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Abstract

The current study attempted to examine the use of positive and
negative politeness strategies by the American and Egyptian participants
talk shows. A contrastive analysis of both spoken Egyptian Arabic and
spoken American English was done. Brown and Levinson®s (1987) theory of
politeness formed the pragmatic framework of the study. The pragmatic

functions of negative and positive politeness strategies utilised by the

participants was the main focus of the study.

The study results revealed significant similarities between both groups;
however, there were certain differences too. Egyptian host used more positive
politeness strategies while the American hosts used more negative ones. In
addition, the use of hedges, avoid disagreement apologies was done by the
Egyptian hosts exclusively. While the American hosts used assert or presuppose

the guest's knowledge of and concern for host's wants exclusively.

Keywords: Sociolinguistics, Politeness, politeness strategy, pragmatics, talk

Shows, face, positive politeness, negative politeness.
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Chapter One
1. Introduction

This chapter introduces the research problem, purpose of the study, the research

questions and setting of the study.

1.1 Problem of the Study

Humans are social beings and communication forms and essential part of their
social interaction. Language is considered a part of communication - if not the most
significant one. In this course, social interaction and language always come together to
form linguistics and sociolinguistics. In sociolinguistics, the phenomenon of politeness
has become one of the most interesting and appealing fields of pragmatics which has
been used as a tool in studying intercultural communication (Eelen, 2001). In this quest,
a variety of theories and model of politeness have been introduced by many theorists
such as Lakoff (1973) and Grice (1975). Those models introduced many politeness
rules and strategies of politeness. However, amongst all those theories, strategies and
models of politeness, the model represented by Brown and Levinson (1987) was
considered the most effective and comprehensive model of politeness which had gained
a great deal of discussion (Watt, 2003). The principal suggestion of Brown and
Levinson (1987) was that politeness is a universal phenomenon that can be examined
and interpreted by the structure of the "face" and other social factors such as social
power, distance and imposition during any interaction. The foundation upon which
Brown and Levinson built their politeness theory was the concept of saving "face". In

addition, the theory is mainly built upon the nothion of "face" introduced by Goffman



(1967) as stated by (Vilkki, 2006). Goffman's definition of face is the "positive social
value" that a person claims or what people assume he has taken during and interaction.
On the other hand, Brown and Levinson see face as a thing that is "emotionally

invested” (Vilkki, 2006).

1.2 Purpose of The Study
Thus, the purpose of the study is to contrastively analyse the features of both

spoken American English and Egyptian Arabic to define the similarities and differences
between them in terms of Which politeness strategies are used. The data is taken from

televised talk shows in both languages that handle all aspects of social and political life
in both countries. The pundits, males or females, analyse the current situations and
events and express their opinions and respond to questions asked by the host.
Furthermore, the study examines the gender differences in using politeness strategies.
In addition, the study analyses the politeness strategies used if the guest was of a higher

social rank.

The study attempts to answer the following three questions:

1. What are the similarities and differences between both talk shows in terms
of using positive and negative politeness strategies?

2. Is there any correlation between gender and the choice of politeness
strategies?

3. What is the correlation between social power and the choice of politeness

strategies?



1.3 Setting
1.3.1 Talk Shows

Talk shows, as a genre, have “special characteristics which arise from the nature
of the medium and the relationship it produces between speakers and (different sets of)
addressees” (Cameron 2002, p. 26). They are entirely structured around the act of
conversation itself, as Timberg and Erler (2004) pointed out. The discourse of Talk
shows, as Gregori (2000) explained, is “goal-oriented”, with specific “tasks to fulfill",
and practiced in “question-answer format”, the typical turn-taking format for “formal
institutional” genres. However, referring to the mixed nature of talk shows, Ilie (2001)
used the term “semi-institutional talk”. Discourse in talk shows occurs naturally, which
made them be considered as a rich source of reliable data. That is why, this study is
based on authentic data taken from the talk show discourse instead of creating

controlled situations that cause interaction for the analysis’ purpose.

Talk shows, as Timberg and Erler (2004, p. 192) described, are “a part of the
social matrix of our times”, as they are indicators of social change and currently
function to stabelise, maintain or reverse social changes. Talk show viewing, as Davis
and Mares (1998) reported, was positively related, among some age groups, to
perceived importance of social issues. Tolson (2006, p. 24) stated that TV or radio hosts
seem to be talking to millions of spectators; however, the speech looks more personal
and "directed at an individual viewer or listener". Thus, The nature of the discourse and
contexts talk show help to observe politeness strategies that have been used by the
participants in order to find out the similarities and differences between the two

investigated languages: Arabic and English.



Chapter Two
2. Theoretical Framework

Politeness has become one of the major concerns of many linguists and
sociolinguists around the world. This has been evident in the numerous publications
and theories that have been introduced to address such phenomenon. This part of the
study examines the most famous theories and approaches to politeness in

sociolinguistics that formed and shaped the theoretical framework of this dissertation.

2.1 Theoretical Approaches
This contrastive thesis revolves around politeness strategies used by both the
guests and hosts in talk shows in Arabic and English. On this matter, there are certain

theories that shaped the framework according to which this study has been conducted.

There are three major theoretical approaches that tried to address and explain
the politeness phenomenon. They are Grice’s Conversational Maxims, Lakoff's
pragmatic competence and Brown and Levinson’s Politeness Theory which is the main

theory within which this study was conducted.

2.1.1 Grice’s Conversational Maxims

Grice (1975) attempted to create a universal principle of politeness that was
called the (Cooperative Principal). Grice (1989a [1975], p. 26), sees talk exchanges
“[as] cooperative efforts; and each participant recognizes in them, to some extent, a
common purpose or set of purposes, or at least a mutually accepted direction”. In his

opinion, Grice differentiates between conventional and non-conventional implicature.



He also makes distinction between natural and unnatural meaning. In addition, there is
a difference between what is said and what is actually meant. In the non-conventional
type, he differentiates between conversational and non-conversational utterances. In
addition to such sorts, he mentions all other kinds of aesthetic, social or moral
utterances that include "Be Polite™ which is recognized by all parts of the talk which

may produce "non-conventional implicatures”(p. 47).

According to Watts (2003), there are four major "conversational maxims" that
Grice’s cooperative principle consists of. Grice (1975) suggests that these maxims
should be followed by the participants in any conversation. The four conversational
principals are Quantity, Quality, Relation, and Manner (Urbanova, 2002). Henceforth,
linguistic politeness can be demonstrated in numerous ways in compliance to the four

Gricean maxims:

Grice’s Conversational Maxims

Quantity (1) Make your contribution as
informative as required (for the purpose
of the exchange).

(2) Do not make your contribution more
informative than is required.

Quality (1) Do not say what you believe to be
false.

(2) Do not say that for which you lack
adequate evidence.

Relation be relevant and speak to the point.

Manner (1) Avoid obscurity of expression.

(2) Avoid ambiguity.

(3) Be brief (avoid unnecessary
prolixity).

(4) Be orderly.

(Table 1, Grice's Conversational Maxims (Grice, 1975, pp. 45-46))




Typically, the conversational maxims were introduced to explain the principals
that any participants of a social interaction should follow. Watts (2003) considers
Grice's Cooperative Principle to be the principal framework that humans follow in their

interaction.

However, Grice’s theory has been criticized by Thomas (1998a), (cited in Hadi,
2013), for viewing human nature optimistically, proposing a series of rules for effective
conversation, and believing that the suggested maxims would always be taken into
consideration. While Taillard (2004, p. 247) criticized Grice’s model arguing that
people normally cooperate and follow the maxims, and mentioned that “Human
communication rests on a tension between the goals of communicators and audiences”.
Similarly, Urbanova (2002) suggested that Grice's principles are not fully adequate to
explain all aspects of human interaction including social and psychological aspects. For
example, the theory assumes that all conversations should involve logical and truthful
information, which is not likely in the real world. In addition, these maxims can be
violated and/or ignored by any of the interactants. Thus, the need to make other
approaches and introduce another broader and more specific theory to explore

politeness arouse.

2.1.2 Lakoff’s Rules of Conversation
Inspired by Grice's model, Lakoff (1975, p. 87) suggested expanding Grice's
maxims in the cooperative model to not only include clarity but Politeness as well.

Lakoff called both rules the rules of "pragmatic competence"(Watts, 2003, p. 103).



Grice concentrated only on the first rule; thus, Lakoff suggested introducing a
detailed examination of politeness. Consequently, Lakoff (1975) suggested three sub-
rules to the politeness rule: formality, difference and camaraderie. In formality, an
interlocutor should not impose themselves or their opinion and keep aloof. In deference,
an interlocutor must try to give options to the other parts of the intercourse. Finally,

camaraderie means be friendly and show sympathy to the other parts of the intercourse.

2.1.3 Brown and Levinson’s Politeness Theory
Brown and Levinson (1987), who saw communication as potentially dangerous
and aggressive, claimed that politeness is a redressive action which is conducted to

counter-balance the disruptive effect of face-threatening acts (FTAS).

Their model’s basic notion is “face”: a term that is derived from Goffman’s
definition (1967, p. 5) that describes “face" as “an image of self delineated in terms of
approved social attributes”, and from the English folk term, that ties face up with the

notion of being embarrassed, or humiliated, or "losing face".

According to their theory, face’s components may be well-defined as negative
face: “the want of every competent adult member that his actions be unimpeded by
others”, and positive face: “the want of every member that his wants be desirable to at

least some others” (Brown & Levinson, 1987, p.62).

Redressive actions were defined by Brown & Levinson (1987, pp. 69-70) as
“attempts to counteract the potential face damage of the FTA by doing it in such a way,
or with such modifications or additions, that indicate clearly that no such face threat is

intended or desired”. To minimize the FTA’s effect, a participant opts to perform a



redressive action either in the form of a positive or negative politeness strategy. Positive
politeness is found in maintaining solidarity between interactants, while negative
politeness tries to reduce imposition on Hearer (H). In addition, Bald-on-record
strategies are the least polite strategies since they are usually done without redressive
actions, while off-record strategies are well-thought-out as the politest strategies
because they are usually conducted in order not to do the FTA. In the following few
lines, politeness’ super-strategies and sub-strategies will be examined according to

Brown and Levinson’s (1987) theory.

1. Bald-on record politeness acts conform with Grice’s model (1975) maxims of
Cooperation, as they are brief, relevant, and not ambiguous. They are conducted in a
direct and concise way, in emergency cases, when big face threat is not expected, or

when (S) has greater power than (H), like in imperatives and requests.

2. Positive Politeness strategies are conducted by (S) to show closeness to (H) and that
they both share common grounds, “indicating that S and H belong to the same set of
persons who share specific wants, including goals and values” (Brown and Levinson,

1987, p. 103). They can be summarised in the following table 2:

Notice, attend to H.

2. Exaggerate (interest, approval, sympathy with hearer).

Intensify interest to H.

Use in-group identity markers.

Seek agreement.

Avoid disagreement.

Presuppose/raise/assert common ground.

Joke.

Assert or presuppose S's knowledge of and concern for H's wants.

o

Offer, promise.

P POOINOOOOIAWINIEF

[EEN

Be optimistic.




12 Include both S and H in the activity.

13 Give (or ask for) reasons.

14 Assume or assert reciprocity.

15 Give gifts to H (goods, sympathy, understanding, cooperation

Table 2. (Brown and Levinson, 1987, p. 102).

3. Negative Politeness strategies are oriented towards negative face of H, e.g. indirect

formulation. These strategies are summed in the following points. Table 2 sums it up.

1 Be conventionally indirect.
2 Question, hedge.

3 Be pessimistic.

4 Minimize the imposition.
5 Give deference.
6

7

8

9

Apologize.

Impersonalize S and H, avoid the pronouns
State the FTA as a general rule.
Nominalize.

Table 3. (Brown and Levinson, 1987, p. 102).

and "you".
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Chapter Three

3. Review of the Literature

This chapter reviews the different notions associated with the phenomenon of
politeness, its definitions, strategies and approaches towards this phenomenon. In
addition, it reviews some sociolinguistic concepts related to talk shows and how they
function within the framework of television programmes, as well as the interaction

between interviewers and interviewees.

3.1 Sociolinguistics

There is a firm connection between language and society as language is used as
an essential means of communication and interaction between human beings. The
relationship between language and society is called sociolinguistics. Sociolinguistics is

defined by many linguists as follows:

According to Hymes (1974), sociolinguistics can be defined as not only the
association between language and society but the relation between certain linguistic and
social phenomenon. The same approach was introduced by Wardhaugh (1998: p. 12),
who stated that sociolinguistics' main scope is to examine the relation between language
and society. An additional explanation was introduced by Chaika (1994: p 3), who
stated that sociolinguistics is concerned with how people use the language in all kinds
of different social interactions. He also stated that a sociolinguist is concerned with how
people talk to teach other, such as their friends, enemies or doctors. Furthermore,
Holmes (1992: p.l1) stated that sociolinguistics is interested in examining and

investigating the differences in utterances in different social contexts. Social functions
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of language and how they are used are also a major interest. In my own opinion,

Holmes' definition can act as a broader and more specific definition.

According to Holmes (1992; p. 12), the following components will have an

impact on any linguistic choices related to any given situation:

A. Participants: who speak or the people they are talking to.
B. Setting: the situation or social context.
C. Topic: the subject being discussed.

D. Function: reason for speaking.

To summarise, the major concern of sociolinguistics is to study how language
is used in relation to social contexts in association with social relationships. It means
that sociolinguistics examines the utterances of people in relation to different social
situations and how they interact with each other. Such a study can provide a great deal
of information that can be used to analyse how language works and how members of

society use the language in different situations.

3.2 Politeness

As stated in Oxford Dictionary, the term “polite" is derived from the Latin
“politus”, which means "polished" or "made smooth". The term “politeness", as Felix-
Brasdefer (2007) stated, refers to correcting social behavior, courtly manners, the right

etiquettes and consideration for others during the social interaction.

In pragmatics, "politeness” refers to “linguistic expression of courtesy and

social position” as Trask and Stockwell (2007, p.223) mentioned. In language study,
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politeness expresses "the social distance between speakers and their different role
relationship and how face-work, that is, the attempt to establish, maintain, and save face

during conversation is carried out in a speech community” (Richards 2002, p.442).

In this quest, politeness strategies were examined by many researchers in an
attempt to put Brown and Levinson's theory into practice. For instance, a study was
conducted in Mexico by Wagner (2012) to examine the use of politeness strategies in
apologizing. The researcher collected and encoded data from 200 apologies which
occurred naturally. Upon analyzing the data collected, the study discovered that the
members of the speech community preferred and utilized negative politeness strategies

more frequently than positive politeness.

In addition, Izadi and Zilaie (2012) conducted a study to discover which positive
politeness strategies are used more frequently in emails composed by Persian speakers.
The data was collected from 60 emails composed by 25 participants of both genders
who had a friendly relationship. The researchers applied Brown & Levinson's
framework (1987) to examine those emails. Upon analyzing the data collected, the data
indicated that the most frequently employed strategy was the "in-group identity
markers"”. The respondents frequently used words like (joonam) and (azizam): both
meant dear. In addition, other widely used positive politeness strategies were (sharing
common ground) and (giving gifts to the addressee such as sympathy, understanding
and cooperation). An example of the latter was the frequent use of greetings in such

emails.
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Analogously, Pariera (2006) conducted a study to investigate the employment
of politeness strategies when composing emails about offensive topics. The 29
respondents were undergraduate students who were requested to compose emails to
their friends and another emailto a stranger describing a picture that had been displayed
for them. The results were not in conformity with Brown and Levinson's (1987) theory.
Negative politeness strategies were employed more widely when the email is sent to a friend
than a stranger. In addition, the study revealed that off-record strategies were used more

frequently with friends rather than strangers. However, the results on the employment of bald

on-record was favored by the respondents when sending emails to close friends.

On the other hand, the results derived from Newton (2004) contrasted with
Brown and Levinson's theory (1987). The researcher recorded, transcribed and
analyzed interactions among 22 respondents who work in a factory. Upon recording
and transcribing those interactions, the researcher selected three occurrences of a
complaint, a rejection and a command for further analysis. Bold on-record speech acts
were found to have been employed in the three occurrences which allows an increase
in threat to the face. Nevertheless, he argued that such conversation promotes solidarity

among members of the conversation.

3.2.1 Politeness and Gender

Gender, in my opinion, is considered another crucial factor when dealing with
politeness. Women, as Jespersen (1922) has expressed, have a language that is different
from men’s language, as men have many expressions, though they are understood by
women but still unusual to them, and never produced by them. Women were before, as

Coates (1993, p.13) described them, “invisible”, but today they believe that they have
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a different voice, psychology, experience of love, and different culture from that of

men.

Holmes (1994) argues that gender differences may influence linguistic
politeness, as women and men have different ways of interacting. She claims that
women are politer than men in talking cooperatively and supportively. Holmes analysed
the usage of language, for both women and men, and noticed how they regard some
linguistic devices like: hedges, boosters tag questions, and pragmatics particles, such as
“you know”, “I think”, “sort of”, “of course”, to increase or reduce the force of an
utterance. In addition, (Holmes, 1994) points out that women and men use language
differently since men use language as a tool to give and obtain information (referential
function of language), while women see language as a means of keeping in touch

(affective or social function).

In the same context, Agis (2012) examined how gender affects politeness'
strategies usage ina TV series in Turkey. The researcher collected data from utterances
produced by both male and female participants. Then the researchers used Brown &
Levinson’s theory (1987) to classify strategies used to positive and negative politeness;
bald-on-record and bald-off-record. The results showed that negative politeness
strategies were utilized more frequently by males in the workplace while positive

politeness was used more frequently by females.

On the other hand, the researcher examined interaction with younger people —
children and/or friends. Results showed that positive politeness strategies were used by

females while males utilized bald-off-record strategies. Moreover, males were found to
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use positive politeness strategies when an older member of the family is involved in the

conversation while females employed negative politeness strategies.

3.2.2 Politeness and Social Power

Social power or status can also have an impact on the choice of politeness
strategies used by the interlocutors. In this field, there are many factors that can affect
the choice of negative politeness mentioned by experts. First of all, the formality or
informality of the situation itself can have such impact on which politeness strategies
are used by the interlocutors. Typically, interlocutors will be more polite when
interaction occurs in a formal situation while ten to use a less formal style when the
interaction occurs in a less formal situation. Holmes (1995) suggested that this can be
referred to as "formality dimension™ in which the context can have an impact on the

choice of politeness strategies.

In addition, having a degree of familiarity between the interlocutors also
determines the choice of politeness strategies used during any intercourse. Brown and
Levinson (1987) suggested that being socially close or distant plays a role in the choice
of politeness strategies and called it "social distance". They suggested that the distant

the interlocutors are the more the need to employ politeness strategies.

Finally, social power or status can play another role in the choice of politeness
strategies during an interaction. Bonvillain (2008) suggested that several factors can
determine one's status in a community including political and social power which can
result in "inequalities among sectors of a population™. Thus, the level of conversation

can be determined by social or political power. Brown and Levinson (1987) suggested
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that social and political power helps the interlocutor to be more “influential™ in his / her
conversation which also suggests that the other part of the conversation would try to

choose their politeness strategies more carefully.

In this field, a study that was conducted by Hayati (2015) attempted to examine
the use of politeness strategies employed by the host along with face threatening acts
(FTA) and discover the effect of sociological variables when employing such strategies.
The researcher selected numerous talk shows in Indonesia to obtain data and conducted
orthographical transcription. The researchers employed Brown and Levinson Politeness
theory (1987) as a framework for the study. The study revealed that the host used
politeness strategies such as bald on-record, positive politeness, and negative
politeness. Bald on-record was used by the host to maximize the effectiveness in
conversation. The host used positive politeness to establish common ground and rapport
while negative politeness was used when the host wanted to ask about sensitive topics
or give the addressee the opportunity to defend. The effect of relative power was also
seen when the host addressed guests who enjoy high relative power using honorific
titles while the host did not use it for guests who have mid or low power. In addition,
the study revealed that politeness strategies differ with the change of social class: the
higher the social class is the higher the politeness strategies used. However, the study
showed that the imposition influenced the politeness strategies used: when talking
about a sensitive topic "the higher rank of imposition is, the higher politeness strategies

employed by the host" (Hayati, 2015).
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3.3 The Universality of Politeness

Brown & Levinson (1987) have claimed that their model is applicable to all
languages. This claim invites much debate in the literature, aiming at exploring the
differences between languages and testing the universal applicability of the theory.
(Vilkki 2006, p. 325) considers this debate normal, because Brown and Levinson “base
their theoretical assumptions on data from just three languages; English, Tzeltal and

Tamil, and; therefore, the claim for universality may naturally be criticized”.

Conversely, Leech (2007) states that despite cultural differences, there is no
East-West divide in politeness. Said (2011, p.14) says, “Linguistic politeness could be
explained as a universal of human social interaction across cultures, [and] one factor in
which forms of human interaction could be interpreted and described as instances of
politeness and in which terms of linguistic usage in any language community could be

observed and analyzed as helping to construct and produce politeness”.

According to Said (2011), the notion of “face”, in the Arabic culture, is a very
important aspect. The Arabic term for saving face is Hifz maa' al wajh, which translates
literally as “preserving the water of the face”, and the water of the face is sweat-an

indication of embarrassment (Noonan 2007).

However, there is an unjustifiable connection between politeness and
indirectness in Brown and Levinson’s (1987), as it is suggested by Leech (1983, p.
108), that indirect speech acts are almost always polite acts. Indirectness, in English

communities, is a mark of politeness, especially in negative politeness strategies, while
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direct invitations and offers, in Arabic, for instance, are thought to be politer than their

indirect counterparts (Archer et al., 2012, p. 88).

Watts (2003, p. 93) asks, referring to another problem with the model: “Can
negative face-threatening only be redressed by negative politeness strategies? Will
positive politeness always and only be addressed to positive face threats?”. Moreover,
Brown and Levinson’s (1987) model does not present any reference to the difference
between linguistic and non-linguistic politeness, or the distinction between politeness
and other related notions and concepts like tact, civility, deference, respect and other
terms which need a concentrated attention (Fraser, 1990, p. 234). | think gender

differences is one of the notions that need to be addressed too.

