory will remain just that; a theory.

CRITICISING CHOMSKY'S
POVERTY OF THE
STIMULUS
by Rashed Almarzooqi  

In conclusion, Chomsky’s theory of Poverty of
the Stimulus, though solid in its claims, is
faulty in the sense that it assumes and posits
that words are innate rather than learned.
Indeed, to understand words and use them
appropriately, some background exposure and
understanding must be present, whereby a
person interprets the word based on its
association to the object. Additionally, the
evidence supporting the claims is theoretical
rather than empirical. 

"were you taught every single
possible combination of a sentence?
Impossible! the number of possible

linguistic combinations are infinite."
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The Bachelor Degree in Artificial
Intelligence (AI) provides you with the
knowledge and expertise to build systems
that exhibit intelligent behaviour. There
are two main directions of research which
are followed in BSc in Artificial Intelligence;
one enables students to explore natural
intelligence through the utilisation of
computer models, and the other empowers
students to develop innovative
mechanisms to build systems capable of
intelligent decision and action.

The First
Accredited

AI Bachelor
Degree

in United Arab
Emirates



Equity and equality, even though they sound and look
similar, are in actuality entirely different terms. There has
been much debate on the application of these two terms,
and the important roles they play in political and
economic arenas. This article explores the philosophical
background of these two terms, clarifies their
differences, and explains their applicability to varied
situations. 

We first begin this discussion by exploring the debate
between Plato and Aristotle’s conceptions of equality
and equity in the Nicomachean Ethics, the Rhetoric, and
the Laws. Plato defines equity by contrasting it with
justice (which he considers to be equality). Since Plato
was an idealist who believed in a world of perfect forms,
he reasoned that equity is actually the real life imperfect
manifestation of the ideal perfect form of justice.
Philosopher Andre Sucre writes: 

‘...equity, because it is distinct from strict justice (which is
good), cannot itself be good. Aristotle explicitly rejects Plato’s
analysis claiming that, although equity is not identical to
strict justice, it is nonetheless, a kind of justice. Both equity
and legal justice are species of generic justice. In the two texts
Aristotle uses the term “equity” in two senses, referring both
to the equity of a judge and to the more general equity of the
equitable man………. Aristotle’s conception of the equitable
man will inform its ultimate analysis of his account, according
to which equity is that species of justice that comes closest to
the superior virtue of friendship.’

Unlike Plato who saw equality to be the greater good,
Aristotle believed that equality between individuals from
various social classes and varied capabilities and
characteristics cannot be the ultimate good. Individuals
need to be put on equal footing before equality is applied
between them. 

EQUITY 

           EQUALITY
by Hiba Abdul Asis

VS

The debate that ensued between Aristotle and Plato
has led to a number of different interpretations
between equity and equality. Indeed it has laid the
foundation of much of the Western legal
understanding of equity. 

"why, for example, should I
frequently pay health taxes to

bring others to equal footing with
me? shouldn’t I be free to invest

this money in any way I want
to?"
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In an attempt to further define these two terms in the
simplest manner let us take a look at this popular picture
shown above. The depiction on the left shows equality
and the one right equity.

In the first scenario, it is clear that all three spectators are
given the same box to stand on representing all
individuals being treated the same irrespective of their
differences. However, the question that arises is – Is this
fair? As not all of the spectators are able to enjoy the
game. This enables us to then say whilst equality
distributes resources in a constant manner it does not
necessarily mean all participants have an equal outcome.

In the second scenario the boxes are not divided in a
consistent manner but rather according to individual
needs of each spectator. The tallest person who can
watch the match without a box is not given one whilst
the shorter spectators are given boxes according to their
height. The main difference between the first scenario
and the second scenario is all participants are able to
enjoy the match. This is the basis on which equity is
defined – ensuing that everyone is put on a level footing
in accordance with their individual circumstance. 

This leads us to an even more concerning question – isn’t
equity a form of injustice? Why, for example, should I
frequently pay health taxes to bring others to equal
footing with me? Shouldn’t I be free to invest this money
in any way I want to? The application of justice or the
greater good is actually much more complex than
whether equity or equality; rather, it is a combination of
equity and equality.

Equity and equality in education
When it comes to education, both equity and
equality play a role. For example, in a classroom
setting equity becomes apparent when a tutor has
to give more attention to a student of
determination allowing them more time to do
certain tasks or giving them exams that match their
cognitive ability. However, equality is also
important in this situation, for example, universities
should give students equal opportunity of admission
irrespective of their race, gender, class or
background. Education plays an important role at
both an individual and societal level as such our
understanding of the application of both these
terms need to be clear and precise to avoid
perceptions of being disadvantaged.

Equity and equality in the workplace
In the workplace, everyone hopes to receive the
same treatment regardless of their position in the
organisation or quantity of payment. Equity is a
disadvantage in workplaces because it can bring
negativity to the company if they serve the
employees with the facilities according to their job
position. It can bring cultural differences between
the employees. On the other hand, equality could
bring happiness and better processing of the
company or workplace. 

Equity and equality in society 
In a society in order for people to live happy healthy
lives equality and equity are also both important. It
is thought however; equality plays a greater role.
For people to live fearlessly regardless of their race,
skin tone, religion or gender a mentality of equality
must exist meaning citizens must be treated equally.
When it comes to taxes and other government
social services equity steps in when we distribute
resources according to an individual’s specific
circumstance as opposed to equal distribution to all. 

In conclusion, it is quite clear that equity and
equality is not applied in the same way in all
situations and circumstances. It differs from
situation to situation each requiring their own
analysis. Both terms play their own roles and
sometimes the incorrect application can in fact be
disadvantageous. 
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During the beginning of the 20th century, a

new philosophical movement driven by the

desire to overthrow the principles of idealism

that dominated philosophical thought then

was quickly rising to power. The philosophers

within the movement, now known as analytic

philosophers, sought to explain the world in

objective physicalist terms and to

demonstrate that there is no such  thing as

‘the metaphysical’ (beyond the physical). They

argued that all metaphysical theories are

flawed because they were formulated

through a faulty way of using reason and

language. To verify their argument, they

turned their attention directly to studying the

nature of logic. What they discovered about

logic remains elusive and mysterious to this

day.

THE NATURE
OF LOGIC &

REASON
by Hurmat Ansari
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Logic defeats itself

Logic is not as objective and algorithmic as we

think it is. One peculiar character of logic

referred to as Russell’s Paradox (after

analytic philosopher and mathematician

Bertrand Russell) reveals how logic can turn

on itself. To understand Russell’s paradox it is

better to demonstrate it through a thought

experiment called the Barber’s Paradox than

to explain it in its original technical terms of

Set Theory. The Barber’s paradox goes like

this: imagine a town which has 2 strange rules

about shaving: 

(1) All men are not allowed to shave

themselves.

(2) All men can only be shaved by a barber.

Here's the paradox: what if you are the

barber?



You can’t shave yourself because you will violate rule 1. Yet you

have to shave yourself because you have to follow rule 2. So does

the barber shave himself? Bertrand Russell and his colleagues set

out to solve this enigma but never came back with a satisfactory

logical solution. Before we can read any of Russell’s highly

complicated works on the complex wonders of the nature and

application of logic, we need to first understand the basic

mechanism of logical arguments (also called philosophical

reasoning).

Inductive and deductive reasoning

There are two main types of logical arguments: deductive

reasoning and inductive reasoning. Deductive reasoning is when

the premise of an argument guarantees the truth of its

conclusion. This means that given the premise and the flow of

truth from one statement to the next, it would be impossible for

the conclusion to be false. For example:

(1) All men are mortals (premise)

(2) Socrates is a man

(3) Socrates is mortal (conclusion with guaranteed truth)

All ‘cats’ have ‘purple faces’ therefore your ‘cat’ has a

‘purple face’ (valid but not sound)

All ‘flowers’ have ‘petals’, therefore your ‘flower’ has

‘petals’ (valid and sound)

Inductive reasoning on the other hand is when the premise

of an argument does not guarantee the truth of the

conclusion. In other words, given the premise and the flow of

truth from one statement to the next, the conclusion would

be just one possible outcome of several others. For example: 

(1) My cat has never scratched me before (premise)

(2) My neighbour’s cat has never scratched me before

(3) Cats do not scratch humans (conclusion with probable

truth)

The power of deductive arguments is measured based on

two attributes: validity and soundness. Validity measures

the accuracy and coherence of flow of content from one

sentence to the next. Soundness takes validity and adds to it

the content of the words. For example the statement: all ‘x’

have ‘y’, therefore your ‘x’ has ‘y’ can be written as:

 

Similarly, the power of inductive arguments is measured

based on two other attributes: strength and cogency.

Strength measures whether the premise makes the

conclusion probable. The more probable the conclusion, the

stronger the inductive argument. Cogency measures the

truth value content of the premise. The higher the truth

value of the premise, the more cogent the inductive

argument is.