3.4 Language and Talk in TV Talk Shows

Television, newspapers, texting and other widely available communication
means form an important role “in mediating society to itself” as Matheson (2011, p.1)
mentioned. They use language to describe events in a particular way, a written rather
than spoken one, as in the case of newspapers. However, the written accounts
themselves rely heavily on talk, whether in interviews, phone calls or other information-
gathering activities involving reporters and their sources as Clayman (1990) sees it.
Closely, as Hutchby (2006) suggested, media studies rely significantly on the
description of the persuasive language and its relationship with the persuasive images.
Studies revolve around media as entertainment. In addition, there are certain forms of
language that are used to “cue audiences into the sense that what they are encountering

is, in fact, entertainment” (p 3). Thus, many popular talk shows and reality shows are
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characterised by the language of insinuation, confession and confrontation, which is
recognizably different from the “serious” language that we hear during a documentary
(Hutchby, 2006). Media do not only play a basic role in identifying certain issues as
“newsworthy” and hence “opinionable”, but provide the broadest and most accessible
public spaces as well (Hutchby, 2006). This ranges from radio call-ins to audience
participation shows, to the increasingly extensive use of e-mails and texting by which
audiences can participate in all sorts of broadcast events. This shows that media have
developed certain forms of interviewing. Thus, that made interview itself one of the
main sources of information about almost everything from major world events to the

lifestyles of the rich and famous.

If we look closely into broadcast interviews, we can notice that they are carried
out entirely through a specific form of talk, in which broadcaster and interviewee
normatively restrict themselves to the exchange of questions and answers (Clayman &
Heritage, 2002). Thus, the interview has been considered, as Hutchby (2006, p.4) views
it, as “a particular type of social interaction that has become very widely used in the
media”. However, such interviews are more than conversations between participants;
they are particularly carried out for the benefit of the “overhearing audience” (Heritage,

1985).

According to Tolson (2005), interviewees are aware that they speak to two
audiences, not only to an immediate co- participant but also to the invisible audience
“out there”. That is why much of the radio and TV talk seems to be, as Tolson (2005,
p.13) clarifies, “locally occasioned” by a record that needs to be introduced, a goal that

was scored, a question that needs an answere. Therefore, the setting is more



20

spontaneous rather than a "scripted dialogue™ which means it resembles a naturally
occurred talk. However, according to Tolson (2005), the very odd nature of broadcast
communication is mainly that it speaks to an absent audience as if it was co-present (at
least in time) and in ‘lively’ ways as if it was spontaneous and interactive. Nonetheless,
the fact that the audience is absent (though studio audiences have an interesting role to
play) and unable to respond directly (though call-ins and other interactive devices are
increasingly common) transforms that communication from conversational interaction

into performance.

Ellis (2000) suggested that talk show presenters talk about current events using
words such as "now" and "today" and use the present tense. In the writer's opinion, they
employ such "speech indicators whose meaning is context-dependent” so that they can
show the audience that they are talking live at the same time the audience hear them.
Furthermore, the writer indicated that those shows allow the use of live audience, the
time of recording, to maintain the ‘illusion of liveness’. However, the most significant
feature of universal television practice is "the willing participation of the viewer in this

situation"(Ellis, 2000: P. 33).

3.5 Turn-Taking Systems
As Timberg & Erler (2004) state, any TV talk show is ruled by a set of guiding
principles that make it different from any other form of TV namely soap operas, news,

or game shows, for example, and from daily conversation.

Timberg & Erler (2004, p3) stated that Television talk appearance marked "fifty

years of television practice and the preceding three decades of radio”. They also indicated
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that though there is no written script, television talk is highly organized and perpetually
introduced by an announcer, host, or team of hosts, and seems as a “fresh talk”.
Goffman (2008) calls it, a talk that is impulsive, naturally occurring, no matter how it

is planned or staged in reality.

Penz (1996) sees talk shows positioned somewhere at the middle of the
continuum of turn-allocation systems which are governed by basic turn-taking rules
proposed for conversation. There are rules introduced for an ordinary conversation that
works according to a normal turn-by-turn basis. These rules are "allocation, ordering,
length, and the content of turns at talk"; rather, participants themselves control them.
For that reason, it is too hard to pre-specify turn allocation which is not fixed in

"ordinary conversational encounters"(Greatbatch, 1988, pp.402-403).

Furthermore, Coulthard (1977, p.53) defines how the change of a speaker’s
system allows the current speaker to exercise three stages of control over the next turn.
Coulthard gives further emphasis on the fact that these selection techniques only work
utterance by utterance in conversation; for instance, the current speaker may not select
the speakers for several successive utterances. However, in some formal speech
situations, as in classrooms, courtrooms, and formal discussions, a speaker might have

the authority to select speakers for the next few utterances (Coulthard, 1977).

According to Penz (1996, p.77), one belief in talk shows is that the host, the
most privileged speaker, will get turn more often than any other individual. Moreover,
the host will have the right to select other speakers more often than any other

participant. The host may use the opportunity to open a window for the next speaker
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by producing a first part of a closeness pair much more frequently than either the guests,
experts or studio audience. As the host is the central person of the show, one may further
assume that even when others self-select, they will still have to rely on the host to be
able to get a turn. What is more, in the studio situation any speaker needs to have access
to a microphone to be heard. For the TV viewer, a visual presentation of the current

speaker is also an important factor.

3.6 Televised Interaction

Meyrowitz (1985, p.39) describes social interaction via television as watching
someone through a one-way mirror, although this someone knows that he or she is being
watched. According to Goffman’s (1959) idea, the core concept of a performance of
on-air personality is that people perform for an intended audience. Crider (2016)
elaborates that a performance of on-air personality extends now into other forms of
media, each with its own model for successful identity formation. A televised
interaction, Doyle (2009, p.18) states, is “a much more complex social event than a

face-to-face interaction between two individuals”.

Through asking and answering questions in a TV interview, particular themes
are expressed, but they are not merely understood in terms of their thematic content,
but rather as a “game” being played by interviewer and interviewee (Clayman &

Heritage, 2005).

According to Clayman and Heritage (2005, p.13), any given question hangs in
part on how it fulfils the state of playing as a “move” within the interview game. Each

question has a retrospective notion as some questions are accepted and built upon the
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interviewee’s previous remarks to move the discussion along. Meanwhile, other
questions provoke a sense of challenging. Each question has also its own prospective,
as some questions are relatively open-ended allowing the interviewee maximum space
to respond, whereas others narrow the limitation of responding and place the

interviewee under pressure to answer in a certain way.

Obviously, this process of questioning and answering carries a sufficiently great
level of meaning as the discourse of a news interview is recognized by both interview
participants and the media audience. Actually, the ability to follow the interactional
game, as it unfolds, is one of the pleasures of interview spectatorship and partly
considered as the distinctive appeal of the news interview as a genre (Clayman &

Heritage 2005).

Interaction between interviewers and interviewees, according to (Clayman &
Heritage 2005), is a generative process by which news interview content is created.
Without this interactional move, between the participants of the interview, no topic,
theme, or perspective, can find its way into the interview, because each move depends
on the moves that preceded it, and affects what gets said and done in subsequent moves

(Clayman & Heritage 2005).

Olutayo (2015) conducted a study in Nigeria to investigate the use of politeness
in Nigerian talk shows. She utilized Grice’s cooperative principle and Levinson’s
theory of Politeness as a theoretical framework to conduct the study as well. The
researcher selected four episodes from three of the most popular Nigerian TV talk

shows to collect and analyse data. Upon analyzing the samples, the researcher indicated
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that both the host and the participants attempted to cooperate to maintain politeness
strategies in the discourse. The study revealed that there were numerous occurrences of

contravention and prevarication conversational maxims and face threatening acts.

3.7 Summary of the review of literature

To sum up the above review of literature, there has been much disagreement
concerning the definition of politeness and the claim of (Brown & Levinson, 1987) of
the universality of their model, mainly concerning the applicability of politeness
strategies and face-saving concept in other languages and cultures. Talk show looks
like a spontaneous constructed conversation rather than a scripted dialogue, exactly like
a real-life conversation; therefore, it is a suitable resource for natural-occurring data.
Turn-taking rules such as allocation, ordering, length, and the content of turns at talk,
are usually left to be managed by the participants. Also, the change of speaker’s system
allows the current speaker to exercise three stages of control. Moreover, a televised
interaction is a much more complex social event than a face-to-face interaction between

two individuals.
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Chapter Four
4. Research Methodology

This study explores politeness strategies used in spoken American English and
spoken Egyptian Arabic while concentrating on conversational flow. The study

attempts to answer the following three questions:

1. What are the similarities and differences between both talk shows in terms of
using politeness strategies?

2. Is there any correlation between gender and the choice of politeness strategies?

3. What is the correlation between social power and the choice of politeness

strategies?

4.1 Data collection

In pragmatic research, many techniques of data collection are used, particularly
in cross-cultural studies. Discours completion tasks (DCT), questionnaires, and
interviews are commonly applied methods of data collection in the field of cross-
cultural pragmatics. Even though these methods of data collection have some
limitations, they “are widely used in the fields of pragmatics, intercultural
communication, and second language acquisition, mainly because their simplicity of
use and high degree of control over variables lead to easy replicability”, explained

Golato (2003, p 93).

Billmyer and Varghese (2000) mentioned that DCTs, questionnaires, and
interviews have many administrative advantages, as a method of data collection,

because they make the researcher able to adjust certain variables (e.g. age, situation,
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etc.) and to swiftly collect large amounts of data,(Beebe & Cummings,1985), without
transcription, as Johnston, Kasper, and Ross (1998) mentioned, and to statistically
measure responses from native and non-native speakers, as Blum- Kulka, House, and

Kasper (1989) stated.

However, these methods do not always correlate to natural data, as argued by
Holmes (1991), Hartford and Bardovi-Harlig (1992). Moreover, Aston (1995)
explained that they are “metapragmatic”, as they clearly require participants not to
“conversationally interact”, but to put in words “what they believe would be
situationally appropriate responses within possible, yet imaginary, interactional

settings”, as Golato (2003, p. 93) suggested.

Thus, there is another technique of data collection that is less commonly applied
in the field of pragmatics, which is recordings of naturally occurring talk. Discourse
analysis was used to analyse data and answer the study questions mentioned above.
Golato (2003) mentioned that analysing talk-in-interaction unfolds patterns of
communication. Conversation Analytic (CA) methodology allows for “the repeated and
detailed analysis of utterances in their sequential context”, according to Atkinson and
Heritage (1984, p. 4); it’s an analysis of structures that are practiced in real life and in
real time with the advantage of looking beyond speech, since CA also includes studying

the bodily performance.

4.2 Participants and Description of data

All data were extracted from American and Egyptian Talk shows aired on

television channels. Larry King Live, an American talk show, was selected as a source
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for the English data. It was broadcasted on CNN TV channel every day, from 1985 to

2010. Asasource of the Arabic data, Al Qahera Al Youm, an Egyptian daily talk show,

presented by Amr Adeeb, was chosen. It is broadcasted on ON TV, a private Egyptian

TV channel, from Sunday to Thursday, from 2000 till now.

For data reliability, the total length of both American and Egyptian talk shows

was the same. The English data, six episodes of Larry King Live, were selected,

according to the research questions covering about 6 hours of transcribed data, and

including fourteen participants: one host and thirteen guests of which eight were

selected to examine as seen in the following table:

(Table 4) CNN Larry King Live (American Data)
Date Topic Guests Duration
June 14,2010 | Did a Father Risk Daughter's Life for | 1. Laurence 30 minutes
Reality TV Show, Two Men Arrested Sunderland (father
at MacDill Air Force Base. of a 16-year-old teen
who Risked
daughter's life for
reality TV show).
2. Lorandos and t.
Craft.
3. Beau Zimmer,
reporter
April 30, 2009 | Elizabeth Edwards Breaks Her Silence. | Elizabeth Edwards One hour
June 2, 2010 Interview with Lady Gaga. Lady Gaga One hour
June 3, 2010 Interview with President Barack | Barack Obama One hour
Obama
December 1st, | Interview with Russian Prime Minister | Putin One hour
2010 Putin
February 26, | Prison Wives, Prison Husbands 1.Pam Booker, married | 40 minutes
2010 to convicted murderer
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2. Tim Mcdonald,
married to convicted
murderer.

For the Arabic data, six episodes were chosen, according to the questions of the

researcher, covering about 6 hours of transcribed data, and including twelve

participants: two hosts and eight guests as seen in the following table:

(Table 5) Amr Adeeb Kol Yom" or ""Daily Show" (Egyptian Data)

Date Topic Guests Duration
April An interview with Soaad | e Singer Soaad Al Massi One hour
16th, Almassi

2017

March An Interview with the | e Lebanese Prime Minster "Alhariri*® | One hour
23rd, Lebanese Prime Minster

2017 Alhariri

April 5th, | Interview with Egyptian | e Egyptian Actress Horya Faegali One hour
2017 Actress Horya Faegali

May 1st, | Phone call from the | e Egyptian President, Al Sisi 16

2017 Egyptian President, Al Sisi minutes
February | Truth and myth about| e Dr. Mohamed Abu Elgait Two
11th, cholesterol e Dr. Afaf Ezzat Hours
2017

February | Copt's conditions in Arish | e Margaret Azer, member of the Human | Three
26, 2010 | City in Egypt Right Committee, Egyptian Pariament | Hours

¢ Reverent Dawood Najeeb Eskandar.
¢ Reverent Sameh Moreen




29

4.3 Data Analysis

The data of this qualitative and contrastive study is drawn from naturally-
occurring interactions in talk shows. It is natural and authentic data that represent real
verbal communicative utterances and speech acts. Advantages of using such a method
include accessibility and easiness when recording. However, the main problems that
are associated with using this type of data collection may arise due to the inability to

control certain variables, specifically, sociological variables.

In general, the current study explores three main variables: language, cultural
differences and situational contexts. These three independent variables are attainable
within the data as a whole; therefore, no problems are related to the manipulation of
these variables in the light of the results of this study. The effect of the other
sociological variables (e.g. power, social distance, and imposition) on using the
investigated politeness strategies have been taken into consideration within the

framework of qualitative analysis once this effect was significant.

The main advantage of using the techniques of natural data collection, according
to Migdadi (2003) and Wolfson (1980), is the authenticity of what participants say in
the interaction in progress. However, there are still various difficulties related to the use
of natural spontaneous data. These involve the inability to manipulate social variables
for example distance, power and imposition, as claimed by Lin (2005), and Yuan
(2001); the difficulty and time-consuming efforts that are involved in collecting large
amounts of data, as Kasper, Dahl (1991), and Lin (2005) mentioned, and the

investigated linguistic behaviours might not be visible in the collected data.
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To answer question one, which is "What are the similarities and differences
between both talk shows in terms of using politeness strategies?", a comparison has
been drawn between both talk shows' hosts and guest in applying positive or negative
politeness. The similarities and differences between both talk shows in terms of using
politeness strategies were shown in the finding and discussion session. In addition,
question two which is about correlation between gender and the choice of politeness
strategies was also analysed and answered through drawing a comparison between both
talk shows and exploring whether participants in both talk shows would use the same
strategies or not. Finally, data collected from both talk shows to answer the last question
were used to analyse and answer the last question which explores the correlation

between social / political power and the choice of politeness strategies.

4.3.1 Unit of data analysis

In most of the cross-pragmatic studies of speech acts and politeness strategies,
speech act is used as an analytical tool in the conversational approach to argumentation,
as Jacobs and Jackson (1981, 1982, 1989) urged. Dealing with a single sentence as a
unit of analysis, as Lin (2005) stated, is one of the difficulties that faces speech act

theory and the politeness strategies of Brown and Levinson’s model (1987).

However, this study examines politeness strategies in spoken American English
and spoken Egyptian Arabic, concentrating on conversational flow rather than
sentences or speech acts, which explains why the term “move” is used as an analytical
unit. “Moves” have been defined, by Perez de Ayala (2001), as “structural categories
in which a turn can be divided, and which identify a new function in the discourse of

the speaker, [at this level] FTAs and politeness strategies are identified” (p. 153).
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4.3.2 Procedures

Principally, this study is built on a qualitative, descriptive and contrastive
analysis of the politeness strategies using Brown and Levinson’s model. The purpose
of using such qualitative analysis is to survey thoroughly the pragmatic similarities and
differences, besides the linguistic comprehension of these strategies. Negative and
positive politeness strategies which have been used in the Egyptian Talk shows were
analysed and compared to the parallel episodes in the American Talk shows. Every
recognised strategy was fully explored with regard to its pragmatic role, linguistic
comprehension, and the connection between social factors and the use of each strategy.
The main speech acts that were practiced in both American and Egyptian talk show
episodes were examined in the light of politeness strategies. The qualitative analysis is
aiming at comparing, and drawing a distinction between the findings of both languages
to respond to the questions of the research, as laid out in the introduction and in the

beginning of this chapter.

Gender differences were considered, for being one of the questions of the
research. Moreover, social and cultural contexts were inspected in-depth to look into
their effect on choosing certain politeness strategies, as well as situational contexts and
speech events in the investigated American and Egyptian Talk shows. Furthermore, the
impact of social power on the choice of politeness strategies employed was also

examined.
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4.3.3 Transcription of data

A total of six hours of the American English video data were downloaded from
CNN.com. However, there were some difficulties in understanding the cultural contexts
of certain “moves” in the English data, but with the assistance of three native speakers
of American English, those problems were handled. Examples from the Arabic data
used in the study were transcribed and associated with context descriptions of the

interaction in talk shows.
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Chapter Five
5. Data Analysis and Findings

This chapter presents an analysis of the collected data to inspect the politeness
strategies as they have been utilised by both hosts in the American and Egyptian talk
shows. By analyzing selected moves from the two talk shows, the usage of politeness
strategies in social interaction has been examined and described in a qualitative analysis
for each politeness strategy. In addition, the research questions are linked to and
answered in the analysis and the discussion. In this chapter, the speaker will be referred

to as (S) While the hearer will be referred to as (H).

5.1 Positive Politeness Strategies:

This section investigates the positive politeness strategies in the data obtained
from both Egyptian and American talk shows. The similarities and differences between
the hosts of both talk shows were examined, analysed and compared regarding the
pragmatic functions and linguistic realisations of the strategies that were used by hosts
and guests in both talk shows to reduce the effects of the FTAs and express solidarity

and closeness between both interlocutors for more social interaction.

Positive politeness, as Brown and Levinson (1987, p. 101) “redress directed to
the addressee’s positive face™" to show the addressee that their wants are thought of as
acceptable which correlates with essence of closeness, intimacy and solidarity between
interlocutors. In negative politeness, the sphere of relevant redress is restricted to the

imposition itself. In positive politeness, the range of redress is extended to the
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appreciation of the other interlocutor's desires in general or to the expression of

similarity between both interlocutors' wants.

According to (Brown & Levinson 1987, p.102), positive politeness strategies
contain three broad mechanisms: “claiming common ground with (H)”, “conveying
cooperation with (H)”, and “fulfilling (H)’s wants for some x”. Under each category of

these three mechanisms, lie some sub-strategies.

Eleven strategies were used by both hosts in both American and Egyptian talk
shows. Under the first strategy ‘“claim common ground”, Six sub-strategies were
recognised: notice, attend, to (H) (his interests and wants), exaggerate (interest,
approval, sympathy with (H)), use in-group markers, seek agreement, avoid
disagreement; and joke. Under the second strategy “Convey that (S) and (H) are
cooperative”, four sub-strategies were identified: assert or presuppose (S)’s knowledge
of and concern for (H)’s wants; offer, promise; be optimistic; include both (S) and (H)
in the activity. Thirdly, under "fulfilling (H)’s wants for some (X)", the strategy of

giving gifts to (H) (sympathy, understanding, cooperation) was found used.

5.1.1. Claim common ground with (H)

This is one of the most noteworthy mechanism of positive politeness. Its basic
goal is to establish solidarity and closeness to (H). Under this main category, Brown
and Levinson (1987, p. 103) suggested eight positive politeness strategies, whose
pragmatic function is to indicate that S and H both can be catigorised in the same group
of individuals who "share specific wants, including goals and values”. However, only

five strategies have been used in the collected data from both talk shows.
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5.1.1.1 Notice, attend, to H (his interests, wants, needs)

Taking notice of (H)’s needs and wants is one tool used to claim common
ground with (H). It occurs when (S) “take[s] notice of aspects of (H)’s condition
(noticeable changes, remarkable possessions, anything which looks as though (H)

would want (S) to notice and approve of it,” (Brown & Levinson 1987, p.103).

This strategy was recurrently used in the collected data, both in American
English and Egyptian Arabic as two speech acts: compliment and request information.
Both hosts analogously used this strategy to pay compliments to (H) and to request
information about personal issues. Also it was noticed that the two hosts have used this

strategy, mostly with female-guests. Consider the following example:

1. American English

a. KING: 7¢’s always good to see you and you -- you look so good.
You've got to tell me, how are you feeling?
b. EDWARDS: | feel great, actually!

In the above example, King (S), established solidarity with Elizabeth Edwards
(H) by paying attention to her appearance as she had had a cancer back then and been
betrayed by a husband. Here attending to appearance by (S) might be satisfactory to
(H), since it’s something that (H) would want (S) to notice and mention. After he had
established solidarity and closeness to (H), (S) baldly-on-record requests information
about personal issues about (H). Such technique diminishes the face threatening force
and minimises social distance. Using this strategy gives an indication that (S) and (H)

both belong the same group of persons, hence the imposition on (H) was reduced.
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2. American English

a. KING to GAGA: Oh. There will never be another you either. Let's
go to some other areas. You were raised Catholic. You were
raised as a Catholic. What are your feelings toward the
church and religion in general?

In turn (a) in the above example, King (S) introduced compliments to Lady
Gaga (H) and praised her identity too as a sort of reply to previous speech turns in which
(H) has described the iconic Pop singer Madonna as “wonderful, and there can never
be another”. Here, (S) establishes closeness to (H), through taking notice of (H)’s talent,
which is a remarkable possession, to reduce the social distance, and lessen the face
threatening force that might be caused by the direct interrogative that has been baldly-

on-record done later.

3. Egyptian Arabic

a. AMR: A
oo AT Gl 3lad T 00 uslisal) 8 Links Bia Lo Uf pan g s

But I notice, of course, in this drama series... ... [that] suddenly you
are someone else
b. Horeya: cwlv

Yes
C. AMR: Leph _pé jdil] e 5 )08 chic,

You have an outstanding ability of immersing [into

the character]

d. Horeya: < 2esJ/
Thanks to God.

e. AMR: £ (o anls Y5 ido 0 5l ...
And how are you none of these [characters]

In turn (c) in the above example, Amr Adeeb (S) established closeness to (H)
by paying compliments to Horeya Farghaly (H) by taking notice of (H)’s talent as an
actress and her outstanding ability to immerse into characters. Here attending to (H)’s

goods by (S) was satisfactory to (H), as appeared in turn (d), where (H)’s response
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showed (H)’s acceptance of the compliment. Such act might refer to admiring oneself.
This strategy lessens the face threatening force of the direct interrogation that was

baldly-on-record used later.

4. Egyptian Arabic

a. Souad Massi: "l A" st A J5Y] 2 sVl Cpai]

| have started with the first album , which is Raoui
[story-teller].

b. Amr: cea JlS 0255/ " Cirans L/

I have listened to Raoui, it was very beautiful

c. Souad Massi: /<4

Thank you

In turn (b) in the above example, Amr Adeeb (S) pays compliments to Souad
Massi (H) by taking notice of (H)’s goods in order to establish solidarity and closeness
to (H). In turn (c), attending to (H)’s goods by (S) was satisfactory to (H) as (H)
responded in appreciation token “/<<”, “Thanks” which reflected (H)’s acceptance of

the compliment.

5.1.1.2 Exaqgerate (interest, approval, sympathy with H)

Brown & Levinson (1987) suggested that this strategy of positive politeness
occurs on the expression or utterances used in “exaggerated intonation, stress, or other

aspects of prosodics, as well as with intensifying modifiers” (P. 104).

This strategy has been detected used in the collected data, both in American
English and Egyptian Arabic, in exaggerated intonation, and with intensifying
modifiers. The two hosts have used this strategy, mostly with female-guests, in the same
manner, as a softener, for the purpose of establishing solidarity and closeness to (H).

Consider the following example:
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5. American English

a. KING: We're back with our remaining moments with
Lady Gaga. We decided, since you were so much in
honor of us, we'll have a little in honor of you and
go the sun glass route.

b. GAGA: Oh, Larry, you are so shady.

C. KING: Look at this. You're adorable.

As appears through turn (c) in the above example, King (S) exaggerates his
interest in Lady Gaga (H), using exaggerative intonation in saying “look at this”, with
an intensifying modifier “adorable”, to soften the big face threatening force that has
been caused by his request, in turn (a), of asking (H) to take off the sun glasses. Such

strategy could enable (S) to get closer to (H)’s territory and establish closeness to (H)

and ease any imposition on (H).

6. American English

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards. "Resilience",
terrific book with a new afterword now out in
paperback.

In the above example, King (S) uses an intensifying modifier “terrific”, and
exaggeratedly stressing on it, in order to soften any expected face threatening force that

may be occurred in the next turns, and to establish closeness to (H).

7. Egyptian Arabic

a. AMR to Horeya: (50 440/ 4
What a suavity of manner!

In the above example, Amr (S) uses an intensifying expression, “s2 43 1l 4,

“what a suavity of manner”, to describe the delicate attitude of Horeya Farghaly (H) in



39

order to soften any face threatening acts might be occurred in previous turns, and to

establish closeness to (H).

8. Egyptian Arabic

a. AMR to Souad Massi [after singing a song]: /s gse <0/
God, it is very joyful!

In the above example, Amr (S) uses the intensifying modifier, “&”, “God”, and
the intensifying adjective “13> zex , “very joyful” in exaggerative intonation to express
to Souad Massi (H) his admiration of her music. Such strategy softens any expected

face threatening acts that may occur in the following turns, and establishes closeness

5.1.1.3 Use in-group identity markers

There are numerous tools used to "convey in-group membership, (S) can
implicitly claim the common ground with (H) that is carried by that definition of the
group. These include in-group usages of address forms, of language or dialect, of jargon
or slang, and of ellipsis." (Brown & Levinson 1987, p. 107). Addressing (H) in the
second person plural pronoun, as an honorific form, and other address forms such as
“dear, honey, brother, sister, son, mate, sweetheart... etc, are tools that can be used to

soften FTASs.

This strategy was used by each of the two hosts only once with a female-guest,
which indicates gender differences affect choosing politeness strategies when talking
to the other gender. Using other address forms such as “dear”, in American English,

and " 4", in Egyptian Arabic which literally means “daughter” but refers more to
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“dear” as well, to soften FTAs and claim the common ground with (H) that is carried

by that definition of the group.

Interestingly, both hosts followed address forms with the full name of (H), as

appeared in the following two examples:

9. American English

KING: Thank you, dear. Lady Gaga.

10. Egyptian Arabic

Amr: e 8 4o il oo AU b
Daughter [dear], you are Horeya Faraghaly.

5.1.1.4 Seek agreement

In order to maintain agreement with (H) and satisfies (H)'s want to be "right",
(S) can raise topics that are "safe". Brown and Levinson (1987, p.113) stated that “the
more (S) knows about (H) the closer to home will be the safe topics he can pursue with
(H) to show that (S) has interest in maintaining a relationship with him”. Moreover,
repeating part or all of what the preceding speaker said, in a conversation, could be
perceived as a way of showing agreement. This technique might be used to stress

emotional agreement with the utterance (or to stress interest or surprise).

This strategy has been used in the collected data in both American English and
Egyptian Arabic in the form of repetition. Both hosts repeated one part or all of what
the preceding speaker has said, but sometimes synonymously repeating what was said

or used some expressions such as “yes” in American English data, and "k:klL" in the
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Arabic data which means “exactly” in order to indicate stressing agreement. Although
these expressions were not mentioned by Brown and Levinson (1987) in their list of the
formulas of seeking agreement, but they satisfy some aspects of positive politeness, as
they are oriented not only for redressing an FTA, but for positive face wants in general.
Similarly, both hosts used this strategy as a softener, for satisfying the desire of (H) to
be “right”, or to be corroborated in his opinions. However, the Egyptian host was
noticed frequently using this technique mostly with the prestigious guests or those of

higher social power. Consider the following examples:

11. American English

EDWARDS: | feel like, you know, we had a
symbiotic way of dealing with one
another.

KING: Yes, you have.

12. American English

KING: Do you think all prison should allow conjugal visits?
BOOKER: Absolutely. Empirical research does play this out that it
is beneficial to keeping families united. It helps reduce recidivism
rates. It helps reduce intergenerational crime. And it helps keep the
prisons in order, because it gives the prisoners something to work
toward.

KING: An outlook.

In the previous examples, the American host (S) shows that he has interest in
maintaining a relationship with (H), by repeating part of what (H) has said, as appeared
in example (11), to stress emotional agreement with (H), or a synonymous of what was

said, as shown in example (12), to stress his interest of (H)’s opinion.

13. Egyptian Arabic
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AL-SISI: oS lgiliy 5l jsle U, AlSll pail],, Jsir Uf -
SY) panill i ila Y] s e JiY, da) ey saTsall 4
I want to tell you, and | may have said it in the conference....
frankly, population growth -l say- it’s one of the big
challenges, [that is] not less than the challenge of terrorism.
AMR: L.L1L
Exactly

14. Egyptian Arabic

a. S. AI-HARIRI: (e 4 sar (a5 6dals ¥ copad) Lisile Ling lisks
(i o 5ol Jsin OIS Lt 8 Ll YT ol ailivs A s sl
In Lebanon, we have suffered the civil war,

and may in one phase of [war] phases who would follow the
civil war in Lebanon, would say this will not be ended.

b. AMR: 4lgi 20

Endless

c. S. AI-HARIRI: <gii/ o<t

But it was over.
d. AMR: Ly e 4
overnight

In the previous examples, the Egyptian host (S) shows himself as interested in
maintaining a relationship with (H), by uttering “lkll" or "exactly”, as appeared in
example (13), to indicate his agreement with (H), or synonymously repeating what was
said, as shown in example (14), to stress his agreement with (H)’s opinion. Note that
Adeeb is interviewing a person of social power (Prime Minister). Using such strategy

would help increase rapport and reduce FTA.

5.1.1.5 Avoid disagreement

Token agreement lies in (S)’s desire to agree or appear to agree with (H) that
leads (S) for pretending to agree. The (S) may agree or hide her/his disagreement by
twisting the utterances to appear as an agreement, or to soften disagreement. In addition,
irony could be used as an indication of superficially agreeing with the preceding

utterance. (Brown and Levinson, 1987. p.222). furthermore, using a conclusory marker,
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like “then” in English, to indicate that (S) is drawing a conclusion to a line of reasoning

carried out cooperatively with (S) could be a pseudo-agreement.

(S) might also avoid telling the truth when necessary in order not to damage
(H)’s positive face. (S) may opt to be ambiguous about his own opinions by using
hedges, such as extremes, and intensifying modifiers, to make his/her opinion safely
vague. Declaring personal opinion can risky unless (S) is certain of (H)’s opinion on
the subject. Hence, these hedges may be used to soften FTAs of suggesting or criticising

or complaining. (Brown & Levinson 1987: pp.116-117)

This strategy was used in the collected data, American English and Egyptian
Arabic, in the form of token agreement and irony. Both hosts analogously used this
strategy, almost in the same manner, as a softener of any FTAs of suggesting or
criticising or complaining. Both hosts were noticed twisting the utterances to soften
disagreement, however, the Egyptian host has exclusively used irony as a technique to

avoid disagreement. Consider the following examples:

15. American English

EDWARDS: | wanted the book to be accurate. | didn't want it
to be sensational, but | wanted it to be accurate.

KING: But you also took out some things.

16. American English

PUTIN: This is no threat on our part. We've been simply
saying that this is what expects all of us to happen if we don't
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agree on joint effort there. That's it. Once again, we don't want
this to happen at all.

KING: Well, you're saying it's not a threat but it does sound
like a threat.

In the examples above, king tried to soften his disagreement with (H), by
twisting the utterances to indicate that the book is not really accurate, as appeared in
example (15). In example (16), King (S) tries not to show his disagreement clearly with
Putin since Putin is of a higher political power, so he hides his disagreement with Putin

that the new missile nuclear of Russia is a threat.

17. Egyptian Arabic

Horeya: 4isise o U/
lam not crazy. )
AMR: 5 i alSo duad Lif (alSis UIS £ Ligine Y ol jears ¥ <Y Y
) Lo L L) ]
No no, God forbid, not crazy at all? We all talk, | talked
to myself in the mirrors before | have come [here].

18. Egyptian Arabic
S. AI-HARIRI: ge gliall 5,08 ) Jea 5i o JY Lin) 40Y pdli o jY i
il

We have to defend because we need to achieve
the capacity of self-defence.

AMR: (i Lin/ i Lol <l sy Lails md Lo wISTL Lol (5515 5 gif
Yes, but when we talk to them [Hizbollah], they say
when it [the Lebanese Army] is capable we would...

As shown above in the examples, Amr Adeeb (S) softens his disagreement with
(H), by using irony as an indication of superficially agreeing with what was said by (H),
as appeared in example (17), and by twisting the utterances, as seen in example (18), to
indicate that the Lebanese army wouldn’t achieve the capability of self-defence because

of Hizbollah’s control.
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5.1.1.6 Joke

According to Brown & Levinson (1987, p.124), Joking is a positive politeness
technique which function as a tool to put (H) “at ease”. However, "mutual shared
background and values™ are needed as a basis for jokes to be effective. Thus, jokes are
used to indicate that common background and shared values are maintained.

This technique was used by both hosts to put (H) at ease. Consider the following
examples:

19. American English

KING to PUTIN: how would you describe the relationship
between you and President Medvedev? There are some who
say the statement goes that you're Batman and he's Robin.

Note that Putin is of a high social order and that King does not see any problem

in making jokes to him to put Putin (H) at ease.

20. American English

LADY GAGA: Should I call you Larry or should I call you
King Larry?

KING: Well, King Larry would be a great honor, but let's do
Larry, and I'll do Gaga.

21. Egyptian Arabic

a. AMR: FbL/ sad ) o8 Liai 5 jle 0
You would want to co-star with Rushdi Abaza?
b. Horeya: 7
Sure
C. AMR: s/ A5 s puSiin [ 1iS 00 00 d:éb/é;.uu
He would have broken you.(he was a very strong
and well built actor)

22. Egyptian Arabic
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A Amr: £Le ) i g 50gd | g pulii (preive w3/
Are you ready to have coffee with Hizbollah for instance?
b. S. Al-Hariri: 46 Lisl culae 6 Lisi . 44,
We in the cabinet .... there are.... there are members. ...
C. AMr: éspd 44
There is coffee.
5.1.2 Convey That S and H Are Cooperative
The second major mechanism of positive-politeness strategies is the want to
show that cooperation and involvement are maintained between both the speaker and
the addressee. According to Brown & Levinson (1987, p.125), maintained cooperation
between (S) and (H) indicates that there are shared goals and shows that the
"'cooperators can serve to redress (H)’s positive-face want". This mechanism is used to
claim that there is an amount of flexibility between the wants of both (S) and (H): such
as (S) wants what (H) wants for (H), or through assuming that (H) wants what (S) wants

for himself, or when (S) may show his cooperation with (H) by indicating that he

believes (S) and (H) have mutual interests. (Brown & Levinson 1987, p.125)

5.1.2.1 Assert or presuppose S's knowledge of and concern for H's wants

According to (Brown & Levinson, 1987) "To put pressure on (H) to cooperate
with (S), is to assert or imply knowledge of (H)’s wants and willingness to fit one's own

wants in with them” (p.125).

In the collected data, such technique was analogously used by the American and
Egyptian hosts, for the same purpose. Nonetheless, it was noticed that the American
host has applied this technique exclusively with prestigious guests or with guests of
social power while the Egyptian host made use of it to prestigious and female gusts.

Consider the following example.
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23. American English

KING to PUTIN: I know that you're working on your English,
Mr. Prime Minister. You -- you spoke in English at an
International Olympic Committee meeting. You did an
interview with Matthew Chance for CNN two years ago and
spoke in English. Are you ready to come out in English?

24. American English

KING to OBAMA: | know you're going down to the Gulf
again. But there's a question that a lot of us are pondering.
After this is over, what about hurricanes?

As appeared in the examples above, King (S) puts pressure on (H) to cooperate
with him by implying knowledge of (H)’s wants and willingness to fit with (S)’s own
wants, as to urge (H) to speak in English, as seen in example (23), or to answer the
pondering question, as shown in example (24). Note that both guests here are of high

social power.

25. Egyptian Arabic

Amrto S. Al-Hariri: —Ldll GLill § ulus & suia gall 138 5l i jle Uf
o Y lrde Jand ] o jon Mty 5D 23US s dala af oo ey S5
Lo Wiy Ll () fo0 w2 6 ) L
I know that this subject is sensitive to the Lebanese
issue, but this the last thing for now. It is said by Hizbollah
that we have prevented terrorism from reaching Lebanon by
entering Syria (...) what do you think of such a talk?

26. Egyptian Arabic

AMR to Horeya: <llsaes OIS 5/ ¢ oSy Caman Ul i jle Ul (51 idds
o
You see how, | know, | felt you, you were bewitched?
The examples above show that Adeeb (S) has put pressure on (H) to cooperate

with him by asserting the knowledge of (H)’s wants and willingness to fit with (S)’s
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own wants, in order to know (H)’s opinion of Hizbollah’s claims, as noticed in example

(25), or to know if (H) believes in witchcraft, as shown in example (26).

5.1.2.2 Offer, promise

According to Brown & Levinson (1987, p.125), offering a promise is another
means to " redress the potential threat of some FTAs". Thus, (S) can show their
cooperation with (H) by claiming that (H) would help (S) to fulfil their wants and needs.
This strategy also indicates that (S) has good intentions towards (H) while satisfying

(H)’s positive-face wants by using offers and promises even if they are false.

As manifested in the results, this technique was slightly used by both hosts in
the collected data, American English and Egyptian Arabic. The American host applied
it to female-guests, while the Egyptian host used it with female and prestigious guests.

Consider the following examples.

27. American English

a. KING: Before we talk about some issues, | want to read one
segment from the book.

b. EDWARDS: OK.

¢. KING: And I'll have you read them.

28. American English

GAGA: | can buy you a drink when | come see you in New
York.
KING: You've got it. Let's get together soon, OK?

In the previous examples, King (S) stresses his cooperation with (H) in order to

redress any potential FTASs, by giving a promise that shows his good intention in
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satisfying (H)’s positive-face wants, as appeared in example (27), or by giving a
promise to fulfil (H)’s invitation and in the same time give an offer to meet soon, as

seen in example (28).

29. Egyptian Arabic

S. Al-Hariri: gl 4 el ol gk
And see you in Lebanon
AMI: Gl 8 i pan 5 5 Y
I should visit you in Lebanon.

As shown above, Adeeb (S) stresses his cooperation with (H) in order to redress
any FTA that might have occurred during the show, by giving a promise to visit (H),

such an act could show his good intention in satisfying (H)’s positive-face wants.

30. Egyptian Arabic

a. AMI: iz 028 3 Y/ e ey L paS dala cllacf aadl Y

I mean | will produce for you something commercial to
be frank.
b. Souad Massi: chaiwe

No way
c. Amr: &LY llolory A pusdlle (b Ll yida 5 iny Lin)] Sllb.bs
I will manage everything, and purchase Facebook fans

to give you “LIKE”.

In the Above turns, Adeeb (S) stresses his cooperation with (H) in order to
redress any potential FTAs, by giving an offer, that shows his good intention in

satisfying (H)’s positive-face wants, even if it is a false offer.
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5.1.2.3 Be optimistic

In this strategy, (S) will put pressure on (H) to cooperate with, or at least claim
that (H) will cooperate with (S) because it will be done with mutual shared interests.
Usually, this strategy goes together with the technique of minimizing the size of the
face threat. This minimising might be literally stated with expressions such as a little, a
bit, for a second, or by using optimistic expressions such as | hope/imagine, won’t you,

and so on. (Brown & Levinson 1987: p.126).

However, this strategy was slightly applied in the collected data, American
English and Egyptian Arabic. Both hosts used it, uttering the optimistic expressions
such as, | hope, in American English and insha’allh in Egyptian, which means "on
God’s will", or in other words, “hopefully”. However, the American host applied it
once to a prestigious-guest, while the Egyptian host used it with female and prestigious

guests. Consider the following examples:

31. American English

KING TO PUTIN: And, again, | hope next year to visit and
spend some time with you in Moscow and bring the family, as
well.

In the above example, King (S) presumes that (H) wants what he wants for both
of (S) and (H), and that (H) will help (S) to obtain these wants (to meet again) as

appeared in example (31), in order to convey that (S) and (H) are cooperators.

32. Egyptian Arabic
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AMr to S. Al-Hariri:  <ufs o0 Lis ey AL ) oL ) i o U
S5 a5l 4 s
Mr. Prime minister, God willing, 7’/ meet you after a
year when you come to visit Egypt again.
As shown above in the example, Adeeb (S) presumes that (H) will do what (S)
wants for both of them, and that (H) will help (S) to obtain these wants. Adeeb used

this technique to redress any potential AFTs and convey that he and (H) are cooperators.

5.1.2.4 Include both S and H in the activity

Brown & Levinson (1987: p.127) mentioned that, using the pronouns such as
"we" when the speaker actually means "I or "you" helps to "call upon the cooperative
assumptions and thereby redress FTAs”. In the collected data, this strategy was used by
both hosts. They applied it in taking breaks or calls, as in Amr Adeeb case, or to take
the same action or deepen the dialogue, as Larry King's situation. Both hosts uttered the
same inclusive “we” form, “let’s”, in American English, and "Wwi" which means
“let’s” in Egyptian Arabic, to provoke cooperative assumptions in order to redress any
potential FTAS. Also, it was noticed that the Egyptian host didn’t use this technique

with the prestigious guests. Consider the following examples:

33. American English

KING: All right. Let's take another look at what the president
had to say about the Gulf oil disaster. Watch.

In the above example, King (S) calls upon cooperative assumptions with (H)
using the inclusive “we” form “let’s” that means (S) and (H), to redress any FTA that

might be caused in asking to do the same action, as seen in example (33)

34. Egyptian Arabic
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Amr: Lo s bS jsle an S8 oddils OYladl 250 LS b
Ules ¢l ss

Ok, [et’s take some calls. Everyone wants to talk to Horeya,
we have today Horeya Faraghaly.

In the example above, Amr Adeeb (S) uses the inclusive “we” form “Lis <

“khalina” which means (S) and (H), to take calls to redress any potential FTA.

5.1.3 Fulfil H's want for some X

The last mechanism of positive-politeness according to Brown and Levinson
(1987: p.129) occurs when (S) decides to redress (H)’s face directly by fulfilling what
(H) wants. It indicates that (S) wants what (H) wants for himself/herself in some

particular respects. This mechanism includes the following last strategy:

5.1.3.1 Give gifts to H (goods, sympathy, understanding, cooperation)

According to Brown & Levinson (1987: p.129), giving gifts to (H) “(S) may
satisfy (H)’s positive-face want (that S want (H)’s wants, to some degree) by actually
satisfying some of H's wants". As appeared in the collected data, both American English
and Egyptian Arabic, this strategy was noticed used by both hosts mainly with female-
guests, in the same manner and for the same purpose of fulfilling (H)’s wants. Consider

the following example:

35. American English

KING: What does the chemo do?

EDWARDS: Well, this chemo --

KING: You're in a stage four, right?

EDWARDS: I'm stage four. The chemo I'm taking right now
actually has a lot of effect on my blood so, you know, I'm not
supposed to cut my cuticles or floss or do things --

KING: Really?
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36. American English

LADY GAGA: I'm more interested in helping my fans to love
who they are and helping them to reject prejudice and reject
those things that they're taught from society to not like
themselves.

KING: Well said.

As seen above, Larry King (S) gives (H) gifts by fulfilling (H)’s wants to be
cared about, as noticed in example (35), or to be liked, admired, as shown in example

(36).

37. Egyptian Arabic:

Amr to Souad Massi: Fle 4als s 4 jle 48 7 e 4 lipn f s
038 sy ST ina g (Sa geislel] LalS grilid 53160 e oyl

| feel that there is a cure in your voice, there is, you know the
Arabic word for cure is not sufficient, healing the word healing
might be meaningful, | feel that.

In the previous example, Amr Adeeb (S) gives (H) gifts by fulfilling (H)’s wants

to be liked, admired.

5.1.4 Summary of The Analysis of Positive Politeness Strategies

There are many similarities that were discovered between the turns that were
signalled as positive politeness strategies in both American and Egyptian talk shows.
Eleven positive politeness strategies were found used. Six Under the first super-strategy
“claim common ground”: 1) notice, attend, to (H) (his interests, wants, needs, goods);
2) exaggerate (interest, approval, sympathy with (H)); 3) use in-group markers; 5) seek
agreement; 5) avoid disagreement; and 6) joke. However, avoiding disagreement was
used mainly when the guest was of a high social order. Four under the second super-

strategy “Convey that (S) and (H) are cooperative”: 1) assert or presuppose (S)’s
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knowledge of and concern for (H)’s wants; 2) offer, promise; 3) be optimistic; 4)
include both (S) and (H) in the activity. One strategy under “fulfilling (H)’s wants for
some (X)" the strategy of giving gifts to (H) (goods, sympathy, understanding,

cooperation) was especially used when the guest is prestigious or from the other gender.