THE NATURE
OF LOGIC &

REASON
by Hurmat Ansari

"They argued that all
metaphysical theories are
flawed because they were

formulated through a
faulty way of using

reason and language."
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Science and Mathematics

It seems that inductive reasoning ultimately depends on

predictability based on observation rather than on actual

truth. This is called the problem of induction. This is actually

a bigger problem than you might think it is since the scientific

method depends on it. So for example, we can reason that

the dinosaurs were eradicated due to a massive volcanic

eruption, but we can never know for sure if that was indeed

what happened. All scientific discoveries are based on

inductive reasoning. This means that all scientific

discoveries’ truth values are ultimately only probable. 

Just like there is a problem with inductive reasoning, there is

a problem with deductive reasoning. To better understand it

we need to look at mathematics. Unlike science,

mathematics depends on deductive reasoning. For example,

it is impossible for 5 times 5 to be anything other than 25, so

the truth of the conclusion is guaranteed. The problem is,

mathematics also points to things that are simply not real.

We can use, for example, mathematically deduced 8

dimensional planes, imaginary numbers , and infinity

equations. But these exist nowhere in our actual reality.

The end of Russell

There is more to logic than meets the eye. The manner with

which logical arguments work in mathematics and science

reveals the uniqueness and magic of logic. It seems that the

‘logic’ the analytical philosophers used in an attempt to erase

metaphysics, only opened up deeper and more metaphysical

concepts. In fact, the whole enterprise of analytical

philosophy surrendered around the 1960s! Now analytical

philosophy is more of a method than an enterprise with a

mission. Philosophy is truly amazing!

The NATURE
OF LOGIC &

REASON
by Hurmat Ansari

"The problem is,
mathematics also

points to things that
are simply not real"
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THE SOCIAL SELF
by Saif Alsuwaidi

Of course, our interpretation of a self of another is not
always accurate. But that does not really matter because
social action is not based on how accurate we interpret
others’ selves to be, but rather, on how powerful we are
projecting our interpretation of a self unto them -
thereby forcing them to assume it. In other words, we
create the selves of people through social interaction. 

A similar process takes place within our own selves. We
tend to identify ourselves with how the world around us
sees us so that we are better able to fit into a particular
social group. We create people’s selves as they create
ours. We can take control of this ability by influencing
others to see us in a way we believe we are, or in a way
we want them to think we are. Thus, people can create
and develop different images and layers of themselves
that change over time. 

The self is therefore fragile and brittle when we are
young, and becomes more solidified and unyielding as we
grow up. If we were to dissect the self, we will see that it
consists of a multitude of behaviours, attitudes, beliefs, 

The individual self is believed to have those
features which discriminate one from others;
Relational self is deemed as the nature of the
relationship with others;
Collective self sees us as a part of a larger whole,
e.g., nationality, religion, etc.

Self-image is about how one sees oneself. This
includes the personality traits, physical and
psychological attributes, and roles that a person
plays in society;
Self-esteem is about how one values oneself;
Ideal self is how one wishes to be.

abilities, and some unique features that distinguish a
person from others. Psychologists identify 3 parts of
the social self (the outer self) and 3 parts of the
individual self (the inner self): 

The Social Self:

The Individual Self:

Psychologists tell us that we tend to intuitively interpret a sense of others’ behaviours so that we can
categorise them into particular groups of identities. We do this mostly by observing ‘what they are doing'
and ‘why they are doing it’. Once an identity (a self) of others is established, our minds will be able to help
us predict their behaviour by answering the question ‘what they will do next’. This is important because
without predicting what others might do, we cannot trust them, hence, cooperation among people
becomes minimal and survival in society becomes difficult. 
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THE SOCIAL SELF
by Saif Alsuwaidi

You might be disappointed to find out that
forming the ideal self we like is not easy. But this
is actually a neat trick that biology has bestowed
upon us to protect us from division and disunion.
We cannot properly form our selves without
interacting with others, and we cannot interact
with others if they do not play a part in forming a
self. Creating the self that you like therefore is a
negotiation; if you are good at it, you will most
likely become who you want to be and make
others become who you like them to be.

By taking control of our ability to influence, we
can create and shape the self we like however we
want to within us and project it out to others
around us. We can also shape the selves of others
to our liking. This however, is not as easy as it
sounds. Psychologists tell us that the self we like
to shape (whether ours or others’) is being
resisted by both external and internal factors. 

For example, Sigmund Freud proposed that the
self consists of three main components including
id, ego, and superego. Our innate needs and
desires form the id that tries to win over the ego.
The superego finds its roots in environmental
factors and is usually formed by conscience and
the morale of an individual. Ego is related to the
will of an individual that tries to dominate the id
and superego. Therefore, there is combat of one's
will, environment, and innate factors.

Similarly, sociologist Charles Horton Cooley
observed that one sees oneself from the view of
another. This means that individuals understand
themselves by how others think of them. This
theory is a self-fulfilling-prophecy type wherein
people try to behave the way that others expect
of them. 

"You might be
disappointed to find out

that forming the ideal self
we like is not easy. But this
is actually a neat trick that
biology has bestowed upon

us to protect us from
division and disunion"
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The British University in Dubai (BUiD) organised the
inaugural TEDxTheBritishUniversityinDubai at the
Marriot Hotel Al Jaddaf on 16 January 2021. 

The event explored the impact of COVID-19 on higher
education and the future of universities after the
pandemic. Distinguished speakers from a cross-section
of BUiD discussed key issues including Blockchain,
inclusivity and diversity, and alternative methods of
assessment.

TED is a non-profit organisation devoted to Ideas
Worth Spreading. Started as a four-day conference in
California 30 years ago, TED has grown to support its
mission with multiple initiatives.

BUiD’s Registrar and Chief Administrative Officer,
Hugh Martin FRSA, opened by noting that education
has been hit hard by the pandemic. Within weeks of
moving teaching and learning online, the word was that
the traditional university was dead. In fact, as Hugh
argued, never has the purpose and mission of
universities – in person and on campus – been more
important.

The British University in Dubai organised its first
TEDx event  

‘Reimagining Higher Education after COVID-19’

Professor Eman Gaad, Dean of the Faculty of Education,
examined diversity and inclusivity in higher education
especially in difficult times such as the pandemic. She gave
practical tips on moving forward based on research-based
evidence and lessons learned about how the sensitive issue
of inclusivity is handled.

Dr Tendai Charles, Director of BUiD’s Centre for Research
in Digital Education (CRDE), discussed the issue of exams
and how universities worldwide have struggled to host
effective exams online during the pandemic.

The vital role of Blockchain technology was addressed by
Dr. Maria Papadaki, Dubai Centre for Risk and Innovation,
where she questioned if universities are really ready for
embracing disruptive technologies.
Mamta Saha, Associate Member of BUiD’s Centre for
Research in Digital Education, reflected on the severity of
Covid-19 on higher education and its impact on the
emotional well-being of students, teachers and the
community. 



Time is not just the mediocre concept that we have come to think of in
our everyday lives; it is a highly complex and immensely mysterious
matter. Time is actually the core foundation for the very existence of our
universe, sometimes metaphysically theorised to be the fourth
dimension of the fabric of the cosmos. So can it be manipulated? In
Einstein’s theory of relativity, time travel occurs when an observer’s
time taken from departure to arrival does not equal the actual time that
has passed in their surroundings. Although we are oblivious to it, this
fascinating phenomenon occurs every day around us in the universe. In
fact, orbiting GPS satellites utilise this phenomenon to register accurate
timing and positioning of objects in motion. So in short, yes, time travel
can be manipulated. With some philosophy, some mathematics, and
some technology, science fiction may soon become science fact.

The first known instance of the idea of time travel dates back to 9th
century BCE Hindu text The Mahabharata. In it, it is theorised that time
runs differently in different metaphysical planes of existence, and
moving between one plane to the next is how time travel works. After
The Mahabharata and throughout human history, time travel seems to
have captured the attention of story tellers and philosophers who
dreamed of the different scenarios of how time travel technology can be
possible. For example, Washington Irving's Rip Van Winkle (1819)
simply decided that time travel is a one-way trip that occurs every day
all the time: “People fell asleep, and woke up in the future." In the 1930s
the concept of time travel was introduced to the movie industry in a
movie called Time Capsules. The idea of keeping a time stamp only
began in the 1930s and was published by the highly prestigious scientific
magazine Scientific American: "It is the most pedestrian form of time
travel: sending something into the future at a rate of one minute per
minute."

To better understand time travel, we need to first examine the
ontological nature of time. Philosophy offers three primary answers to
this metaphysical question: the first one is eternalism; the second is
possibilism; and the third is presentism. The titles given to these views
indicate the ontological status specified to time.

TIME
TRAVEL

by Mati Guchie

26C O N N E C T I O N S  |  S P R I N G  2 0 2 1  



It has to be eternalist or possibilist
It has to be objectively and externally real

The eternalist believes that time, correctly understood, is an essential
constitute of reality that is fused with space. All timelines; past, present
and future, are real and existing just like all points distributed in space
are actual points in space. The second view is possibilism, also known as
the “growing block” or “growing universe” view. The possibilist argues
that the eternalist’s image of the universe is correct except for the
reality and existence of the position of the future. The past and the
present are real, but the future is only possible. The third view is
presentism. Presentists believe that only temporally present objects
are real. Whatever is, exists only now. The past was, but exists no
longer; the future will be, but does not exist yet.