Both hosts analogously adopted the same positive politeness strategies for the
same purposes. They have applied three positive strategies: notice, attend, to (H) (his
interests, wants, needs, goods); exaggerate (interest, approval, sympathy with (H)); and
use in-group markers, exclusively to female-guests, to soften any face threatening force
and to claim ground with (H). As for the strategy of seeking agreement, it was noticed
that the Egyptian host has frequently used this strategy mostly with the prestigious
guests. The strategy of avoiding disagreement was used in the form of token agreement
and irony. The two hosts have been noticed twisting the utterances to soften
disagreement, however, the Egyptian host has been observed exclusively using irony
as a technique to avoid disagreement. The strategy of joking has been used by the two
hosts to put (H) at ease. It was noticed that the American host used this strategy “assert
or presuppose (S)’s knowledge of and concern for (H)’s wants” exclusively with guests
of high social power, while the Egyptian host made use of it to prestigious and female
guests. The strategy of offering and promising was applied by the American host to
female-guests, but the Egyptian host has used it with female and prestigious guests. The
two hosts have used the strategy of being optimistic through uttering the optimistic
expressions, “I hope”, as in American English, and “insha’allh”, in Egyptian Arabic,
with a prestigious-guest, as the American host has done, or with female and prestigious

guests as in the case of Egyptian host. The American host have used the strategy of
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including (S) and (H) in the activity of taking the same action or deepening the dialogue,
while the Egyptian host applied it in taking breaks, or calls. Both host used the same
inclusive “we” form, “let’s”, in American English, and "wi" “khalina”, in Egyptian
Arabic, to provoke cooperative assumptions and redress any potential FTAS. Finally,
the strategy of giving gifts to (H) (goods, sympathy, understanding, cooperation) was
noticed used analogously by both hosts mainly with female-guests, in the same manner

and for the same purpose of fulfilling (H)’s wants to be liked and cared about.

5.2 Negative Politeness

Brown & Levinson (1987: p.129) defines negative politeness as a "redressive
action addressed to the addressee’s negative face: his want to have his freedom of action
unhindered and his attention unimpeded. It’s the heart of respect behaviour, just as
positive politeness is the kernel of “familiar” and “joking” behaviour”. Its job is to

minimize "particular imposition that the FTA unavoidably effects" (p.129).

Brown & Levinson (1987: P. 130) also describe Negative politeness as the most
specific, focused, elaborate and conventionalised set of linguistic strategies for FTA
redress. It is linguistically realised in the conventional indirectness, hedges on
illocutionary force, polite pessimism, the emphasis on (H)’s relative power. The outputs
of this strategy are all social distancing forms, a social break that (S) can put whenever
wants on to the course of his interaction. The main focus of this strategy is to
automatically assume that (S) might be imposing (H), and intruding on her/his space.

Negative politeness is employed when face "loss" is greatly expected.
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According to Brown and Levinson (1987, p.131), negative politeness has been
outlined into five main categories: “be direct”, “don't presume/assume”, “don't coerce
(H)”, “communicate (S)’s wants to not impinge on (H)”, and “redress other wants of

(H)’s”, under which ten strategies are placed.

It was noticed that there were six strategies used in the collected data, both
American English and Egyptian Arabic. Under the first strategy “be direct”, the sub-
strategy “be conventionally indirect” has been used by the Egyptian and American
hosts. Under the second strategy “don't presume/assume”, the sub-strategy of “question,
hedge” was utilised by both hosts. There were two sub-strategies under the third
strategy “don't coerce (H)” that were used by both hosts. “Minimise the imposition™
was exclusively applied by the Egyptian host, while “give deference” was used by both
hosts. Under the strategy “communicate (S)’s want to not impinge on (H)”, two sub-
strategies were utilized in both talk shows: “apologise” was used exclusively by the

Egyptian host while “impersonalise (S) and (H)”” was utilised infrequently both hosts.

5.2.1 Be Direct

To perform a speech act directly is the straightforward way of conveying its
illocutionary force. Nonetheless, Brown and Levinson (1987) stated that people
sometimes face a sort of conflict between two contradicted desires: to go on-record and
to be indirect. The output of the strategy “be direct” is the compromising sub-strategy

of being “conventionally indirect”.
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5.2.1.1 Be Conventionally Indirect

In this sub-strategy, (S) faces opposing tensions such as: the desire to give (H)
an “out” by being indirect, and the desire to go on record. This contradiction is solved
by the compromise of being conventionally indirect, using phrases and sentences that
have determined meanings that differ from the actual and literal meanings of the
utterances (Brown & Levinson 1987: p.132). There are also syntactic questions that are
used to express (H's) request to get information, assertions of facts, or imperatives to

command.

However, the sub-strategies mentioned above are not the only that could be
signalled under the strategy of being conventionally indirect since there are rhetorical
questions to make assertions, imperatives to make offers, assertions to command.
Moreover, stating or questioning a felicity question is a way of making indirect speech

act (Brown & Levinson 1987: p.132).

As shown in the previous results, there is a general tendency to follow direct
strategies by the two hosts. Therefore, few instances of using the sub-strategy of “being
conventionally indirect” were spotted in the collected data from both American English
and Egyptian Arabic. This sub-strategy was applied by both hosts through using phrases
and sentences with different meanings from their literal meanings or stating or
questioning a felicity condition in order to compromise the opposing tensions between
both (H) and (S) wants to give (H) an “out” and to go on record. Consider the following

examples:

38. American English
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KING: Can you teach now?
T. CRAFT: At this point | am fighting to get my certificate
back. Because | will fight that fight.

39. American English

KING: What part of it is your baby? What part of it is the
country and not BP?

OBAMA: Well, BP caused this spill. We don't yet know exactly
what happened. But whether it's a combination of human
error, them cutting corners on safety or a whole other variety
of variables, they're responsible.

40. American English

KING: Do you believe you will go somewhere when you pass on?
GAGA: Do | believe in heaven
KING: Yes

In the previous examples, (S) faces opposing tensions: the desire to give (H) an
“out” by being indirect, and the desire to go on record; therefore, (S) decides to be
conventionally indirect by stating or questioning a felicity condition, as appeared in
example (38), or by using phrases and sentences with different meanings from their

literal meanings, as seen in examples (39), (40).

41. Egyptian Arabic

AMr: e i pons Jlof 5Sas
Can | ask you a question?
Ms. Margret: s L5 s/
Yes, sir

42. Egyptian Arabic

AMr: e 45 ohino &lif Luls Laiseal] i/
Do you feel you are lucky in Cinema?

As in the examples of American English data, the Egyptian host (S) tries to

compromise the conflict between the desire to give (H) an “out” and the desire to go on
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record, through requesting, as shown in example (41), or uttering “4a shsase”, “mahzoza”,

“lucky” while meaning “successful”, as revealed in example (42).

5.2.2 Do Not Presume/Assume

Not to presume or assume is the second mechanism for redressing negative face
threats. According to Brown and Levinson (1987, p. 144), this strategy indicates that
“(S) avoids presumptions about (H), his wants, what is relevant or interesting of his

attention”.

5.2.2.1 Question, Hedge

Using hedges is considered the most common technique to keep (S) and (H)
distant from the FTA and redress (H)’s negative face. According to Brown and
Levinson (1987, p. 145), a hedge is defined as “a particle, word, or phrase that modifies
the degree of membership of a predicate or noun phrase in a set; it says of that
membership that it is partial, or true only in certain respects, or that it is more true and
complete than perhaps might be expected”. Hedges can be used to modify the
illocutionary force of the utterance whether through weakening or strengthening it; a
hedge says of the utterance that it is “true only in certain respects, or that it is more true
and complete than perhaps might be expected”. Weakening hedges, such as "sort of”,
“maybe”, soften the utterance, while strengthening hedges, such as “sure”, “actually”,
act as emphatic hedges. The function of these hedges is not to impose on (H) or assume

that (H) necessarily takes the utterance of (S) as true.

Also, there are the Maxim hedges which are frequently used in ordinary talk,

and applied in many cases of politeness. These hedges are: Quality hedges which
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weaken (S)’s commitment such as (I think, perhaps, you should); Quantity hedges may
be used to redress complaints or requests such as (Could you make this copy more or
less final?); Relevance hedges are useful ways of redressing offers or suggestions such
as “this may be misplaced, but would you consider”; and Manner hedges that can be
used to redress all kinds of FTAs - for example, insults (You are not exactly thrifty, if

you see what | mean) (Brown & Levinson 1987: p.132).

This strategy was adopted by both hosts in the American and Egyptian talk
shows, using mostly the quality hedges, while the other hedges - such as weakeners or
strengtheners - were infrequently used, in order to keep (S) and (H) distant from the

FTA and redress (H)’s negative face. Consider the following examples:

43. American English

KING: You -- so I'm gathering you liked him a lot
PUTIN And he has a very good family. | was very pleased when |
visited his father's house in human terms.

44. American English

KING: And his followers sure loved him.

As appeared in the examples above, the American host applied the “question,
hedge” technique, to keep both (S) and (H) distant from the FTA and redress (H)’s
negative face. As shown in example (43), the Quality hedges were used, while in
example (44), (S) used the strengthening hedges, “sure”, in order not to impose on (H)

or assume that (H) necessarily takes the utterance of (S) as true.

45. Egyptian Arabic
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Amr:
o ST GBS Luilialll &y pacaal] Clidld] g )5 A Kar SY) 28 51 58 gasi pl) AL
aa ) e e ) 25l o] ) sl o S dae | a5 4l
SLilialll &y pocaal] AENall Lol i 5 A (5 gl 8 4y
Mr. Prime Minister, this is possibly the largest delegation in the
history of Egyptian-Lebanese relations, | think more than one
hundred and a large number of ministers?

46. Egyptian Arabic

AMr: 528 Olb o cung (Sao SSYI s
Does the food possibly cause breast cancer?

In the above examples, the Egyptian host follows the strategy “question, hedge”,
to keep (S) and (H) distant from the FTA and redress (H)’s negative face. (S) uses the
Quality hedges, as seen in example (45), and the weakening hedges, “S<<”, as in
example (46), in order not to impose on (H) or assume that (H) necessarily takes the

utterance of (S) as true.

5.2.3 Do Not Coerce (H)

Brown & Levinson (1987: p.172) mentioned the third catigory of redressing
(H)’s negative-face want is applied as the FTA involves a predication of (H)’s act while
requesting his aid, or offering him something to accept. Redressing such FTAs, could
be made by avoiding coercing (H)’s response and explicitly by giving (H) the option
not to do the act, or assuming that (H) is not likely to do the act so that it would be easy
for (H) to choose not to do the act. Such a technique makes the strategy of “being
pessimistic”, which did not occur in any of the sets of data. In addition, avoiding
coercion might be done by minimising the threat of coercion by clarifying (S)’s views

and values, as happened while following the strategy of “minimising the imposition”.
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5.2.3.1 Minimise The Imposition

According to Brown & Levinson (1987: p.176) this strategy enables (S) to
reduce any potential FTA by indicating that the "intrinsic seriousness of the imposition”
is not huge leaving only possible weighty factors. Therefore, (S) may indirectly pay (H)
deference. It was noticed in the collected data, that it is only the Egyptian host who used
this strategy to eliminate any potential FTA by indicating that the imposition on (H)

was not great. Consider the following examples.

47. Egyptian Arabic

AMr: les Ao ol e GLalll duad) Slad o) 46 phal] 5] s &l puian Jlows G
il 4] 4y Luliadll 3 gasl]

I am just asking you a question, or about the way, if the Lebanese

Army is not really able to defend the Lebanese borders, what are

your suggestions?

In the above example, (S) disambiguates the major determinant of the
seriousness of an FTA, explaining through these expressions such as &b jas Jlu Ul

JIsw”, “T am just asking you™.

5.2.3.2 Give Deference

Brown & Levinson (1987: p.178) suggested that there are two sides to realise
deference: (S) "humbles and abases himself", or "raises (H) through paying him positive
face that “"satisfies (H)’s want to be treated as superior”. By conveying such an
awareness of a high discrepancy directly, deference defuses any potential FTAs by
showing (H) that (S) understands (H's) right to be protected from imposition. This

technique is used mostly to indicate that (H) has a higher social order than (S).



63

This strategy was used by both hosts in both American and Egyptian talk shows,
mostly with female and guests of higher social order, through raising (H) by paying
him/her positive face that satisfies (H)’s want to be treated as superior. Consider the

following examples:

48. American English

KING: Thank you, Mr. President.
OBAMA: Thank you, Larry. Appreciate you.

49. American English

KING: Your videos are hugely popular on the Internet.
As appeared in the previous examples, King (S) tried to eliminate any potential
FTAs by raising (H) by by showing (H) that (S) understands (H's) right to be protected
from imposition and that he is not in a position to coerce (H) in any way. For example,
he addressed president Obama with the title “Mr. President”, as seen in example (48).
He also referred to (H)’s popularity, as shown in example (49), to encode greater respect

to (H)’s position.

50. Egyptian Arabic

Amr: H/@/W&u&wuxu;MJA/‘;J;IJAJ/MGUJJ‘J/WdeJ

Mr. Prime Minister Saed al-Hariri, since our last interview, seven
years ago, what has changed in Saed al-Hariri?

As appeared in the previous example, Amr Adeeb (S) eliminate any potential

FTAs by raising (H) by by showing (H) that (S) understands (H's) right to be protected
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from imposition and that he is not in a position to coerce (H) in any way. For example,
Adeeb addressed the Lebanese Prime Minister Saed al-Hariri with the title “Mr. Prime
Minister” followed by his full name which increases the metaphorical size of (H) and
indicates that (H) has a higher social order than (S). Note that this example answers the

third research question mentioned in the first section of this chapter.

5.2.4 Communicate S’s Want to Not Impinge on (H)

This means, according to Brown & Levinson (1987: p.187), that (S) shows that
they are aware of (H)’s "negative-face demands" and is taking them into account while
communicating FTA. Thus, (S) indicates that they understand the gravity of violating

any of (H)’s territory.

There are two ways to do this. The first is to directly apologise for any violation
and try to ameliorate it, as will be mentioned in the following section. The latter is
through (S) implying that it is not (S)’s wish to impose on (H) but someone else’s, or
that the imposition is not put on (H) in particular but people in general (Brown &

Levinson 1987: p.187).

5.2.4.1 Apologize

In order to redress impingement, (S) can apologise for committing an FTA and
show his "reluctance to impinge on (H)’s negative face and thereby partially redress

that impingement” (Brown & Levinson 1987: p.187).
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According to the data analysis, this strategy was exclusively utilised by the
Egyptian host in order to communicate his reluctance to violate (H)’s negative face,

and ameliorate it. Consider the following examples.

51. Egyptian Arabic

Amr:
(g LN AT dala L ) b e U
I know that you are in your thirties.
Horeya Faraghaly: cue /U
I am forty
Amr: cuer )/ Jsdl sle (iiSle caud Gf
I am sorry, | didn’t want to say so.

52. Example (78) Egyptian Arabic

AMr: Y sa 5 aal y il Ll
But are you observing the Iranian existence

S. al-Hariri: Lsw 9 50 Gl 05 50
It’s existed in Lebanon and Syria

Amr: Lla in
[Like] a crescent

AMP: o9 o Lot Mo ins 3 gn g Y9558 IS (o ] Ul koo SIS (o 5 5
bjguw A

Influence through, forgive me 7’m sorry, influence through having
some powers, or they exist like they are existing in Syria.

As Shown above, (S) apologises for doing an FTA, showing his hesitation to
violate (H)’s negative face and thereby partially redresses that impingement by begging

(H)’s forgiveness.
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5.2.4.2 Impersonalise (S) and (H)

Phrasing the FTA to indicate the (S) was not the agent of it, or not (S) alone and
that the addressee/s are not (H) alone or not (H) at all as a means to impersonalise FTA.
It is used to show (H) that (S) is not willing to impinge on (H). Avoiding using pronouns
“I” and “You” can help to make this technique effective (Brown & Levinson 1987:

p.190).

In the collected data, this technique infrequently used by both hosts in the
American and the Egyptian talk shows, to indicate that who has done the FTA someone
else other than (S), or at least possibly not (S) or not (S) alone, and the addressee/s were
other people than (H). This strategy was manifested through Impersonal verbs.

Consider the following examples:

53. American English

KING: It's premature, then, to condemn Israel?

OBAMA: Well, I -- | think that we need to know what all the facts
are. But it's not premature to say to the Israelis and to say to the
Palestinians and to say to all the parties in the region that the status
quo is unsustainable.

54. Egyptian Arabic

AMr: o_panisg 4dluis Ln/uyﬁb 4,5/0":[“"-““ o0yl SllF
[1t’s said] vegetables are not useful because we boil and fry them.

In the previous examples, the American host, in example (53), used the
impersonal verb “it is premature” to indicate that the addressee was not (H). Meanwhile,

in example (54), the Egyptian host used the impersonal verb, “<W& which means in
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Egyptian Arabic, “it is said that”, but since the agent here “he” is not identified, so it

means “it’s said" to indicate that the agent was not (S).

5.3.5 Summary of the analysis of negative politeness strategies

There are a few similarities have been noticed between the turns that have been
signalled as negative politeness strategies in both American and Egyptian talk shows.
Six negative politeness strategies were found. Under the first strategy “be direct”, the
sub-strategy “be conventionally indirect” has been used by the Egyptian host and
American host with female and prestigious guests. Under the second strategy “don't
presume/assume”, the sub-strategy “question, hedge” was utilised by both hosts. There
were two sub-strategies under the third strategy “don't coerce (H)” that were used by
both hosts, the sub-strategy “minimise the imposition”, which was exclusively applied
by the Egyptian hosts, while the sub-strategy “give deference” was used by both hosts.
Under the strategy “communicate (S)’s want to not impinge on (H)”, two sub-strategies
were used: the sub-strategy “apologise” was utilised exclusively by the Egyptian host,
while the other sub-strategy, “impersonalise (S) and (H)” was infrequently applied by

both hosts.

Both hosts followed four negative strategies, in the same manner, for the same
purposes: “be conventionally indirect”; “question, hedge”; “give deference”; and
“impersonalise (S) and (H)”. While the Egyptian host exclusively utilised two negative

politeness strategies: “apologise”; and “minimise the imposition”.
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It was noticed in the collected data from both the American English and
Egyptian Arabic that there were a few instances of using the strategy of “being
conventionally indirect”, as both hosts used phrases and sentences with different
meanings from their literal meanings, or stated or questioned a "felicity condition™, in
order to reduce the opposing tensions between desires to give (H) an “out” and to go
on record. The strategy “question, hedge” was utilised by both hosts in both American
and Egyptian talk shows to keep (S) and (H) distant from the FTA and redress (H)’s
negative face, through utilising quality hedges. The other hedges, such as weakeners or
strengtheners, were also infrequently used. The Egyptian host exclusively utilised the
sub-strategy of “minimising the imposition”, to resolve any potential FTA by indicating
that the imposition on (H) was not great. “Giving deference” was utilised by both hosts,
mostly with female and prestigious guests, through raising (H) by paying him/her
positive face that satisfies (H)’s want to be seen as superior. “Apologising” was used
exclusively by the Egyptian host to communicate his reluctance to violate (H)’s
negative face, and therefore he amended it. “Impersonalising (S) and (H)” infrequently
utilised by both hosts in the American and the Egyptian talk shows, to indicate that
someone else made the FTA other than (S). It was observed that this strategy manifested
through Impersonal verbs, and that the Egyptian host used the impersonal verb, <l
which means in Egyptian Arabic, “he said to you”, but since the agent here “he” is not

identified, so it means “it’s said” to indicate that the agent was someone else other than

(S).
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Chapter Six
6. Conclusion

The current contrastive qualitative study attempted to analyse the linguistic
differences between both American and Egyptian talk shows. The study mainly
concentrated on examining which politeness strategies were employed in both
American English and Egyptian Arabic with a focus on the gender differences and

social power. There were three questions raised by the study.

Research question one attempted to investigate the similarities and differences
in using politeness strategies in both American and Egyptian talk shows. Analysing the
data from both talk shows revealed that the similarities and differences were significant
in both groups in employing positive and negative politeness. Overall, both groups
tended to use positive politeness strategies to claim common ground and recognize the
guest. However, Amr Adeeb used positive politeness strategies more frequently since

there are certain cultural differences between both languages.

As far as the similarities are concerned, American and Egyptian talk shows
used almost the same positive politeness strategies. Numerous positive politeness
strategies mentioned (Brown & Levinson (1987) were shared between both
participants. For example, both groups used strategies like notice, attending to the other
interlocutor, strengthening interest, using in-group markers, seeking agreement,
evading disagreement, joking, giving reasons, giving gifts such as sympathy or
understanding. This shows that intimacy and solidarity is one of the main concerns in

both groups which they attempted to maintain during both talk shows.
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On the other hand, there were certain negative politeness strategies that were
shared by both groups. There were three negative politeness strategies shared by
participants in both groups. They are being conservatively indirect, hedge and show
deference. Such strategies were employed by both groups to soften or eliminate face
threat that manifest with certain speech acts like giving an opinion, making requests or

asking questions.

Furthermore, the analysis of the gathered data also revealed certain similarities
among participants in both groups in the employment of bald-on-record strategies.
Participants in both groups used the following strategies: interrogation, information
request and attention-grabbing devices. it shows that participants in both groups tend to
use bald-on-record strategies when they think that the effectiveness of the interaction is

more significant than face.

Data analysis revealed one difference between both groups in the employment
of positive politeness strategies: give and /or ask for reasons. That strategy was mainly
employed in the Egyptian talk show rather than the American. On the other hand,

"intensifying interest™ was used in the American talk show rather than the Egyptian.

As for negative politeness strategies, there were certain differences shown in
both groups. "giving deference” was a used in the Egyptian data rather than the

American while "apology" was only employed by the Egyptian participants.

The second question that the study raised was "Which politeness strategies
employed if the interlocutors are from different genders? Both hosts in the both talk

shows are males; however, the guests sometimes were females. Data analysis from both
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groups revealed that participants from both groups employed more negative politeness
strategies when it comes to deal with the other gender in order to soften the face threat.
In addition, the most frequent positive politeness strategies employed when an
interlocuter from another gender was involved were giving gifts (sympathy, showing

understanding or cooperation), notice and attending to the other interlocutor.

The third question that the study raised was "Which politeness strategies used
if one of the interlocutors was of social power? The impact of power and occupation on
the choice of which politeness strategy has been examined. The data analysis showed
that both hosts used negative politeness strategies when dealing with a guest of a higher
social rank. This proves that high social rank, occupation and power of one interlocutor

can affect the choice of politeness strategies of the other.

Brown and Levenson (1987) suggested that power is the extent a hearer can
enforce his / her own plans and speech on the speaker and face. An interlocuter can
dominate another if they have the authority to impose the other interlocuter based on
their social status, wealth, ethnic group or occupation. In this course, the study revealed
that both hosts used negative politeness strategies when talking to a person of higher

social order or a prestigious guest (e.g a president or a prime minister).
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Chapter Seven

7. Recommendations

The significance of the current study is that it examines and investigates the
utilisation of both positive and negative politeness strategies in relation to both gender
differences and social power. In addition, it concentrates on the pragmatic functions of
both spoken American English and spoken Egyptian Arabic. The findings of the study
revealed numerous similarities and differences between American and Egyptian
participants in both talk shows. Particularly, the findings of the current study can help
provide educators of both English and Arabic with a great deal of suggestions and
implications in teaching and learning, especially when it comes to learning speaking

skills and cultural differences.

One of the major areas that the findings of the current study can help in is
conversational English. Learners can be helped to reach a certain level of pragmatic
competence. Learning the cultural and sociolinguistic differences between both cultures

can help learners avoid confusions in relation to cross-cultural interactions.

In addition, learning the language does not consist only of learning the lexical
items, syntax and usage; it should also involve teaching and learning the social and
cultural differences. Such books should include certain situations and interactions that
can teach such cultural differences to learners. Thus, the study provides a basis for
textbook designers and curriculum policy makers to pay attention to politeness
strategies employed and the linguistic devices and formulas used in both cultures when

creating textbooks or making decisions about the best policies that can be used to
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improve competence in the learners. For example, textbook designers can cooperate
with linguists to design contextual situations and dialogues that are as close to real life
situations as possible; thus, negative and positive politeness strategies can manifest
easily. Furthermore, education policy makers should put politeness into consideration
when attempting to adopt a certain policy since politeness can be a key feature for

learner to understand the language and; hence, culture of the target language.

Furthermore, teachers are the cornerstones of any educational process since they
largely dominate the interaction in the classroom. For example, teachers give
instructions, explain, show appreciation, give encouragement, motivate, and give
answers to students' inquiries. Learning the linguistic politeness strategies would help
teachers perform all the previous tasks more efficiently and easily. In addition, students'
performance in the classroom is mainly a respond to what teachers do; thus, teachers
can improve their performance and be more efficient if they used negative and positive
politeness strategies in the classroom when needed in different situations. For example,
teachers can use positive politeness strategies to create a common ground, reduce threat
of face, show respect and express sympathy and solidarity with their students. Also,
teachers can reduce power through giving more space for students' opinion expression
and participation. On the other hand, negative politeness strategies can be used by
teachers in the classroom when giving instruction, soften the direct order by, for
instance, using the expression (please) and create an environment where the students

feel they have options.

Typically, ESL students will need to attain pragmatic knowledge of the

language. If the learners did not learn the strategies of interpersonal interaction,



74

including politeness strategies, between speakers and listeners, there will be a failure in
communication. Byram (1997) suggested that without intercultural communicative
competence, a non-native learner cannot be fully and efficiently competent in English.
Language is not only a combination of grammar and lexical chunks; it is also a
combination of proper employment of the language in different situations and
sociocultural properties of the speakers of that language. Thus, it is of importance for
ESL instructors to drive the learners' attention to the different uses of language in
different contextual situations to avoid communication failure if pragmatic mistakes
were made. In this quest, it is imperative to teach learners different politeness strategies

used and the sociocultural differences as well.
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9. Appendix

American English Data
Larry King,

CNN.com - Transcripts

CNN LARRY KING LIVE
Did a Father Risk Daughter's Life for Reality TV Show?; Two Men
Arrested at MacDill Air Force Base

LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight, exclusive -- did a father risk his 16-
year-old daughter's life sending her out alone on the open seas for
a reality show?

Laurence Sunderland is here to tell us the truth about Abby and
her attempt to circle the globe by herself in a small boat.

Then, the kindergarten teacher falsely accused and acquitted of
sexually molesting three little girls, Tonya Craft, joins us -- an
unlikely suspect falsely accused of heinous crimes. Her own
daughter testified against her.

All next on LARRY KING LIVE.

Good evening.

Laurence Sunderland joins us.

His daughter, 16-year-old Abby, set out to circumnavigate the
globe, made it about half way around the world when she activated
the emergency beacon on her boat. She was rescued alive two days

later. And now allegations are surfacing that it was all done for a
reality show -- a stunt on which the Sunderlands could cash in.

We think Laurence for coming here tonight.

LAURENCE SUNDERLAND, FATHER OF 16-YEAR-OLD
SAILOR, ABBY: Thank you.
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KING: First, before we get to that, how is Abby?

SUNDERLAND: Abby is doing well. She's aboard a French fishing
vessel at this time. And she is very relieved to be rescued. And the
delayed shock is -- is setting in a little bit, of losing the vessel.

KING: Where is she, specifically, do you know?

SUNDERLAND: She's right in the middle of the Indian Ocean.
She's heading to a little island with this sailing -- fishing vessel,
about 46 degrees south, called Kagulin Island (ph).

KING: When do you expect to see her again?

SUNDERLAND: We won't see her for probably about another 10 to
14 days. She'll be transported to a French research vessel. And then
she'll be steaming toward a little island called La Reunion, off
Madagascar, where they have international flights. That will be the
first time that we'll make contact with her.

KING: Do you live here?

SUNDERLAND: I live in Thousand Oaks, California, yes.
KING: where are you from originally?

SUNDERLAND: England, originally.

KING: So, who are you rooting for in the World Cup?

SUNDERLAND: Oh, I'll have to say England. It was a good result
between England and the U.S. over the weekend.

KING: How was Abby rescued?

SUNDERLAND: It was a in -- it was a very interesting rescue. It
was coordinated by the French, originally, from La Reunion Island.
And then it switched over to the Australians out of Perth, that had
an incredible -- just -- just they -- they did an incredible job.
Abigail couldn't have been in a more obscure place in the world.
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She was 2,000 miles away from Perth, 2,000 miles away from
South Africa. And there was literally nothing around her apart
from this little island that was about 600 miles south of her.

KING: Have you spoken to her?
SUNDERLAND: Absolutely. Yes.

KING: All right, now, the obvious, why would you let a 16-year- old
daughter sail alone around the world?

SUNDERLAND: Well, that's -- that's a question that's been raised
by many people, of course and rightly so. You know, people that
don't know the ocean, if they didn't ask me that question, there
would be something wrong.

But Abigail and Zach's upbringing have been very unique.
KING: Who is Zach?

SUNDERLAND: Zach Sunderland is my oldest son. And he was
successfully circumnavigated the world a year before, being the
youngest man and the first man under 18 to solely circumnavigate
the world.

So my whole life is in the yachting arena. I was raised with it. I did
an apprenticeship as a boat builder as a young man. I now work as
a yacht manager in Marina del Rey. And it's been my whole life. I --
I have a great passion for the ocean. And it's carried through to my
children. And I -- I'love to be able to encourage them in this
endeavor.

However, they -- they were raised with this. They cruised for three
years.

KING: Whose idea was it?

SUNDERLAND: It was their idea.
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KING: How was your brother involved -- how was your son
involved with her journey?

Did he help her prepare and everything?

SUNDERLAND: He -- Zach helped Abigail prepare. He advised her
on a -- a few issues. He was -- he was a -- he was great.

And, you know, when she pulled into South Africa, she said, "Is
Zach coming?"

You know, it's brought them very much closer together.

KING: Did she say to you one day, dad, I want to do what Zach did
and I want to sail around the world alone?

SUNDERLAND: Well, actually, it was always Abigail's idea. She
has wanted to do this from age of 13 years old. And, of course, at
13, evaluated the situation. It took about one second. And I said
you are too young at this age, but let's see where it leads.

And she started soloing in 30-foot, 35-foot Crafts at that age, at a
young age. And over the years, I took her through some rougher
and rougher circumstances. And I -- my goal was to dissuade her,
that the ocean is not really a friendly place. It doesn't care who you
are or what you are or how old you are.

But when I took her through these -- these trials, she just came
through with flying colors. And when she was wet through and
been on a yacht for over 24 hours with no sleep and little food and
I would say, so are you ready to sail around the world now?, to
which she replied at 14 years old, show me my boat.

KING: But she's a minor at 16...

SUNDERLAND: Absolutely.

KING: You could have prevented it.

SUNDERLAND: I could have prevented it.
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KING: You said you originally tried to dissuade her.
SUNDERLAND: Absolutely.

KING: So you had total confidence she would do this?
SUNDERLAND: Absolutely.

KING: Did you have total confidence in the boat?
SUNDERLAND: Absolutely. Yes.

KING: Well, what went wrong?

SUNDERLAND: Well, Abigail got caught by a -- a rogue wave. It
was unfortunate.

Isabelle Autissier, who's classed as one of the world's top sailors,
got caught by a rogue wave in a similar instance down there in the
Indian Ocean.

Isabelle was in her 30s. Abigail is 16.

Abigail handled everything perfectly and executed everything in a
perfect way. It was an unfortunate circumstance that happened.

KING: All right. Some people say all this was done as a stunt.

Was this done -- and this is a direct question -- to get a reality
show?

SUNDERLAND: That's absolutely ridiculous. My passion, first and
foremost, is for my children and -- and their endeavors. And it --
it's absolutely totally ridiculous and totally unfounded.

KING: OK. Earlier this evening, the man who claims to have
knowledge of the reality deal spoke to "HEADLINE NEWS."

Watch what he said.
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(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

TED CALOROSO, APPROACHED SUNDERLANDS ABOUT
REALITY SHOW: Larry did not figure out the proper power
consumption of the vessel. He didn't figure out a lot of things. He
basically pushed her out. He -- for a sponsorship deadline. She
immediately had to stop in Cabo, which Team Abby already knew
that she was going to have to stop. And he basically put batteries
and fuel and all these things to the boat. Her autopilots didn't work
correctly throughout her voyage.

Even when she got down near Cape Horn -- and, you know, we --
basically, from what I saw in Cabo. We had a deal with a company
Revele (ph).

And when I got back, I was just -- I was just shooting the stuff for a
potential reality show, which we were trying to sell to a network.

And after what I saw in Cabo, I came back. We had a meeting with
Revele and we just pulled the plug on it.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Is he lying?

SUNDERLAND: He's -- Ted Caloroso, first of all, has a personal
vendetta against me. And it's just farcical. And he got up at
Natinelle's (ph) before Abigail left and told everybody how proud
he was to be a part of it. That was when he thought he was going to
make money out of the endeavor. And...

KING: Did you have a deal with him?
SUNDERLAND: We had a shopping agreement with Ted Caloroso.
KING: To a network -- you would shop what to a network?

SUNDERLAND: Shop a reality TV show. And in -- it was supposed
to be an inspirational reality TV show based on Zach and Abigail as
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being an inspiration to the youth of today, which I'm all for, by the
way. I think if there's something that's -- that's great and
inspirational that could pluck these kids away from computers...

KING: But you said there wasn't a reality show planned?

SUNDERLAND: No, there's not a reality show now. There was a
reality show shopping agreement that we had.

KING: You had an agreement with a company and they would shop
it to a network...

SUNDERLAND: That -- exactly.
KING: And you had a deal if a network took it.

SUNDERLAND: Magnetic had a shopping agreement before
Abigail left to shop a reality TV show based on in -- based on the
inspiration of Zach and Abigail. Absolutely. And that was null and
void when they realized they couldn't get a deal. And Ted and Chris
Bates' partnership split up because Ted Caloroso wanted to take
this in an unethical direction, which we would not be a part of.

KING: Unethical how?

SUNDERLAND: He was -- he was going to try to exploit me and
throw me under the bus as an irrespon -- irresponsible parent that
knew nothing about what I -- about yachting and boating, which is
something I've been involved in all my life.

(A PORTION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT HAS BEEN REMOVED)

KING: We'll take a break and be back with more with Laurence
Sunderland, this puzzling story. But thank heaven she's OK.

SUNDERLAND: Absolutely.
KING: Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)
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KING: Abby is one of seven children. There's an eighth on the way.
And her older brother had done this voyage.

We asked the production company that had a deal with the
Sunderlands for a statement tonight and we have yet to receive
one. So in all fairness, we report that.

Why wasn't she in school?

SUNDERLAND: She's actually home schooled. In fact, all our
children are home schooled.

KING: Why do you home school?

SUNDERLAND: Because it allows us to take their strengths and
develop them at young ages. And we do sail rather a lot. We -- and
travel a lot.

KING: Are you annoyed at being compared to the father of the
balloon boy, who pulled the hoax to get a reality show?

SUNDERLAND: I just think it's -- it's ridiculous, you know?

It really is ridiculous. I mean if there was any merit in that, I would
be able to get into it. But it -- it's absolutely farcical. This is about
two young people, Zach, who completed his journey and is a hero,
and Abigail, that was caught by a rogue wave. And her vessel
sustained her life and she followed the safety procedures to the
letter and to the T and was rescued.

KING: Did you talk to her every time?
What is -- what phone did she have?

SUNDERLAND: She has an Iridium satellite telephone. And we
speak twice a day, giving her updates of weather and information.
She speaks to Jeff Casher, one of the tech guys, every day, as well.
And she sends over all the pertinent information -- weather,
mechanical information or...
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KING: Were any companies involved in sponsoring this?
SUNDERLAND: Yes, there were. Shoe City was first to jump in
very early on in the stages. And we're very, very thankful for their
sponsorship. And then Krikorian Theaters, S.S. Aqua Friends and

Lucky Cat TV are all part of another part of the sponsorship. It was
always (INAUDIBLE)...

KING: And is it ever going to be a television thing?
SUNDERLAND: You know, is it ever going to be a television thing?

You know, the -- my premise for that is if it's going to be
inspirational, and it's going to -- an inspiration...

KING: By inspiration, you mean, what, religious?
SUNDERLAND: Not necessarily. Inspirational to -- to young folks,
to peel them away from their computer games, to get out there and

do something.

Why not? I -- I'm all for inspiring young people, as I have the been
an inspiration to Zach and Abigail.

KING: Why didn't you do a TV deal with Zach?

SUNDERLAND: You know, there was -- there was talk of -- of
various opportunities. But none of them have come to fruition.

KING: Why does this guy have a vendetta against you?

SUNDERLAND: You know, to be honest with you, I -- it's -- it
spans...

KING: You were his friend?
SUNDERLAND: I beg your pardon?

KING: You were once his friend?



90

SUNDERLAND: He -- he professed to be a friend of ours and he
came in on the inner circle. He was trying to find out bad stuff
about us and -- and throw us under the truck. I...

KING: By what, selling it to someone...
SUNDERLAND: Yes, I...
KING: -- selling a bad story about you?

SUNDERLAND: Absolutely. That's -- that's his -- that's his agenda,
I believe, because there's no merit. He knows nothing about the
yachting arena. This guy has never actually stepped foot on a yacht
or sailed on a boat prior to his involvement with us. And...

KING: Didn't he say when you -- when he wanted to do a
documentary, you didn't want that, you wanted a reality show?

SUNDERLAND: No, I didn't say that. Initially, they were shoo --
they had a reality TV show based on Abigail and Zach, a shopping
agreement. And...

KING: You mean the boat would have been just part of the show?

SUNDERLAND: Yes, absolutely. And -- and then they wanted to
film for the documentary. They would use some of the footage that
they -- they had for a documentary. But that had not been signed.
We -- we had -- that was a -- just a -- a kind of something that was
spoken about and talked about. And, by the way, I think something
of this magnitude that Abigail has undertaken -- and Zach's
undertaken -- should be a documentary. People should know about
this. Right...

KING: If she's all alone, who's filming her?

SUNDERLAND: She's been filming herself. She's got about five
cameras on board. But they're -- right now, she basically stepped
off the boat with the -- with the clothes on her back and her
passport. KING: Is she very depressed?
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Is she down?

SUNDERLAND: You know, she is a remarkable young lady. She's
got some delayed shock, yes, definitely -- getting used to the reality
that her home, her -- her yacht, something that sustained her over
halfway around the world, around Cape Horn, around the Cape of
Good Hope, is now gone. It's adrift in the Indian Ocean.

But she is so thankful for the Australian search and rescue and the
French search and rescue efforts that came and -- and plucked her
off her -- her compromised boat.

KING: And we're thankful for you coming over here to tell us about
it.

SUNDERLAND: Thank you very much, Larry.
SUNDERLAND: Laurence Sunderland.

Tonya Craft is here.

She's next.

Now she lived a nightmare.

Could -- could this happen to you?

Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: All right. We have breaking news for you.

An Air Force spokesperson says two individuals were trying to
make an illegal entry onto MacDill Air Force Base. There is
currently a 500 foot cordon around their car. Authorities were

probing its interior with a robot. The two people are in quest -- are
in custody and being questioned. That's what we have for now.
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We'll get more information to you when we get it.
MacDill Air Force Base in Tampa, Florida.

Tonya Craft, a former kindergarten teacher, was found not guilty
last month of 22 charges in an emotional child molestation case
that divided the small community of Chickamauga, Georgia. One of
the three children who testified against her was her own daughter.
She lost custody of her two children and is now still fighting to get
them back.

Tonya Craft is here with us tonight in our studios.
So is Dr. DEMOSTHENES Lorandos. He is Tonya Craft's attorney.
As well as David Craft, Tonya's husband.

Take us back now. This started innocently enough when children
slept over the house.

What was the situation that occurred that night?

TONYA CRAFT, ACQUITTED OF CHILD MOLESTATION:
Actually, I'm not completely sure because even the prosecution,
when they presented their case, they never gave a clear cut,
definitive time. So I...

KING: Basically the story was what?

T. CRAFT: Basically, the story was that there were children at my
home. And when they were at my home, they were given baths and
inappropriate touching happened during bath time.

KING: Were they your students?

T. CRAFT: One was my student. But they both were friends of my
daughter.

KING: How old were the girls?
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T. CRAFT: At the time, they were -- well, the -- the actual
allegations were several years. So like as far as the span went, they
were anywhere from four to six years old.

KING: This was taking place over a number of months and years?
T. CRAFT: A number of years. Yes, sir.

KING: How did they come about to charge you?

Who came forward to say, Mrs. Craft is bothering us?

T. CRAFT: That actually is another situation that's not definitive.
There were multiple stories that the prosecution's witnesses told.
There were multiple adults that said that they were told first by one
of the children. And then the children told different stories. And,
actually, the interviewers told different stories, as well.

KING: How did they come to arrest you?

T. CRAFT: Apparently, one of the mothers of one of the children
went to the authorities, made phone calls and talked to other
parents and actually made some threats with some other parents in
order to try to get...

KING: And they filed charges against you?

T. CRAFT: Yes.

KING: What -- what grade do you teach?

T. CRAFT: Did I? I taught kindergarten.

KING: Did you know the girls from school?

T. CRAFT: Yes, I knew the girls from school. I knew their parents.
And, like I said, they had befriended and become friends with my
daughter and my children.

KING: And you have two children -- three children of your own?
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T. CRAFT: I have two.

KING: Two.

A daughter and?

T. CRAFT: A son, yes.

KING: And they're not with you now, right?
T. CRAFT: Currently, no.

KING: How old is the daughter?

T. CRAFT: She is eight.

KING: And the son?

T. CRAFT: Eleven.

KING: The 8-year-old testified against you?
T. CRAFT: Yes, sir.

KING: What -- Larry. Call me Larry.

T. CRAFT: I'm sorry. OK.

KING: I understand.

What did she say?

What did your 8-year-old say you did?

T. CRAFT: When I -- I put medicine on my child and...

KING: You put what?
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T. CRAFT: Medicine on my child for a diaper rash type of scenario.
And to be quite honest, I'm not -- I would have to go back and look
at the transcripts, because I was that -- it had been close to 700
days since I had seen my daughter. And it was very, very emotional
while she was on the stand.

KING: They took the daughter and son away from you when the
charges were filed? T. CRAFT: Yes, sir.

KING: And where are they being -- where are they?

T. CRAFT: With their father.

KING: You're separated or divorced?

T. CRAFT: Divorced, yes.

KING: So your 8-year-old testifies that you sexually did things to
her or attempted to or what -- what did you -- I know it's cloudy,
but what do you remember she said?

T. CRAFT: I remember that we -- we've actually played the
interview of -- the first interview. And the gist of it was that she
had some stomach problems and I put medication on my child to
take care of my child.

KING: And what did you do to the other child, supposedly?

T. CRAFT: I was going to say nothing. Supposedly...

KING: What did they say?

T. CRAFT: They said that there were -- there was touching and that
there was penetration and that...

KING: Penetration how?

T. CRAFT: Vaginally and anally. And that I had had them touch my
breast, is what the allegations -- there were 22 counts.
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KING: Was all of this a total shock to you?
T. CRAFT: Absolutely, yes.
KING: David, are you her second husband?

DAVID CRAFT, TONYA CRAFT'S HUSBAND: I'm her third
husband, actually, Larry.

KING: But these are not your children?

D. CRAFT: No, sir, they're not.

KING: You were married at the time the charges were filed, David?
D. CRAFT: Yes. We were.

KING: What did you make of this?

D. CRAFT: It's just -- it's been a very difficult time for the last two
years and...

KING: No kidding.
D. CRAFT: -- we...
KING: Were you shocked?

D. CRAFT: Yes, we were. We were actually separated at the time.
And we reconciled after that.

KING: You're back together now?
D. CRAFT: Yes, we are, sir.
KING: Were you in court with her when the verdict came down?

D. CRAFT: Yes, I was.
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KING: We'll take a break and come back and bring in Dr. Lorandos
to explain how, with all that testimony, she was not guilty.

She wants her two children back.

There were developments in court today.
We'll be right back.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back.

By the way, Dr. Lorandos is a psychologist and an attorney both.
And he practices all over the United States, based in Ann Arbor.

And you're going to get paid if this is sold into a movie, right?
You haven't been paid, have you?

DR. DEMOSTHENES LORANDOS, TONYA CRAFT'S ATTORNEY:
No comment.

KING: I mean it had to be -- this had to be very expensive.

LORANDOS: Extremely expensive to bring this kind of defense
together, yes.

KING: How did you win this having her own daughter testify
against her?

LORANDOS: Tonya pulled a legal team together and insisted on
experts to be able to tell the jury how these things happened. We
had Cary King and Scott King from Atlanta. We had Clancy Covert
from Tennessee...

KING: These are who?