In order for time travel to be real, the categorical nature of time has to
be eternalism or possiblism, but not presentism. Eternalism will allow a
front and back travel through time since both the past and the present
are real. Possibilism will only allow a back travel in time since only the
present and the past are real. Presentism considers only the present to
be real, hence time travel to future and past are impossible. It is also
important to note that for time travel to be possible, it has to be
objectively real and not just subjectively real. One may wonder if the
concept of time in reality is just like the concept of colour in the eye;
which is just an experience of the mind (colours are not real). So for
time travel to be possible, two theories must be true:

1.
2.

If you are planning now to build a time machine, one thing to take very
close care of is time paradoxes. Consider for example the Grandfather
Paradox which goes like this: if someone travelled back to a time when
her grandfather was young and shot him, she would not have had been
born in the first place to do that. Similarly, if we go to the future alter
the events there; wouldn’t that mean we changed the past of the
future? 

These types of questions are the very reason we love philosophy and
reasoning. Philosophy is a field where there are no limitations for
possibilities. There are always possibilities for things that for many
years have been believed to be unrealistic and unlikely. Philosophy
makes the impossible possible.

TIME
TRAVEL

by Mati Guchie

"With some
philosophy, some
mathematics, and
some technology,

science fiction may
soon become science

fact."
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People spend almost half their lives in schools and universities,
and yet cannot seem to make simple life decisions. The idea
behind education is to acquire knowledge. Yet there are many
aspects to this acquisition of knowledge that our education
system fails to meet. We need to explore the gap that exists
between the knowledge that is acquired in an educational setting
and the knowledge that is necessary to be successful in life.
Specifically, we need to understand how UNESCO’s four Pillars of
Learning and the work of philosopher John Locke can help us
achieve an ideal balance between the knowledge needed to
succeed in life and the knowledge needed to pass an exam.  

What should education include? According to dictionary.com,
education is defined as “the act or process of imparting or
acquiring general knowledge, developing the powers of reasoning
and judgment, and generally preparing oneself or others
intellectually for mature life”. The knowledge that is referred to in
the aforementioned definition can be subdivided into many
categories. Before discussing these, let us first look at the
Cambridge dictionary definition of knowledge - it is said that it is
the ‘understanding of or information about a subject that you get
by experience or study, either known by one person or by people
generally”. The further subdivisions of knowledge according to
philosophy are: 

A priori knowledge - This is knowledge that draws its validity from
logical reasoning rather than empirical evidence. For example, we
can scientifically deduce that the core of the Earth is molten lava
without actually burying into the earth and seeing the lava. This
form of knowledge is regarded as more superior by traditional
philosophers (called rationalists).

Posteriori knowledge - This is the type of knowledge acquired
based on first-hand experience and first-person observation. This
category of knowledge tests whether something is true or false
with factual evidence. For example, you know that dogs bark
because you have seen them do it.

Theoretical Learning - This is the type of learning that engages a
priori techniques. More rationalisation of abstract concepts is
done here. This kind of learning is important to succeed in
professional life.

Experiential learning - This is a type of learning that engages
posteriori techniques. More practical work in actual real-life
situations is done here. This kind of learning is important to
succeed in personal life. 

It can be argued that the current education system is designed to
meet the required standards of theoretical learning, however, it
lacks experiential learning and does not adequately allow
individuals to develop the life skills needed for them to make
informed decisions in their daily personal lives. The implications
of this is a society where we have very skilled people who are able
to be successful and impactful in the career aspect of their lives
but in many cases fail at other equally important aspects of life
such as physical and mental wellbeing, as well as, social and
spiritual aspects of life. 

Educating the mind in different ways can develop students'
abilities to excel in all areas of life. One might then ask – How can
this be achieved? The answer is simple - through the development
of a  curriculum that cultivates character and life skills besides
academic knowledge.

TOWARDS A

BET TER

CURRICULUM
by Nawal Asseyr
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Education according to John Locke
In his treatise on education John Locke, an English philosopher
and physician often referred to as the 'Father of Liberalism'
shares his views on what education means. His writings later
became the standard for education in the western world for over
a century. He states that the human mind is a tabula rasa (blank
slate) at birth and that the mind can be moulded through proper
education. In his words "all men we meet with, nine times out of
ten, are what they are, good or evil, useful or not based on
education." 