LORANDOS: Lawyers, very good lawyers. And Tonya showed up
on my doorstep and insisted that I come down and run the team.
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KING: How did you know about Dr. Lorandos, Tonya?

T. CRAFT: I had throughout -- well, with these allegations, I was
very proactive and I researched. I actually had come to California
when one -- at one time and met with John van de Kamp, which is
the former attorney general, because he had handled the
Bakersfield case.

And in my research, I had found where he had testified as an
expert -- where Dr. Lorandos testified as an expert. I was very
impressed.

So I -- with no return phone calls or e-mails, I decided to get in the
car and show up. And that's what happened.

KING: You have the heck of a client here. All right. What did it?

LORANDOS: Well, I never take these cases unless the clients go
through at least a couple of polygraphs, good polygraphs, unless I
believe in them. I don't need to. I have a very small litigation team.
We are very aggressive litigators, we are very busy. But Tonya
showed up and told me the story of what happened. And told me
what she had done in terms of meeting the people that had been
through this before. She actually went and talked to the people
that, Sean Penn did a documentary about a couple of years ago.

KING: Now, the people falsely charged?

LORANDOS: Yes, and she talked to the victims, to the children,
they were now adults that had been manipulated into this and
talked to many of the nationally renowned experts.

KING: Remember the McMartin case. Those children were
manipulated.

LORANDOS: Yes.

KING: I interviewed the children. I knew they were manipulated.
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LORANDOS: I remember that you did. I was teaching in
university, psychology at that time. And I remember that you did
that. And you were as shocked as all of us.

KING: Halfway through the show, I knew that the kids were not
lying. They were being coached.

LORANDOS: And it was pretty clear that you picked that up
immediately. Unfortunately, Larry, the kinds of interviews that
were done in Tonya's case and done repeatedly throughout the
country put ideas into kids' heads so that the kids are really victims
of false memory.

KING: Who was after her?

LORANDOS: Well...

KING: I mean, the child had to come home and say something the
parent wouldn't just say, well.

LORANDOS: Actually, I got to cross-examine the children. And the
story.

KING: How old when you cross-examined them?

LORANDOS: They were eight and then when I cross-examined
them. And the -- the stories that came out were that the children
said innocent things and that the parents questioning them
repeatedly, over and over and over again and suggesting that Ms.
Tonya had done something to them caused the children to
eventually conform their stories to the parents' questions.

KING: But who was suggesting it to her daughter?

LORANDOS: Her ex-husband, repeatedly, over and over. Because
her daughter never said that her mommy did terrible things or bad
things to her when she was originally questioned. But the idea of
bad and medicine were paired by the interviewer and were paired
by the ex- husband. So, mommy and bad, bad and mommy,
medicine is bad.
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KING: Medicine, you mean, medicine applied to the parts of body?

LORANDOS: Of course. Of course. And so, at, this was done by the
interviewers, this was done by the father, this was done repeatedly
and so the child testified that mommy put medicine on me and it
was bad. And mommy did this. Mommy did that. But she never
testified that mommy had penetrated her nor had any sexual
motive. She just testified about the paring.

KING: How were you reacting during all of this, David, in court?

D. CRAFT: I was actually outside the courtroom. I was a witness in
the trial. So, I wasn't allowed to be in the courtroom.

KING: Why were you a witness?

D. CRAFT: Because I was around, married to Tonya, around the
children.

KING: And so, he testified for the defense that he never saw
anything.

LORANDOS: David was an excellent witness. A truer guy you
couldn't find. He just sat there and endured tremendously vicious
cross-examination and said she didn't do it. She wouldn't do it.
This would never happen. I was there. These kids weren't there.
Unfortunately, the two little girls that have been convinced that
this happened to them and now they're really victims of this
process, testified about things that happened when David and
other people were there and they weren't.

KING: Did the parents testify?
LORANDOS: Yes, they did.

KING: They weren't there. What did they have to say?
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LORANDOS: They -- well, Tonya has filed a federal lawsuit in
which she says, quite clearly, that they perjured themselves. Lied
about what had occurred.

KING: Parents other than the ones that were manipulated? You say
parents, she is one of the parents.

LORANDOS: That is correct. The parents of the two little -- the two
main accusing parents.

KING: The father?

LORANDOS: Yes. The people that were involved in repeatedly
questioning and manipulating the children are all the subject of the
lawsuit that Tonya's filed to try to put a stop to this business.

KING: Did, in your opinion, the prosecution jump the gun? In
other words, should they have prosecuted this case? Would you?
That is hard to be objective?

LORANDOS: I testified as an expert for the prosecution in cases
like this for a decade.

(CROSSTALK)

LORANDOS: I quit being a psychologist and went to law school to
try to put a stop to this business. Not only did they jump the gun, it
is our sense that they fraudulently created evidence, that they
suborn perjury, that they did a variety of terrible things to these
families and children and according to the community, they've
been doing it for years.

KING: Why don't you have your children back?

T. CRAFT: Unfortunately, in these situations, that's what happens,
that's why I want America to know that when these allegations
come out, your children are taken from you in a matter of one
second.

KING: Guilty before innocent?
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T. CRAFT: Guilty until proven innocent absolutely. And I honestly
feel like I'm having to prove my innocence over and over.

KING: Do you get to see your kids?

T. CRAFT: On occasions.

KING: What does your son think of all this?
T. CRAFT: I don't talk about it.

KING: He doesn't?

T. CRAFT: It's just a normal, just, having fun, relaxed, normal,
normal parent natural fun time. KING: What do the other lawyers
do in this case? You mention others that were assisted.

LORANDOS: These are very competent criminal defense lawyers.
You can imagine the egos in the room and trying to pull this team
together. These guys were tremendous. They were terrific lawyers.
And they pitched in on all over the cross-examinations. They
helped write all of the legal reference material. They constantly,
insisted that I go back and redo the stuff that I had written. It was a
very, well functioning team.

KING: David seems look a reserved quiet guy. And you are saying
he was a terrific witness.

LORANDOS: He was a heck of a witness.
KING: They never broke him down?

LORANDOS: David is an honest guy who started in his company
pushing the broom and 28 years later is the executive vice
president. David is as honest as the day is long, he was there, he
saw it, he loves his wife. He admitted on the stand that, that he was
at fault and she never quit on him, he quit on her, and beg ford
reconciliation. They reconciled and the best thing for both of them.



103

KING: We'll be back with more of this extraordinary story after
these words.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: Are you saying, Dr. Lorandos that there are a lot of cases
like this. People falsely accused of touching children, teachers and
others?

LORANDOS: If they would just listen to the interview you did back
in the McMartin era, and watch that again, all those many years
ago and realize that the gth circuit left those parents -- left those
families hanging out to dry. Then the gth circuit didn't do anything
about the Alcorn County cases and most of the terrible things that
happened there. And then when all the parents that have been
falsely accused in jail that went out this case went to the 9th circuit
and ask for help again, they couldn't get any help again. There are
many true stories about parents trying to change the system and
getting nowhere because activist judges simply won't follow the law
of the legislature wrote.

KING: Tonya, you are a teacher, you are bright, what does a parent
do if her 7-year-old daughter comes home and says, mommy, my --
my teacher touched me in my privates today? What does she do?

T. CRAFT: Well, absolutely, you look into it.
KING: By doing what?

T. CRAFT: One you, do not question the child. You take them to a
qualified interviewer, forensic interviewer. By qualified, I don't
mean two day's training. I mean look into the resume. Figure out
who is qualified. Take them. And get to the bottom of the truth.
And figure out what the truth is with, with you being unbiased and
going to an interviewer that is unbiased that wants to find the
truth.

KING: And in some case that does happen, right?
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T. CRAFT: Absolutely. And if it does happen then it needs to be
addressed completely.

KING: How did you emotionally handle this? Your own daughter?

T. CRAFT: Well, the emotions have been up and down. There have
been thousand of tears. There have been research as I had
discussed earlier that helped me emotionally, as far as research
and learning what to do. And I intend to go back to law school.

KING: Tonya testified in her own defense. Let's hear a little of that.
Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Do you think it is a conspiracy?

T. CRAFT: Actually if think it is kind of offensive to use that word. I
think what has happened is more than a travesty. I think that the
experts have explained how something this horrible can happen.
But I think there is a lot of thing that have been done wrong. But I
know, I did not do anything to these children.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: You molest a child if you touch a child's
genitalia, inappropriately you are a child molester.

T. CRAFT: If you do that, if you do that, yes.
(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Was the prosecution rough on you, Tonya?

T. CRAFT: The prosecution was not just rough on me. They
attacked my friends. They attacked my family.

KING: There are other people testified for you?
T. CRAFT: Absolutely. I had more people, we had more people that

would testify for me. They attacked my character. Completely.
They made things up. There were complete lies by prosecution's
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witnesses as along with my ex-husband that were just completely
hurt.

KING: They had a -- against you.

T. CRAFT: You can describe the hell ever you like but it was -- they
made things up and attacks my character to the point that it was
not even seemingly about the children anymore.

KING: You weren't allowed to teach once the charges were filed?
T. CRAFT: No, I was not.
KING: Can you teach now?

T. CRAFT: At this point I am fighting to get my certificate back.
Because I will fight that fight.

KING: Why was your certificate not given back to you the day you
were found not guilty?

T. CRAFT: That's a very good question. And not guilty is the
beginning of the fight, it's not the end.

KING: Why not, Dr. Lorandos, I don't understand that. Isn't not
guilty the end?

LORANDOS: No. In these cases once you have been accused, you
are forever tarnished. And that's why we are trying to get, trying to
cause changes in the way children are interviewed. Because these
kids that have been put through this process, not just Tonya's
daughter but these two other little girls have been badly damaged
by this process.

KING: There were two other girls and Tonya's daughter. Three
altogether.

LORANDOS: Yes. And the jurors who have come forward and
talked to us since this were outraged at the kind of things that the
prosecution did in this case. And have asked to help with the
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process of reconciliation and seeing to it that this never happens
again.

KING: Let's hear the dramatic moment when you were found not
guilty. Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: We, the jury, find the defendant, count
number one, not guilty. Count number two, not guilty. Count
number three, not guilty. Count number four, not guilty. Count
number 21, not guilty. Count number 22, not guilty. This 11th day
of May, 2010, signed...

(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Now, frankly, were you a little shocked?

LORANDOS: No. I trusted the jury. I am a litigator. This is what I
do.

KING: Were you shocked? And you knew you were innocent to
yourself. But still your daughter testified.

T. CRAFT: I knew I was innocent. I had researched. And these
cases are prosecuted. And I was scared but I had gotten to the
point that I had accepted. I would fight whether there was a guilty
or not guilty. I would fight until my last breast to prove my
innocent.

KING: What was it punishable by? What could she have...
LORANDOS: She was looking at hundreds and hundreds and
hundreds of years of imprisonment. And that's why we are trying
how to get the federal courts to step in...

KING: And do what?

LORANDOS: Well, and follow the law the way Congress wrote it.
The people that -- that have done this to Tonya, Tonya filed a
lawsuit against them to try to put a stop to this. The people that
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have done this to Tonya, as we speak are racing to the courthouse
to make certain that I don't talk to another jury, to make certain
that Tonya's claims never see a jury. And if they get an activist
judge that won't follow the law that was laid down.

KING: What do you want to -- are you suing?

LORANDOS: We are suing to get the federal courts to step in and
stop this. We're suing to get the people that did this to Tonya to
pay her back for what they did.

KING: Suing for money?

LORANDOS: To endow a foundation to see to it that these people

get properly educated and it doesn't happen to another set of
children.

KING: David, were you shocked at the verdict?

D. CRAFT: I won't say I was shocked. I refused to prepare for
anything else. I honestly wasn't prepared if the outcome had been
different. I know it was very much a possibility but I just refused to
consider it.

KING: Your phone calls for Tonya are next.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back, right back with our guests. First let's check in
with Anderson Cooper still down in the gulf there. Anchor AC360
of the top of the hour, what's the lead?

ANDERSON COOPER, AC 360 HOST: Well, the lead, of course
Larry, oil gushing into the gulf on day 56 of this catastrophe. More
damning details there today of the hours and days ahead of the rig
explosion released by congress. Details we learned today, the BP
CEO was warned he will have to answer for when he heads to the
hill on Thursday. Details that show BP according to allegations put
profits before safety, and that fateful decision eventually led to the
mess that BP still has no real plan for dealing with. Tonight, we are
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keeping in mind as live from Louisiana, those stories a lot more at
the top of the hour -- Larry.

KING: That's AC 360 10:00 Eastern, 7:00 Pacific. The president
will address the nation tomorrow night about this at 8 p.m.
Eastern. We'll be on at 9 Eastern with the complete program
dealing with the tragedy in the gulf. Tonya Craft, Dr. Demosthenes
Lorandos, and David Craft are with us. We have some phone calls,
the first is Lake Mary, California. Hello.

CALLER: I have a question for Tonya.
KING: Go ahead.

Caller: Were you harassed by the community based on character
assassination or gang stalking?

T. CRAFT: Actually, to my surprise, the support has been
phenomenal, I've had support from all over the world, all over the
United States, I've had thousands of e-mails.

KING: How would they know to support you based on these
terrible allegations?

T. CRAFT: Well, I have a friend of mine who created a website
called truth for Tonya, and people had gotten to know about the
website like I said it was a national. I get calls today, we can't go
anywhere without people saying even in New York and different
areas that their entire household was crying when they heard the
verdict. And I didn't know the individuals. It's been humbling, the
support. So, actually, it has been amazingly surprising, the support.

KING: Dr. Lorandos, isn't it in most cases like this, the support is
the other way?

LORANDOS: Well, yes.

KING: With the little children that were harmed?
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LORANDOS: Well, we're supporting the children that were
harmed. We're trying to put a stop to this to see that little children
aren't harmed like this again. We're the first ones who want the
people that actually harm little children to be nailed down on the
405 and driven over all day and if they make it OK, if they don't...

KING: Who harmed these children, the parents? Who harmed the
children? Who accused her? Who?

LORANDOS: To the best of our ability, we had Nancy Aldridge
there, we had Bill Burnett there, some of the best experts in the
country. Their idea as well as mine as a doctor was that the
overzealous questioning, were the questioning trying to involve
Tonya in this somehow, that was picked up by the interviewers and
repeated and gone over and over where Tonya was vilified and the
children were manipulated, that's what harmed the children, and
going over and over again. They actually gave these children a
therapist that was mentally ill, and then tried to conceal that she
was mentally ill, who went over this and over that and over and
then injured herself about her mental illness. And I tried to bring
that into court and I got blocked every chance...

KING: We'll be back with our many moments. Don't go away.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We have more on the breaking news from MacDill Air Force
Base where two people were arrested tonight.

Let's go to Beau Zimmer of WTSP Tampa, he's on the phone for
more. Beau, what's the latest on this? I'm sorry, we lost Beau. I
hope we can get him back and get the latest, if not, of course, we
will be following it throughout the night. Two men arrested in a car
at strange looking apparently at MacDill Air Force Base, that's in
Tampa.

You're going to see Sony (ph) tomorrow? I mean, do you think this
is going to be a made for TV movie?

LORANDOS: Yes. It's a compelling story. And the more people that
know about it, the more kids we can protect from this happening
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again. Because at 9th circuit court, simply isn't helping, they just
throw the cases out, somebody's got to put a stop to this.

KING: You expect to get your kids back?

T. CRAFT: I'm going to fight until I do, yes.
KING: Why do you have to fight?

T. CRAFT: Once again, that's a good question.
KING: You're an innocent person?

T. CRAFT: Absolutely.

KING: You're a licensed schoolteacher?

LORANDOS: She has to fight because Tennessee has a really good
law about the best interest of the children. And they're going to
make a very good decision about what's best for her children.
They've been through hell and Tennessee has got good law, they've
got jurisdiction, and that's why she's fighting.

(CROSSTALK)
KING: Why does she have to fight?

LORANDOS: In crazy family circumstances, like parental
alienation that's happened to Tonya, the judge is in a terrible
position and has to take in all the evidence, has to get good
information and make the best decision for the kids. That's why
she wants to fight.

KING: Thank you very much. We have a quick close but we've got
Beau Zimmer back on the phone in Tampa. Beau, what's the latest
on this incident?

BEAU ZIMMER, WTSP.COM REPORTER (on the phone): Well,
good evening Larry, yes. They've got the entire south end of
MacDill Air Force Base shut down right now. This is the Bayshore
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entrance gate. Apparently, they had a light blue colored SUV that
pulled into the gate and stopped by security officers and at that
point, we don't know exactly what happened, but they have started
unloading everything out that SUV, including a number of -- what
should be sniper rifles, large ammunition, military paraphernalia,
and we're waiting right now for more work from MacDill Air Force
base as to what all this means. And why this vehicle was stopped
here at the main entrance gate.

KING: Did it try to get through the gate?

ZIMMER: It does not appear that it tried to ram the gate or
anything like that. But we don't know exactly what happened when
it approached the gate, why it was stopped. Why it wasn't allowed
to continue on in. All we can say is that for some reason, they did
stop this vehicle and found something suspicious, and they actually
had a robot and some bomb squad type technicians approach the
vehicle a couple hours ago, they circled the vehicle and they've
been looking at it ever since.

KING: Were there two men in it?

ZIMMER: I don't have official word on that. I heard reports of that,
but don't have that confirmed yet.

KING: So, you don't know if they've taken any people out of the car
or held them for questioning or anything?

ZIMMER: Yes, we talked to one of the military police, detectives
here on scene, he could provide us no information, said just wait,
we've got a military spokesperson on the way out to us, and we are
waiting for official word on all that.

KING: Is MacDill right in Tampa?

ZIMMER: MacDill is on the very southern tip of Tampa, in fact, it
borders up against the city's limits of Tampa, and Tampa police
were actually working, diverting traffic away from this particular
entrance gate. So, yes, it is the very southern tip of Tampa, and also
we can tell you that there are -- apparently this is a special week at
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MacDill Air Force base, some of the military personnel tell us that
there are some high ranking officials on base this week, they had a
big golf tournament earlier today, so that may have to do with all
this obviously some the increased security.

KING: Thanks, Beau, excellent reporting. Thanks to our guests,
good luck with all of that. We'll have reaction to President Obama
Address to the Nation tomorrow on Larry King Live.

"AC 360" with Anderson Cooper right now.

CNN.com - Transcripts

CNN LARRY KING LIVE

Elizabeth Edwards Breaks Her Silence

LARRY KING, HOST (voice-over): Tonight Elizabeth Edwards, a
primetime exclusive. On her husband's shocking affair that
wrecked their marriage.

ELIZABETH EDWARDS, AUTHOR, "RESILIENCE:
REFLECTIONS ON THE BURDENS AND GIFTS OF FACING
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LIFE'S ADVERSITIES": But I think it's important for me to
understand that I didn't do anything wrong.

KING: The baby he fathered with his mistress.
EDWARDS: I have seen the child.

KING: What the scandal did to her.
EDWARDS: I mean, personally told me that.

KING: And how she feels right now about the man who betrayed
her.

(On camera): You loved John.
EDWARDS: Um --

KING (voice-over): The resilient Elizabeth Edwards is next on
LARRY KING LIVE.

(END VIDEOTAPE)

KING: It's a great pleasure to welcome back to LARRY KING LIVE
one of my favorite people, Elizabeth Edwards. The author of the
number one "New York Times" bestseller, "Resilience: Reflections
on the Burdens and Gifts of Facing Life's Adversities". Now out on
paperback with a very candid and compelling new afterword.

Elizabeth is a senior fellow at the Center for American Progress
working on health care issues.

It's always good to see you and you -- you look so good. You've got
to tell me, how are you feeling?

EDWARDS: I feel great, actually. You know, I've always going to
have some sort of treatment and I'm on chemotherapy now. I had
chemotherapy this morning, as a matter of fact, in North Carolina.
And was, you know, sometimes the treatments get you down, but
the disease is not getting me down.
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KING: What does the chemo do?
EDWARDS: Well, this chemo --
KING: You're in a stage four, right?

EDWARDS: I'm stage four. The chemo I'm taking right now
actually has a lot of effect on my blood so, you know, I'm not
supposed to cut my cuticles or floss or do things --

KING: Really?

EDWARDS: Do things that might introduce infection. And I --
sometimes I'm breathless a little, you know. So I'm planning a trip
with the children. Now I've got to make sure I have someone to
help me, you know, because I've not -- there are probably times I'm
not going to be able to move luggage for two children and for me.
So, you know, there are little things you have to plan ahead for.

KING: We're not going to get into the specifics of the disease, but
of having had friends take it. I've had a couple of friends that didn't
like it so much they gave up.

EDWARDS: I -- I have -- you know, I've heard that happening. I
mean, a great example, Melissa Etheridge. Well, we had breast
cancer about the same time and she is doing chemotherapy and it
has a lot of effect on your fingers and your hands because she uses
her hands at her trade.

KING: Yes.

EDWARDS: She found it to be a real problem for her. She hasn't
had any bad results from that which is I'm really delighted. It
makes me nervous.

KING: Do the -- this sounds weird, but do the doctors tell you why
you're still here?
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EDWARDS: No, and they don't tell me when they expect me to go.
And what I understand is it's not going to be -- so if I'm feeling
good, that's a good sign because I'm not -- you don't like all of a
sudden fall off a cliff. It will be -- it's a slow decline as the disease
progresses.

KING: Pain?

EDWARDS: Probably, but, you know, I try really not to focus on
what the end is going to look like.

KING: No.

EDWARDS: More time I spend doing that, you know, the less time
I'm enjoying the days I have now.

KING: All right. How do you not think about it? EDWARDS: There
are times when you do. I don't really think about it when I'm
getting chemotherapy or -- I have -- you know, the people who take
care of me are wonderful, you know, terrific people.

I made -- Jerome who gives me my infusions bring me his high
school yearbook and I promised to bring him his. I brought mine,
which I did but he wasn't there last week because of a meeting. So
I've got to bring it again next week.

But, you know, they become friends of yours so when you go to
visit them, it doesn't seem -- when you go to have scans, when you
go to find out if the disease is progressing, those are the times
when it's really hard not to let it get in your head.

KING: Is resilience something you learn you have when misfortune
occurs?

EDWARDS: I think that's probably true of a lot of people, you
know, who --

KING: And how do we know how we'll handle some or we have to
handle it?
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EDWARDS: You don't and, you know -- and I think most people --
I don't think that I'm special in any way, but I think most people do
pull themselves together. Do what it is they need to be done.
Sometimes you're thrown for a loop for a little while and then you
start to reclaim.

I think it's that getting back on the right path, that's the hard part.
You know, you can't let yourself go down the chasm. You have to
really get yourself back on the road, yes.

KING: Was the worse when they first told you?
EDWARDS: The worst --
KING: Mentally?

EDWARDS: Mentally the worst was when I -- when I very first
heard. You -- I just didn't know what to expect. I didn't know
whether the information to how bad the information I was getting
was -- I mean, not how bad is it, not how bad the information is,
but how bad the cancer is.

And, it was -- I had a great oncologist, Lisa Carey, who was telling
me, you know, if you see a bone scan and you don't look like -- start
to look like a Christmas tree or like Larry King's backdrop, then
you're in good shape.

You know, that means that you've got contained locations. It's
when it starts being really bright to you. And so she gave me some
landmarks to -- but it still is scary.

KING: Now the hardcover, was it made you bestseller?
EDWARDS: It was very successful.

KING: Because of events, did you almost have to write an
afterword?

EDWARDS: I did feel like I had. You know, it was going to come
out in paperback and if it came out in paperback -- when I wrote
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the paperback, John, my husband, and I were still together. So
when the paperback came out, we have separated. And --

KING: And public would expect to read about it.

EDWARDS: Right. And so, if the book ended with our being
together, then it wasn't --

KING: It'd be weird.

EDWARDS: It would be weird. It wouldn't be an accurate book. I
mean it's actually why I included a lot of the stuff in it. I wanted the
book to be accurate. I didn't want it to be sensational, but I wanted
it to be accurate.

KING: But you also took out some things.

EDWARDS: Yes.

KING: Why?

EDWARDS: Well, in the paperback, I don't think I took out some --
KING: No, no. Some things from the original.

EDWARDS: Oh, yes. Well, I mean, I -- there are books -- there are
things that I had that, you know, sort of bothering me about the
way the story was getting told and, you know, and I -- and it's like I
sort of like I needed to answer them, but I also want to move on in
my life so I don't want to answer it.

I don't want to get into a shouting, you know, the last person on
LARRY KING gets to tell the story, you know, of the way it is. I
don't want that. I want to move on. And so some things I need --
KING: Of course, you have -- you should be hurt, though.
EDWARDS: Yes. So --

KING: You don't want to leave things.
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EDWARDS: Well, some thing -- you know, there's some things that
are important for me, you know, and I -- and I've said them and I
think finally they sort of ends up in the popular culture, you know,
which is to accept that any of this is.

But there's some understanding about what I knew and when I
knew it that I was not complicit in any of this.

KING: Yes.

EDWARDS: And that's important to me. I want people to see me as
a moral person who tries to make the right decision when the time
comes. So that was important to me.

But aside for that, honestly, I think it's -- you know, the rest of how
people feel about me is probably how I lived the rest of my life, not
necessarily, you know, what we said or not said.

KING: You -- you're legally separated, right?
EDWARDS: We have a separation agreement.
KING: Are you going to get divorced or does that matter or --

EDWARDS: I mean it matters and doesn't. And you know -- I
mean, I think it's one of those things, you know, you need to have

all of your arrangements in the right way particularly with
children.

But, you know, when the time comes -- I don't imagine any of us is
-- you know, have on our calendar, must have on our calendar this
is the day in which we can because that part we've got an amicable
way of dealing with the kids and dealing with one another that is,
you know, has really been quite satisfactory. And --

KING: Because you are the pained one, so --

EDWARDS: Yes.
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KING: It has to be satisfactory to you.

EDWARDS: Yes. You know, but -- you know, I think -- I think that
there's enough pain in my family to go around everybody.

KING: By the way, so we have it right and the audience
understands, nowhere in "Resilience" do you name the woman
with whom your husband had an affair and a daughter. You've
asked us out of consideration not to use the name either and we
will respect that.

EDWARDS: Thank you.
KING: And we will be right back.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards. "Resilience", terrific
book with a new afterword now out in paperback.

You have had to deal in your life with loss. The loss of a husband --
of him, nothing compares in loss to the death of a child in your life.

EDWARDS: No. Nothing compares and --

KING: A distant second. EDWARDS: Right. And in some ways that
helps you keep some balance, you know, about how important the -
- whatever pain you're going through now is it -- it really does give
you some perspective on it.

It doesn't mean it hurts less but it does, you know -- you, say, if I
had to choose between one of these, what would I choose? This is a
no-brainer.

KING: No, of course not.

EDWARDS: This is a no-brainer. Can't weigh that.

KING: We're honoring the name thing and I understand it. Is it
that you have difficulty with it?
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EDWARDS: No. What it is, is this is my story and if people want to
have -- talk about that part of the story, then they're not -- they're
not talking about the book. And if you were talking about the book
and it was --

KING: And the book is about resilience.

EDWARDS: The book is about what I went through as I -- you
know, as I -- as when Wade died or when the cancer came or when
the cancer came back or when I found out that my marriage was
not, you know, all I believed and hoped that it was. What did I do,
not what -- not what did anybody else do, but what did I do.

And so if somebody wants to talk about that, they're clearly -- this
is a more sensational kind of thing. And so it's not what the book is
about and I'm hoping -- I hope that I'm promoting the book.

KING: And have you ever spoken to any of the other parties
involved? Like to the woman, have you ever spoken to the woman?

EDWARDS: No, I've never -- I've only been on the same place she
has once and that was before I knew anything and that we just
really -- we're just passing in the hallway.

KING: And you've not seen the child or anything?
EDWARDS: I have seen the child actually.
KING: You have? In what occasion?

EDWARDS: But when John and -- and I were together and he was,
you know, wanted to be a father which I admired. They should, you
know he -- when he found out that in fact this was his child and he
wanted to be a father and if that were the case when were together
I would be this child's stepmother.

And so it was important. We went down --
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KING: Right. EDWARDS: We went down this -- I know. We went

down to Charlotte and a third party picked up Quinn and brought

her to where we were and -- that John spent some time alone with
her.

We bought -- it was before Christmas, we bough Christmas
presents and dresses and little things.

KING: Was this strange for you?
EDWARDS: Yes. I --
KING: Awkward?

EDWARDS: No, it was not awkward in the least. You know, she
didn't know who I was.

KING: That's it.
EDWARDS: You know, that was something she was going to learn
over time. And unlike John, she didn't have a name or was not

going to be a name that she then associated with me.

But I love children and, you know, sitting there playing with toys
with her, you know, she seems like a really nice child and --

KING: What did you think of --

EDWARDS: I look forward to having a relationship with her at that
time.

KING: You do?
EDWARDS: I did.
KING: And now?

EDWARDS: Now there's no reason really for me to.
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KING: Do you -- what -- did you read or what did you make of the
interview that she did with "GQ"?

EDWARDS: I -- really, I read --
KING: Didn't you --

EDWARDS: I read a portion of it that my sister forwarded to me,
but I didn't read the whole thing. My sister gets (INAUDIBLE) and
will send me something that makes me mad.

KING: So let's clear something up because she said and I'd like to
clear it. She said your relationship was dysfunctional, toxic, way
before she came along.

EDWARDS: If that were true, why would John and I have worked
so hard under such difficult and public circumstances to make the
relationship work? We really -- we both -- I mean, I really think we
both worked hard in the end to make it work.

I did not think -- I mean, I -- and I suppose there are a lot of
women in her position who like to justify their behavior by taking -

KING: Rationalize.
EDWARDS: Right. Rationalize it by thinking that this relationship
that -- in which they're thrusting their selves wasn't valuable to

begin with. It was clearly valuable to both of us and something that
we tried very hard to save.

KING: How did you deal with the pain? You've had to deal with
major pains. You have cancer.

EDWARDS: Yes.
KING: Your child was dead.

EDWARDS: Yes.
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KING: How did you deal with the pain of the discovery of what he
did?

EDWARDS: What was hard about this and what is -- where I had --
I had -- this is part of the --

KING: This is resilience.

EDWARDS: Part of the resilience thing that you have to deal with
is it's really hard not to attach it to yourself, not to say what did I
do wrong? And go -- and then, you know, but you -- I understand
from reading is it very often has nothing to do with the relationship
that a spouse can love their husband or their wife very dearly and
that doesn't mean that there's -- there's not something, some place
that, you know, nobody is 100 percent matched of everything you
need.

There's in some place where you have a need and there's somebody
who comes along at that time and is able to fill it. And that doesn't
mean that -- that there was an unsatisfactory relationship or that I
had done something wrong. And --

KING: You don't look in a marriage and say what did I do wrong.

EDWARDS: No. Do I do it occasionally? Of course I do. But I think
it's important for me to understand that I didn't do anything
wrong. Not just important for me but important also for my
children to understand that -- that what that the mother they saw,
the wife that they saw, you know, tried to support her husband in
his quests and his dreams.

And I'm still, you know, printing out Google instructions,
directions for him to get to his objective and sports camp, and I'm
still putting out the directions, you know. Because this is a kind of
supportive thing that you do, you know, for somebody you're living
with and care about and you have this sort of the way -- I feel like,
you know, we had a symbiotic way of dealing with one another.
KING: Yes, you have.

EDWARDS: He did things for him.
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KING: It doesn't go away.

EDWARDS: The hardest part I think was feeling like somebody
who had been -- who'd been the person I had leaned on when I
needed somebody, when Wade had died, when the cancer came.

I think it's probably been hard for him too to see himself in this
new light as not the person on whom I feel I can lean.

KING: He disappointed a lot of people.

EDWARDS: He disappointed a lot of people. I don't -- I think that
probably puts (ph) himself.

KING: Also in "GQ", this we should clear up, is her claim that the
account you wrote in "Resilience" about how you found out about
the affair is factually incorrect.

EDWARDS: I --

KING: How would she know how you found out?

EDWARDS: Right. No, I mean, I -- there's nothing in "Resilience"
that's incorrect. I mean --

KING: How do you found out he was hiding?

EDWARDS: How I found find out is how I found out.

KING: The cell phone did, right?

EDWARDS: Right. I found out -- I found out from the cell phone.
And I don't know what she says about it so I don't know what --
what she said is different. But in any event it doesn't matter. I'm --
I really believe it's important to be honest. But --

KING: How do you deal --

EDWARDS: That's what this book is about.
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KING: How do you deal with trust now in John?

EDWARDS: You know, it's still -- it's still hard, you know, but I
don't have the same need to trust him at the same level. I mean, he
has his own life now which he's entitled to and he has boundaries
and I don't have to know, you know, in the same way that a wife
knows.

KING: We'll be right back. The book is terrific. The afterword --
lots more to talk about out of this. Elizabeth Edwards' "Reflections
on the Burdens and Gifts of Facing Life's Adversities". The book is
"Resilience". We'll be right back.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards. The book is
"Resilience".

Photos accompanying that "GQ" article caused a lot of fuss.
"People" magazine quoted a friend of yours as saying you were
disgusted by the pictures.

Are they a correct quote?

EDWARDS: I don't know that I actually used that word, but
somebody may have. I did see the pictures and I think it's really
important when you're a mother to convey that, you know, that's
the role you value. And I think she just had probably too many T's
to cross.

She also wanted to be viewed as sexy in everything else and you
want to say, you know, at some point -- at some point, you know,
you could be sexy but that can't be your goal.

KING: Were you jealous?

EDWARDS: Oh, no. No.

KING: No?
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EDWARDS: I'm 60. I'll be --

(LAUGHTER)

EDWARDS: I'm 61 in the beginning of July.
KING: Did you --

EDWARDS: I quit being jealous of younger women.
KING: Did you watch her on "Oprah"?
EDWARDS: I did. I taped it to watch it later.
KING: Was that hard?

EDWARDS: No, it wasn't hard. It wasn't.

KING: Really?

EDWARDS: Yes. You know --

KING: Well, you have a lot of resilience --
(LAUGHTER)

KING: The title of the book.

EDWARDS: So I had to write a book like that. Yes.
KING: Didn't -- it wasn't hard to watch.
EDWARDS: No.

KING: All right. Let's get to what we have to get to in which a lot of
people were shocked. And that's the book "Game Change."

EDWARDS: Yes.
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KING: The bestseller written by John Heilemann and Mark
Halperin, two respective reporters, and is very critical of you.

EDWARDS: It is.

KING: With quotes from staff and others. Did you read the book?
EDWARDS: I did not read the book. I've not read the book --
KING: You must know about this.

EDWARDS: But I -- I do know about it and there's some things
that actually that did happen in this book in time when I was in a
lot of pain. The various staff members are actually probably limited
to maybe two staff members to say and, you know, after the
campaign, the people who work closest with me started, you know,
a Google group, "I Heart Elizabeth".

You know, these people are not mad at me. They're still great
friends of mine. And that there was some people who were
disgruntled doesn't -- you know, about one thing or another
doesn't surprise me. But the people who I was closest -- with whom
I was closest I still I am really close.

The people with whom I was disappointed in their performance I
think had a lot of opportunities. Very disappointed. I don't know
John Heilemann, but I do know Mark Halperin. I'm very
disappointed in making no effort to contact me because I could
have told them --

KING: They never tried to call you?

EDWARDS: No. I mean, it's not that hard to reach me, you know.
KING: No.

EDWARDS: And they made no effort. And it would have been nice

if they had, not because -- some of the things are not true that I
understand that are in there. But some of the things --
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KING: Well, they make you almost like a devil.

EDWARDS: Yes. And they're just, you know, were there times on
the road when I was -- when it was tensed with John? Yes. Did I
ever say John doesn't -- you know, I read books, John doesn't, for
example?

John reads 10 times the number of books I do. I mean, I would
never have said that. If I ever called him a hick, it was because he'd
like to be called a hick, you know? Oh, you're such a hick, you
know. You're such a country boy.

I don't know that hicks not really the word I'd use but you know.
But --

KING: Did it bother you, though, that he was in it?
EDWARDS: It was -- what bothered -- what bothered me --

KING: Or when you have stage four cancer there's nothing
bothering you.

EDWARDS: No. It bothered me and I wrote this in the last chapter.
I wish I didn't care what people thought of me. But when people
say things about me that are not -- that are not true or that could
be if you explained the circumstances they might, you know, have a
different perspective, then it hurts me that people might read that
and believe it.

KING: How angry were you at Andrew Young for writing that book
"The Politician"? He was John's aide. The guy was supposed to be
the -- pretend he was the father of -- did you read that book?
EDWARDS: I did not read that book and --

KING: He made a lot of appearances.

EDWARDS: Yes.

KING: Not you.
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EDWARDS: Right. He did make a lot of appearances and I
certainly would say things. That book and -- this is not just from
my perspective but from -- that book is absolutely -- the thing is he
had a story to tell, but in that story he wasn't a hero in that story, in
the real story. So he wrote a story where he got to be the hero
which meant demonizing everybody else.

I banned Andrew Young from my house in February of 2007 before
I knew any of this because he lied so often I just could not believe
anything he said. Told him if he came back on my property, I'd
have him arrested. I can't have you around me.

KING: Really?
EDWARDS: Yes.
KING: Do you think he had it in for you?

EDWARDS: Yes. And I had someone contact his publisher and tell
them that that the stories that he was promoting -- what he was
trying to sell the book, that those stories about me were not true
and that they needed to be careful because, you know, I think some
people have a lot of knowledge with.

KING: Did you threaten him with alienation of affection? He said
that. EDWARDS: I asked him -- I asked -- I did ask him, you know,
as sort of fairness -- one of the things that after Wade died John
and I did was we started the Wade Edwards Foundation. It
provides computer labs for kids who don't have access to -- to these
kinds of facilities. That they don't have a computer at home or they
don't -- can't get a ride to the library.

So after school they can go straight over in the activity bus and do
their work on computers and print out their term papers just like
the kids who have computers at home and then take the activity
buses home. And it works great.
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And I said, you know, I thought that it's a matter of fairness that he
ought to contribute some of what -- you know, was actually fairly
small considering what he has undoubtedly made on this book.
KING: Did he?

EDWARDS: No. He did not.

KING: We'll be back with more. We're going to read from the
books, so will Elizabeth. The book is "Resilience" now in paperback
with the new afterword. We'll be right back.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards.

I don't mean to be puzzled, but they said we weren't clear on how
you learned. Apparently, she says it was by cell phone. You said he
told you. And I think when I asked you, it was not clear how you --
EDWARDS: Not clear.

KING: Yes.

EDWARDS: I had sort of a tip and I went to John and said, did you
have something you need -- you wanted to tell me about?

KING: The tip was from a cell phone or --
EDWARDS: The tip was from a cell phone, but --
KING: So they're both correct.

EDWARDS: They both -- they both --

I've not read hers, so I don't know what she says.
KING: All right.

EDWARDS: So that's why I said --
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KING: I got it.

EDWARDS: Yes. KING: All right. You still supported him after you
knew about the cheating.

EDWARDS: I knew --
KING: In the run for the presidency.

EDWARDS: I knew about one incident. Understand the whole time
that he ran for office, I knew that he had had one liaison. It still -- it
still tore me up, I mean, personally tore me up. Did I think that one
liaison would disqualify him to be the president?

You know, we've had great presidents who I would hope one
liaison would not have -- have stopped from serving us. That's
what I believed. And I believed that until, golly, maybe long after it
made any sense to but, certainly long after -- I mean, long after he
was out of the race.

And so sometimes I had to, you know, bite my tongue. I talked a lot
about his policies, which I still believe were the best policies and
set the standard for the other candidates on a lot of issues -- health
care being one of them, but environment and poverty and
corporate interference with government.

And I really believed that that I could talk about those things and
mean every word that I was saying, and have him as an advocate
for those issues and meaning that as well.

KING: Before we talk about some issues, I want to read one
segment from the book.

EDWARDS: OK.
KING: And I'll have you read them.

EDWARDS: OK.
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KING: Here's where I'm going to read.

"I never asked to be a public figure. When John ran for the Senate,
I attended exactly three campaign events. But it happened and the
warnings that you have no privacy did not scare me. What did I
have to hide? Foolish me, thought then.

I had lived my life on military bases with someone watching all the
time. The door of my house in Raleigh was always open. The
warning I did get was that my story could be public. The warning I
did not get about being in the public eye is that anyone who wants
to could write my story and there'll be some people who will
believe it."

EDWARDS: Yes.
KING: Is that the age we live in?

EDWARDS: Yes. I'm afraid that that's the age we live in. I mean,
there are outrageous things published all the time about all sorts of
people and there's a group -- there's a group of people who are
going to believe them.

KING: Yes.

EDWARDS: Yes. And a group of people are going to believe them.
And there's nothing -- there's, you know, you can't go around
refuting every story. Sometimes you just have to let it go and figure
that your conduct from here on out will prove that it was true or
untrue.

KING: And you're in the tabloids almost all the time.

EDWARDS: Yes.

KING: The last time you were dead.

EDWARDS: Oh, I know. And I was -- that's right. I was dying with

him six months. I think that six months might have come and
gone.
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Or I was grooming my daughter to raise my children, my 28-year-
old daughter Cate, who it's long been in our wills that if both of us
die, you know, I want her to be -- to raise my children. But they
need to have a positive relationship with their father, and I actually
responded to that one, because I thought that was
counterproductive to what I was hoping they would have.

KING: OK. You read another two portions as we go on.

OK. First, the overall, let's move to other areas. What do you make
of Obama?

EDWARDS: I think that there've been very few presidents faced
with as many different fronts to try to deal with at one time. Very
pleased that he put health care on the front -- on the front burner.
And I think that American people's lives, it turned out to be -- it
turned out to be -- very unhappy that it happened at the same time
that we had this -- the mortgage crisis and financial meltdown,
because it meant that people didn't -- they were in economic chaos
and we're not entirely certain why that was.

You know, the truth is half of the foreclosures in this country
actually take place because of medical costs and, you know, not just
that they've got subprime mortgages or other mortgages where
they're underwater.

But he's had a lot to deal with at one time. Would I do it if -- you
know, if I were getting to make the choice, would I do it exactly the
same way? I wouldn't.

KING: How do you buy this statement made -- I had lunch today
with a crisis expert and he said he sees this problem as hesitancy,
that he's not -- that he should have grabbed BP by the throat.

EDWARDS: Right, to begin with. KING: The first day.
EDWARDS: Right. And in his interview with Matt Lauer, he had

said, you know, I was paying attention to this when -- when the
talking heads weren't. And I thought the talking heads were -- I



134

mean, this was a really tasty story. The talking heads were talking
about this from the very beginning, and --

KING: Do you think he's a little weak in that --

EDWARDS: No. I -- you know, I think that he is contemplative,
which in -- in most -- maybe in most times, that's exactly what you
want in a president. Sometimes, though, you got -- you need just --
you need to be sort of a man of action. I think it shows in his --
when he was trying -- when he's having his own rough on BP
speech, it was clear that was not his comfort zone, you know? And -
- and you --

KING: Yes. Well, he told me in an interview he was angry.

EDWARDS: Yes. I'm sure he is. But -- but he's angry, you know?
Angry.

KING: We'll have more with the candid Elizabeth Edwards. The
book, "Resilience." Next. Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards. I'll have you read one
passage from the book.

A CNN/Opinion Research Poll from late last month shows a
majority, 56 percent, still disapprove of the health care bill. What
do you make of that?

EDWARDS: I think people don't -- they haven't yet seen the
benefits coming to them. And when they see the benefits coming to
them, I think the number will go up. I think that there were some
things we needed to do that we didn't do. We did not create real
competition for these insurance companies, so what we're still
seeing is we're still seeing them up there, premiums to individuals
and to -- and to businesses. And that's going to, you know, create a
problem in the -- certainly in the short term, before these -- before
we start having these exchanges, where people who are -- are out of
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the market for one reason or another are able to get in in a better
rate.

Until then, I think we're --
KING: The process. Right. Yes.
EDWARDS: This is the process.

I think there were people who were dissatisfied with Social Security
when it started too.

KING: Would you like to read one -- we'll have you read two, but
do one now. EDWARDS: OK. I wrote in this book, meaning early --
in the -- in the first chapters of the book -- about seeing your
situation for what it is and taking action. "But I have not acted
myself. Maybe it was that 30-year investment I had in my
marriage. Maybe it was that I could not separate the flawed man
before me from the boy with whom I fell in love in 1975. It does not
matter now.

But, finally, at the end of 20009, I realized I could not simply wish
us to some halcyon final days. I decided that I do not want to be
that person hoping for a day that may never come, that sad, bitter,
unhappy person. Finally, I've taken the steps I need to take to
never be that person. It's one of the things I left behind when I
closed that door behind John."

KING: Is this hard to write?