The first of his ideas was a healthy body equals a healthy mind. As
a result, we see this idea is manifested in physical education being
mandatory in early education. However, as students progress
through the education system, the importance of physical
education diminishes as it seeks to prioritise the importance of
more ‘intellectual’ subjects over those that seem to be less
‘intellectual’. In an effort to move toward a better curriculum, the
focus needs to be established on a clear linkage between a
healthy body and a healthy mind. 

Locke also envisioned a curriculum that only includes practical
subjects used in everyday life. These subjects include business,
math, science, ethics, etc. He encouraged that the subject
material should interest the children as this approach will
produce the best outcome. Additionally, he did not approve
subjects such as Latin, Greek, Poetry, and Music as he thought
they were useless. However, this is highly debatable, as these are
subjects that help develop self-expression and should be
encouraged within the curriculum.

Although the modern curricula have traces of both the UNESCO
pillars and Locke's ideas, I believe they do not follow through on
their core values. With more jobs being replaced by robots and
automated processes, the need for higher-order critical thinking
skills that distinguish man from robot is even more necessary. In
an era where the incidence of diseases similar to COVID19 is
increased, whilst it is necessary to have the technical knowledge
to combat these modern diseases it is equally important to have
the non-technical skills to withstand it. As Locke mentioned,
students should enjoy learning. Therefore, it is believed that a
curriculum that truly follows through on the writing of Locke and
the underlying competencies, described within the pillars, would
produce more meaningful and creative results both in and out of
the classroom.

UNESCO’s Four Pillars of Learning
In 1996, UNESCO declared that meaningful educational and
learning engagements should rest on these four pillars:

Learning to live together - This is teaching that focuses on
educating the student about tolerance towards spirituality,
religion, and history. Its main tenants are moving away from self-
centeredness and towards community-centeredness. The
inclusion of these tenants aims to reduce prejudice or racist
actions that might occur. 

Learning to know - Focuses on the basis of educational institutions
as producing lifelong learners with the ability to see all
experiences as an opportunity to learn. The current curriculum
encourages the development of structured knowledge but fails in
the mastery of learning tools. This can be corrected in the ideal
curriculum through educating people through a broad general
education as well as the opportunity to study a small number of
subjects in depth. 

Learning to do - Focuses on hands-on experience, and practice in
order to develop a skill. Additionally, it encourages teamwork and
the improvement of critical thinking skills. Although most
curriculums try to include this, we fail to notice the adaptation of
them as practical subjects are not available in most educational
institutes. 

Learning to be - Focuses on the development of a human to its full
capability. It formed an important part of a UNESCO report which
was published in 1972, called the 'Faure Report'. It states in order
to achieve a common goal, individuals should obtain greater
personal responsibility, judgment, and independence. 

"Although the modern curricula
have traces of both the UNESCO

pillars and Locke's ideas, I
believe it does not follow

through on their core values."
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SUSTAINABLE
DESIGN OF
INTERIOR
ENVIRONMENT

Environmental protection has gained significant importance in
the UAE over the years represented by the authorities’ interest
in tackling environmental issues locally and internationally, also
as a clear message sent to the rest of the world about the
importance of the environmental component to the UAE’s
economic development. Mitigating harm imposed on the
environment has taken different shapes, most prominently, the
introduction of green building codes accompanied by wider
coverage and power given to environmental laws and the
expansion of the Ministry of Environment to cover climate
change and other environmental challenges under the Ministry
of Climate Change and Environment introduced in 2016.UAE
has proven to be a leader of action both regionally and
internationally, particularly in sustainable development through
partnerships with other governmental and non-governmental
entities sharing similar objective to sustain and protect the
earth’s environment. 

Buildings’ sustainability - particularly interior design aspects - is
developing quickly. In 2019, Dubai was ranked third in the list
of global cities with highest number of sustainable buildings,
accompanied by implementation of Estidama guidelines in Abu
Dhabi. In most cases green certification is given based on
compliance of building’s envelop, but what happens when
residents start fitting out those buildings? Do they conform with
the original guidelines? How far the current green guidelines
are applicable in interior design and fit out? Is there a
mechanism to enforce it? Till now – up to great extent- interior
designers are free to build internal spaces without much
concern about building sustainability. However, we believe in
near future the regulations in the UAE will evolve further to
enforce sustainability in interior design up to a certain extent.

It is evident that interior design complements the building’s
envelope conformance with environmental standards like
reduction of carbon emissions through implementation of
energy saving strategies, use of recyclable material, eco-
friendly furnishing, etc.

by Mohammed Al Kailani 
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The benefits of implementation of those strategies can directly create value to the people living in a space not only on
cost level but also in terms of comfort and improved wellbeing. From my own practical experience in interior design, I
have noticed the impact of internal environment on people living or working within it. In a project few years ago, I was
part of a team to design the interiors of an advertising and media company based in Abu Dhabi. During our data
collection stage we have asked our client to provide us with the current employees retention figures and allow us to
ask the employees about their general satisfaction about their current office. We found out that the current space is
uncomfortable in terms of furnishing, reliance on artificial lighting, poor space planning and dull colours, inadequate
HVAC system. Based on that study, our team managed to propose new space planning that allowed for collaboration,
unconventional meeting spots, creating a space that facilitates debate and idea sharing, new material, increased
natural lighting and right levels of HVAC. We have returned to the same client after two years seeking to know how
far our design has improved the work environment and were happily informed that new employment applicants’
number has increased substantially and there was a significant improvement in employees’ retention and
attractiveness of the company’s office to customers to visit and do business. Those improvements were directly
connected to the new innovative interior environment created.

A good example of environmentally sustainable interior design project is the head office of an interior design company
based in Dubai that has been awarded the LEED Gold Certification. The company management decided to construct
their own environmentally friendly building to send a message across the market encouraging customers to adopt
sustainability standards in their spaces. The building has created a very positive vibe in the market representing an
excellent real-life example of cost effective comfortable and interesting office interiors. The energy and water
consumption of the new building dropped by 35%, and there was a general feeling of comfort among the employees in
relation to their work environment.

Creative and functional interior design combined with implementation of environmental sustainability strategies is an
important approach to create comfortable, energy efficient and low carbon footprint buildings on the long term. All of
that is possible now more than ever due to important technological advances in material sciences, control systems,
abundance of recyclable or reclaimed material and most importantly the consumer and designers mind set shift
towards sustainability that we hope to increase in the coming years.

"Creative and functional interior design
combined with implementation of

environmental sustainability strategies is
an important approach to create

comfortable, energy efficient and low
carbon footprint buildings on the long

term." 
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With a strong movement towards adopting inclusive
education across our schools and with the pressure on
teachers to do it “right”, I thought I would throw in my
thoughts about achieving inclusive education the right way.
To start with, it is important to explain how effective
inclusive education works. In order for any teacher to begin
thinking about effective strategies to adopt proper and
effective inclusive education, one must think of the four Ps. 

A policy represents our first P. However, policies are
meaningless papers if we do not action them. It is important
that people believe in contents of policies, not just follow
them. We live in a country where we have what is in my view
one of the best policies related to the inclusion and
empowerment of all learners, including learners with
disabilities known here in UAE as students of determination
(SODs). However, I don’t think such policies will work unless
there is a deep inner belief among teachers and others in the
school about what such policies represent. They represent
the “rights” of all learners to gain access to effective
education that helps every learner to thrive and shine. 

The second P stands for the place. Learners need to be in the
right place and that is very important for the learner to have
if we are seeking effective inclusion. Teachers sometimes are
confused between push-in pull-out, or other learning support
provisions. Placing the child in the right environment is as
important as creating a policy to support his or her rights and
access to the mainstream schools. Acting, reviewing, and
working with parents constantly to achieve the best place for
the child inside the mainstream school is a key point in
making inclusion effective. 

Our third P represents the process. Having a policy in place,
and a proper place for the child is not enough. Drawing a road
map that shows the process of including the child all the way
from the initial referral to graduation from school is very
important. Those who are involved in supporting the child
must have a clear roadmap, a flowchart, or simply a diagram
to explain the different stages and support check points
where the child can get help and gain further support, or
simply a checkpoint where the child can be evaluated to
measure to what extent the process is in place..

Finally, the fourth P is the practice. Without training and
professional development to all teachers and support staff
that are involved in the experience of inclusive education, we
would never reach effective inclusion. Teachers and support
staff must be educated and trained to deliver effective
differentiated instruction. Training them to deliver a practice
that aims to achieve both educational and behavioural goals
is of paramount importance. 

Differentiated instruction goes hand-in-hand with
differentiated assessment. Training whoever is involved in
the inclusive education experience of learners inside the
school must be based on the right-based approach. People
argue that maybe the 5th P and that is the practitioner. As
the success of inclusive education experience relies heavily
on the day-to-day practice, the practitioner is considered
here as a key player in this process. That includes issues like
personal philosophy and the position on adopting inclusive
education as well as the skills required to undertake such
tasks in an environment that could be described as the least
restrictive environment. So what is the “right” way to do
inclusive education? It’s simply adopting the right-based
approach and that includes allowing for flexibility and
differentiation to take place to ensure that all learners can
learn freely and appropriately according to their own pace to
meet their full potentials. Inclusive education is a right not a
gift. Inclusive education must be adopted not because we are
nice or politically correct; it should be adopted because every
child in the school regardless of his strengths and needs has
the right to effective, and meaningful educational
experience. So to do it right we should adopt the right-based
approach. The approach is based on equity not equality. By
standardising education for everyone we are being equal not
equitable. It is about time to free the education system from
the “one size fits all” and adopt a more flexible, effective, and
equitable education for all if ever we want to achieve
effective inclusive education.

Inclusion, Do it
the “right” way!
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"Inclusive education is a right 
not a gift." 
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Regardless of age, gender, experience or qualifications, the vast
majority of educators (worldwide) find teaching online to be a
very challenging task. This is due to a number of factors,
including the simple fact that (pretty much) all of us grew up
studying in-class, on-campus, in a face-to-face context.
Somewhere, stored away in our long-term memory, are
numerous examples of ‘good’ and ‘bad’ teachers that we knew
growing up in a traditional learning environment. But how many
of us can reference examples of good online teachers we
personally knew during secondary school? How many of us can
remember that one university professor who always faced
connectivity problems during his online lessons? 

Online teaching and learning is not a new concept, institutions
such as the Open University have been delivering accredited
online courses for most of my adult life. The problem is that we
educators have never been trained to teach online, so this is a
new experience for most of us; and like all new skills, it takes
several years of practice before we can master it. Personally,
I’ve been teaching in a blended format (combining face-to-face
with online delivery) since 2014. Based upon this experience, I
would like to share the following three tips as food for thought.

Tip 1: Plan your online lessons
For many teachers in the K-12 sector, writing lesson plans is
mandatory. This isn’t the case within the Higher Education
sector, yet professors do an excellent job of teaching on-
campus, finding ways to engage students in meaningful class
discussions. However, I think for online lessons, we should all
write lesson plans. These plans should include an approximate
estimation of how much time will be spent on different stages of
the lesson; they should indicate whether activities are teacher-
led or student-focussed; and they should highlight which
technologies will be used to facilitate tasks virtually. Believe me,
it takes some time planning out your lessons beforehand, but it
makes real-time lesson delivery a much more manageable
process and improves the learning experience for your
students.

Tip 2: Increase your use of formative assessment
Is it just me or have you also noticed that some students tend to
‘hide’ during online lessons? In my virtual classes, the confident,
high-achievers always have their cameras on and are eager to
answer every question posed. I guess they’re the same type of
students who would sit in the front row during a traditional
face-to-face lesson. Conversely, I have a handful of students
who always have their cameras off (due to “technical
difficulties” or so they claim) and they only answer questions
when I call them out by name. Again, I suppose these are the
types of students who would sit at the back of the classroom in
a traditional context. 

On-campus, we could support these learners by walking up to
them at any point during the lesson, and check their
understanding by talking to them. If they were working on a
task, we could peek over their shoulders to see if they’re on-
track or simply doodling. Unfortunately, we can’t do this in an
online context, but what we can do is use frequent formative
assessment quizzes (which do not count towards final grades)
as a means of checking their comprehension of the topics we’re
teaching. Without these regular concept checks, it is easy for
the weaker students to really fall behind potential fail.

Tip 3: Find easy to use technology
People keep asking me “what are the top 10 apps I should use
for effective online teaching?” and my reply is “what were the
top 10 tools you were using on-campus in-class for effective
face-to-face teaching?”... Regardless of whatever your LinkedIn
feed tells you, the reality is there is no ‘top 10’. Think about how
you teach in-class, you probably use PowerPoint slides and a
white board. At most, you might occasionally bring some
printed worksheets/handouts to class. So why should it be any
different online? Personally, I now use Google Slides, the
whiteboard feature built into BUiD’s learning management
system (Blackboard Ultra), and as a replacement for
worksheets/handouts, I use Google Docs/Forms. These
technologies are very simple to use and work effectively in my
context. As for Kahoot!, ClassDojo, Socrative and the other
colourful apps being promoted, I don’t see them as a necessity.
Instead of 10, find yourself 3 core apps to work with, and keep
things simple for both you and your students.

     Tips for
Effective Online
Teaching
by Dr Tendai Charles
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"But how many of us can reference examples
of good online teachers we personally knew

during secondary school? "
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