EDWARDS: It was hard to write. It was hard to write it with the
right tone because, you know, that sad, bitter, unhappy person
wasn't that far behind me. But I really was more hopeful and I
wanted -- the book, though, you know, some people criticized,
saying -- the book, saying, you know, how could you write about
some of these things with your children out there, like my children
were somehow living, you know, with their head in the sand and
knew nothing about it.
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I wanted them to see from my perspective and not see it with just
the pain they saw, they knew was there, but also to see it with some
degree of hopefulness, both in the original version and then in this
-- the new version with, you know, the new life. I wanted them to
see it in a hopeful way, that I wasn't, you know, looking back on
everything and saying, you know, woe is me and what a victim I
am. But it's my fate. It's my responsibility and I have to, you know,
take hold of -- finally make the choices that are right for me.

I made a lot of choices I thought were right for my children. I don't
think they turned out to be. I thought they were at the time, and so
I made choices that are right for me and I think turned out then
also right for the children. Because they have a happier, you know,
less bitter, sane mother, you know, who -- who's able to get
through a day.

KING: How did they feel about their father?

EDWARDS: You know, Emma Claire is at softball practices -- all-
star softball team -- softball practices with their dad, and they are
proud of their dad. Jack called on his way up to sports camp. His
father drove him up to sports camp and said, we stopped here in
Applebee's and everybody wanted to have their picture taken with -
- with Dad. And you could see that, you know, he acted like he was
embarrassed, but he was also proud too. Particularly in -- you
know, he was driving through Western Virginia. Not West Virginia,
western Virginia where there's a lot of poverty.

And those people, you know, say, OK, he messed up, but this guy
was -- he was caring about us, you know? And so I think they- you
know, they give him a little more leeway than --

KING: Do the kids -- have the kids met their stepsister?

EDWARDS: No. No. They have not. There'll come a time when
they have. But Quinn I think would be coming up on two and a half
and I think that when she starts creating more memories and when
John has a better -- a more longstanding relationship with her and
she can come visit him, I think that will happen.
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KING: You write in your afterword, quote, "right now, I want to
live for eight more years to finish the one job I know I did better
than any other." That job is raising you kids.

What if you don't get the eight years?

EDWARDS: I'll be sad for me and be sad for them. I'd like to -- you
know, I'd like to be -- I'd like for them to see me seeing them off in
their new life. And one of the things about Wade having died when
they're 16, eight years, I mean, Wade -- Jack was 18, but when
Wade was 16, I could see the young man he was going to be. And if
I had died when he was 16, he would know that I saw the young
man he was going to be. And I think that that would give him some
satisfaction.

And our relationship had changed a little bit as he had aged to that
point. I'd like to -- I'd like to get to that point with my older
children too, so they -- as adults, they would see me as still, you
know, a presence in their life and not as that distant memory of the
-- you know, the woman playing Legos with them on the floor, but
somebody who was -- you know, who was a real part of their lives.

KING: Elizabeth Edwards. She'll read another segment from the
book right after this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)
(NEWS BREAK)

KING: We're back with Elizabeth Edwards. The paperback now
out. A major bestseller in hardcover, now a paperback. Please read
a little segment from the book, just a short --

EDWARDS: OK. "Those closest to me saw the torment inside me,
saw it seep into other parts of my life. But now, as I try to put that
life back together, to find a new, imperfect, and yes, un-saintly me,
I need to think about myself and who I really am and what I really
want. And, like so many women, what I want revolves around me
family."
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I actually had written in the -- in the hardback originally that I was
going through a lot of this torment. So before anybody drew a
picture of me that was un-saintly, I drew a picture of myself,
basically saying, you know, I've been angry beyond reason
sometimes, that, you know, I just didn't know what -- didn't know
what I -- I didn't expect this. I had no -- no place to tap inside me. I
just --

And so I was -- I spent a lot of time very angry and frustrated, and
so -- and I was -- I tried to be honest about that. I didn't know go
on and on about -- but I did -- but I did try to be honest with -- and
that's one -- I think I needed to leave behind. I needed to leave
these people behind me. I needed to leave that life behind me and
do something that is better for my health, better for my kids, better
probably for my longevity.

KING: You know, when it happens -- and we hope it doesn't
happen -- John's going to get hit awful hard. You know he's going
to take a brutal beating.

EDWARDS: I -- which -- you know, he has to be responsible for
himself. It just breaks my heart for my children, because one of the
things that I really want is for them to have -- because they'll need
it. They'll need to have a good relationship with their father. And as
I -- that's enormously important to me. He's been a great father to
them in a lot of ways.

You know, in some ways, has he killed them? Yes. But in so many
ways, he's been really a spectacular father. And I want them to
have that. So if he's going to do that, it's going to be -- it's going to
make that more difficult.

KING: Is he practicing law?

EDWARDS: No. Well, I think that he's talked to people about
doing it, but he's you know, sort of waiting for lots of leaves to fall
off the tree or shoes to fall off or whatever, just waiting for all of
that stuff to be behind him.

KING: Well, you're -- you're a vital woman. You're only 60.
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EDWARDS: Yes.

KING: I say that only because 60 is --
EDWARDS: That was nice of you to say.
KING: Sixty is yesterday's 48.

EDWARDS: Yes. That's right.

KING: Well, what do you do about affection?

EDWARDS: I get -- you know, sort of -- that's a really good
question, I think, and something that I thought about and makes --
and that does make me sad to think that -- that I -- you know, I
may live out the rest of my days -- and the likelihood is that I'll live
out the rest of my days without someone who --

KING: Holding you.
EDWARDS: Huh?
KING: Holding you.

EDWARDS: Holding me. Holding me in a passionate way. I've got
-- I mean, I get more hugs than you could possibly imagine. I can't
go through the airport -- you know, the TSA woman this morning
at the airport, you know, if I -- and if I say go, I get lots of hugs
from people and they really mean it, and it means a lot to me. But
that -- that different kind of affection.

And I've also got tons of friends and I have an unbelievable family.
I just have a great family. But that other kind of affection may be
behind me. You know, I can't imagine -- honestly, I can't imagine
circumstances where I would fall in love or that anyone would fall
in love with me, you know? So -- and it is hard sometimes to think
that that's a part of my past.

KING: You love John?
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EDWARDS: It's -- it's -- that's a hard question to answer because I
know more than one John, you know? And is there a John that I
Love and will always love? There absolutely is. Do I think that he's
there some place? I do. I believe that he's there.

But, you know, the last few years, I haven't lived with that John,
and that's been really hard. And the John that I was living with was
not a John that -- you know, it's complicated because he looked
like him, talked like him, you know? But he was not a John --

KING: And his followers sure loved him.

EDWARDS: Yes. Yes. And because he stood for so many things
that really mattered. Still does. I think one of the things that's very
frustrating for him is the things that really matter to him, the
person he really is is unable to act out.

KING: Our remaining moments with Elizabeth Edwards right after
this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: You know, just a couple of moments left. Elizabeth
Edwards' book is "Resilience."

What do you make of Al and Tipper Gore?
EDWARDS: It makes me sad, obviously, as it makes a lot of people
sad. I'm extremely fond of both of them. They're not close friends

of mine, but I have had dealings with them over the years.

Tipper did pictures for an interview for me in "Elle" magazine
once, and I did -- I took a picture of her for --

KING: She's a great photographer.
EDWARDS: She is a great photographer. She -- I definitely got the

better end of this deal. But for the contributors page, I took a
picture of her in a Mustang that Al had bought for her, which was
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just like the Mustang that she had when she was in high school, her
first car.

KING: Yes. EDWARDS: So you could see the affection -- the
affection they have for one another. But, you know, California and
Washington, D.C. and Nashville -- with their life spread out that
much, it may have been that at just, at some point, it was easier.

KING: What do you make of Michelle Obama?

EDWARDS: I think that she's doing a really good job with, you
know, what I think -- you know, I get a lot of people saying, oh, she
really wanted to be First Lady. I thought it was the worst job in the
country, and I think she's doing a splendid job with it. I'm really,
really --

KING: Worst job why?
EDWARDS: Huh?
KING: Worst job why?

EDWARDS: Well, because, you know, people talk about what
you're wearing. If you talk about any real issue -- and you know she
cares about real issues -- people can be critical of you that you're
talking about a real issue. And I can't imagine being able to keep
that job for four years or eight years and not talking about anything
that really matters.

KING: And raising kids.

EDWARDS: And raising kids at the same time. Her girls look
lovely. And I think she's doing a great job. And I love that she's
wearing American designers. So I think that's fantastic.

KING: OK. You put it in the subtitle, "Reflections on the Burdens
and Gifts of Facing Life's Adversities." The burdens are obvious.
What are the gifts?
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EDWARDS: The gifts are that, you know, you are reminded time
and again -- the easiest example is Wade's death because it's not so
-- there's not so many other parts of it.

When Wade died, it was -- it was a terrible burden. But it also
reminded you both of the fact that you needed to grab hold of each
day. You couldn't -- you couldn't just take each day for granted.
You had to make each day matter, make each interchange with
people you cared about matter, you know?

In my family, my dysfunctional family, there was lots of "I love
you," lots of hugs, lots of, you know, constant reminders that we
cared about one another. And I think that was a gift Wade gave us.
I think he -- you know, he made us understand that it was really
important.

Emma Claire, when she was a baby, had colic, and she cried for
hours and hours. And I could just rock her and sing to her for
hours and hours, even thought she screamed back at me the whole
time, because I thought, if this were Wade and I got to hold him,
but he was crying, would it be OK with me? I say, you bet. And you
got to understand that even if she's crying, it's a gift, this moment
that I have.

And so you can learn things from each -- each thing that's sad,
there's always something to be learned from it.

KING: We have less than a minute. What do you say to other
cancer patients?

EDWARDS: That as long as you're walking around, as long as
you're not dead now, then you're alive. And --

KING: Look in a mirror.
EDWARDS: Look at -- that's right.

KING: You're alive.
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EDWARDS: You're alive and, you know, don't spend your time
worrying about when it is you're going to die. Spend your time
worrying about how it is you're going to live today.

KING: Elizabeth, it is a pleasure knowing you.
EDWARDS: Back to you, Larry.

KING: Hang around, OK?

EDWARDS: OK. You too.

KING: Elizabeth Edwards, "Reflections on the Burdens and Gifts of
Facing Life's Adversities." Powerful new afterword. The book is
"Resilience." It will not disappoint you.

It's time now for "AC 360" and Anderson Cooper.

CNN.com - Transcripts

CNN LARRY KING LIVE
Interview With Lady Gaga

LADY GAGA, SINGER: My name is Lady Gaga. And this is my
house.

LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight the one, the only Lady Gaga.
International superstar. Style icon. Self-proclaimed freak.

Lady Gaga gives us a backstage pass into her unique world. Next
on this special 25th anniversary edition of LARRY KING LIVE.

(END OF VIDEO CLIP)

KING: On this, our 25th anniversary week here at CNN, we're so
excited to welcome Lady Gaga to LARRY KING LIVE. She's the
Grammy- winning singer, songwriter, musician, performance artist
whose provocative videos have been viewed more than one billion
times online.



144

And later in the show, we're going to give you a sneak peek of her
latest video "Alejandro."

She just received five world music awards in May and is one of the
top winners at the 2010 Brit Awards.

Lady Gaga has sold more than 15 million albums and 40 million
singles worldwide. And "TIME" magazine recently published this
annual list of the 100 Most Influential People in the World. Lady
Gaga was on the cover as one of those people.

Were you surprised at that?

LADY GAGA: Yes, of course. I was so surprised. I didn't even
imagine that I would make the list at all. And I was so excited, and
I am very blessed to have the wonderful fans that I do who voted
for me.

Should I call you Larry or should I call you King Larry?

KING: Well, King Larry would be a great honor, but let's do Larry,
and I'll do Gaga.

(LAUGHTER)
LADY GAGA: OK.

KING: OK. You were born Stefani -- why did you change your --
how did you come up with Lady Gaga? LADY GAGA: Well, it was
actually a nickname that some of my friends called me in New
York. I was doing these performance art pop music pieces in the
city. And they were a bit on the eccentric side I suppose. So people
started to call me Gaga after the Queen song "Radio Gaga."

KING: At what age growing up, Gaga, did you know that you
wanted to be a performer?

LADY GAGA: In the womb, Larry. In my mother's warm womb.

(LAUGHTER)
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KING: At your birth.

LADY GAGA: Yes, at my birth. I guess you could say it's always
been my destiny to be a performer. I used to perform even just in
restaurants with my family or in the living room.

But it's been really a very exciting transition now that I get to do
this for a living. And I just refuse to stop. I probably should take a
break and go on vacation. But I'd rather die on stage. Not under a
palm tree.

KING: Before you were a performer, did you have any other jobs?

LADY GAGA: Yes, well, I was a waitress for many years. And a
bartender. And I was a go-go dancer briefly as well. I used to make
a lot of money to pay for demos and flyers that I used to post up all
around the NYU area on the lower east side to get people to come
see my shows.

I got a job when I was 15 because my allowance was about $20 a
week which in New York was impossible. So I used to waitress
across the street from where I grew up. And I used to take all the
money I made waitressing so that I could go watch jazz downtown.

KING: Wow. You said that people use the word icon carelessly. Do
you consider yourself an icon?

LADY GAGA: No, I do not. I hope when I'm dead I'll be considered
an icon, though.

KING: Who are your icons? Who does Lady Gaga look up to?

LADY GAGA: Who do I look up to? My mother. My grandmother. I
love Princess Diana. So much. She has -- was an enormous
influence on me when I was younger because my mother
worshipped her so much.

Her story, how she began, what she married into, how her society
affected her as a woman. I was always very fascinated with Princess
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Diana. When she died, it was -- I'll never forget. My mother was
crying, sitting on the couch watching the news, and I was very
young.

And it was this very powerful moment in my childhood watching
my mother so connected to someone. So I guess you could say she
is one of my biggest icons. As well as, you know, David Bowie,
wonderful. And --

(CROSSTALK)

KING: Did the family encourage you to sing and dance and
perform?

LADY GAGA: Yes. My mother was actually in musical theater when
she was younger, and my dad was in a Bruce Springsteen cover
band for many years. He was a real Jersey Shore boy.

And they were always very supportive. They always -- you know, I
think more than anything in my house growing up, my parents
instilled a very strong work ethic in me and my sisters. So as long
as I worked hard at whatever it is that I wanted to do, they were
OK with me doing it.

But if I was ever lazy, I would -- I would reckon that they would
perhaps not want me to do it.

KING: There's been a lot of stories and stories so often wrong
about your health. How are you?

LADY GAGA: I'm OK, thank you, Larry. How are you?

KING: I'm OK. I mean, you look great. Is there any --there was a
story about lupus or something? Do you have lupus?

LADY GAGA: You know, lupus is in my family, and it is genetic.
And it's so funny because my mother told me the other day that my
fans were quite worried about me because they did talk about the
fact that I was tested for lupus.
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And the truth is I don't show any signs, any symptoms of lupus.
But I have tested borderline positive for the disease. So as of right
now I do -- I do not have it. But I have to take good care of myself.

KING: Yes, sure, you have to be very precautionary. Death, though,
is a theme in a number of your performances. You're only 24.
You've been eaten by a giant Anglo fish on stage, crushed by a
falling chandelier during a 2009 MTV Music.

Do you think about dying?
LADY GAGA: Yes, I do. I -- you know, I --
KING: At age 24?

LADY GAGA: It's something I -- well, I dream about it a lot. You
know I -- I don't know. I suppose I could lie to you and not tell you
the truth, but the truth is I do think about it.

The Anglo fish in the show actually was my childhood monster. My
big fear was of the Anglo fish. So it was kind of comical to use it in
the show that I battle my childhood fear every night before the
finale. But I don't know. I actually -- I am a good friend with
Deepak Chopra who I speak to a lot about my dreams. And he
seems to think it's nothing really to worry about. He tells me that
I'm very creative and I should learn to embrace my insanity and
not worry so much because I always call him and saying, Deepak, I
had this most horrible, morbid dream. What does it all mean? And
he says you're just very creative. Put it on stage.

KING: Of course, Deepak is on this program a lot. He never
worries about anything.

(LAUGHTER)
KING: He doesn't. He's a wonderful person.

LADY GAGA: He is a wonderful -- he is a wonderful person. I wish
I could be more like that. But, you know, I think part of my
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fascination with it as well as why it is in this show is that the show
is a celebration of shame. The show is a rejection of insecurity.

The monster ball is in essence an exorcism for my fans and for
myself where we sort of put everything out on the table and reject
it. There is so much in the show about insecurity and struggle. And
so many of my fans are really, really, really troubled. And I was
really troubled. And I still am fairly troubled.

So I guess you can say I relate to my fans in that way. And I choose
not to hide from it. I'm not interested, Larry, in being a perfect
placid pop singer that looks great in bikinis and is on the cover of
every magazine.

I'm more interested in helping my fans to love who they are and
helping them to reject prejudice and reject those things that they're
taught from society to not like themselves.

KING: Well said.

LADY GAGA: Feel like freaks.

KING: Much more -- we'll take a break --

LADY GAGA: Like they're not wanted.

KING: Much more with Lady Gaga ahead including an exclusive
sneak peek. You're going to see this for the first time of her new
musical video for "Alejandro." You will not want to miss this. We'll
be right back.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

(MUSIC)

KING: We're back with Lady Gaga. It's our 25th anniversary week.
We're honored to have her be one of our featured guests.

Bill Gates will be with us tomorrow night. And Lebron James
Friday night. We're very diversified.
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We have a question for you, Gaga. It's on our Facebook page. Is it
true that Michael Jackson wanted to perform with you on his "This
Is It" comeback tour?

LADY GAGA: You know, it's always very difficult because I don't
necessarily like to talk about those very personal things that
happened. But I guess I can speak about it now.

I was actually asked to open for Michael on his tour. And we were
going to open for him at the O2, and we were working on making it
happen.

KING: Wow.

LADY GAGA: And I suppose I believe there was some talk about us
-- lots of the openers doing duets with Michael on stage. So -- but
Michael's death was devastating for me regardless of whether or
not I was supposed to go on tour with him.

He is such an inspiration and remarkable human being. And I
guess I suppose, Larry, some of my fascination with death and the
demise of the celebrity goes along with me watching these hugely
iconic and amazing people that I have heralded and admired my
whole life become destroyed -- whether self-destroyed or destroyed
by the media.

KING: How did you come up with the idea -- the incredible idea of
these costumes? Of not just singing and dancing, but the way you
present yourself. How did that come about?

LADY GAGA: Well, some of the things I wear are obviously created
for me by designers or they're recreations of archives of things
worn in the '"70s and in the '80s. But lots of the newer more
original pieces, they're meant to be kind of a rejection of what
people view about women.

I guess I'm a feminist. I am a feminist. And I want to change the
way people view women and change -- I guess it's not quite sure
what she definitely means by her work, but Marina Bromovich, the
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performance artist, she seems to be quite limitless and she seems
to say that somehow she or we create our own limits.

So I guess I'm trying to push the limits, push the boundaries as
much as I can. And I also really love -- love the way I dress. And it
brings me a personal joy and satisfaction in my own life that I like
to share with my fans.

I also try to create things that are quite easy for my fans to
replicate. Some of them not so much. But some of them are very
easy for my fans to replicate, and that bonds us in a way. It's quite
nice to have this connection to them outside of everything else.
Yes.

KING: Is there any boundary you won't cross?

LADY GAGA: I suppose I'll just -- well, you'll have to wait, Larry.
I'm not sure.

(LAUGHTER)

LADY GAGA: I'm not interested in violence. Yes, I don't like
violence. I hate violence. I don't like negativity. I don't like
prejudice. I don't believe in hatred in music. So there are some
things, I suppose.

KING: Well said. You said that your 2008 single "Just Dance," that
single, saved your life. That was a quote from "The Sunday
Observer." How?

LADY GAGA: Well, of course people love to take sound bites from
nice interviews that I give. But it saved my life I guess in -- just as

in a transitional way in terms of where I was in the journey of my

music.

And I had moved to Los Angeles and I'd been dropped from record
labels a few times, and been through so many obstacles and told
no, and rejected, you're not pretty enough, can't sing enough, can't
write a song good enough. You're a freak, the weird girl from New
York.
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I mean it was a rejection after rejection. And I wrote this song "Just
Dance." And it was my -- it's my eureka moment. It was the thing
that everyone was able to latch on to, the record label, the gay
community who has been the most enormous blessing of my life
that I have them and their support and the way that they truly
understand me and support me.

And in fact the "Alejandro" video, which will premier very soon,
but you'll see a snippet of it tonight, is a celebration of my love and
appreciation for the gay community. My admiration of their
bravery and their love for one another, their courage in their
relationships. It's something I have yet to -- yet to nail on the head
with a man, Larry.

KING: She has a special relationship with her fans. We'll talk about
that and a lot of other things when we come back.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

(MUSIC)

KING: We're back with the fantastic Lady Gaga on this our 25th
anniversary week. We'll be joined Thursday night by the president
of the United States, Barack Obama.

You said, Lady Gaga, that you don't touch cocaine anymore. Was it
hard to stop doing it?

LADY GAGA: No, it wasn't. By the time that I had stopped doing it,
it was ruining my life. So no, I kind of just threw it away, I guess.

KING: British tabloids say that you recently -- I want to get this
right. You walked into a local pub in Birmingham. You had a few
drinks and picked up everybody's tab when you left. True?

LADY GAGA: Yes. What's wrong with buying a few friends a beer?

(LAUGHTER)
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KING: All right. You're in the midst now of a massive world tour.
In fact, you're coming to us from the O2 arena in London where
you'll be performing. What is that pressure like?

LADY GAGA: Yes.
KING: To go on that kind of tour?

LADY GAGA: It's a wonderful pressure. It's the most amazing
pressure. It's not like any other kind of pressure. It's not under
pressure, it's not water pressure. It's not pressure cooker.

It's just wonderful. It's miraculous. I'm so blessed. I look out into

the audience and I scream and cry, and we sing and we cheer and
we dance. And I can't believe that 17,000 people singing my lyrics
or that even know my name.

And I'm so -- I'm so grateful, Larry. I can't say enough about my
little monsters, my beautiful fans. They inspire me so much. I've
been writing my new album on the road every day. It's been a
wonderful experience. Of course I always want to be better, but not
a bad pressure. A good, wonderful pressure.

KING: All right. How do you come up with the little monsters idea?
What does that mean?

LADY GAGA: Well, I wrote the album "The Fame Monster" which
is the second album. And when I had finished, I realized that I had
written each song about a particular fear that I had come across on
my journey promoting the fame.

And then when I went on tour, my fans were so -- they were
salivating at the mouth and they couldn't -- they were rabid. They
couldn't wait for me to sing my new songs, and they just behaved
like monsters on -- in the audience. So a couple of nights I just said
you little monsters.

And I had -- I had used the lyric on the album as well, little
monsters. So I just started calling them my little monsters. And
before I knew it, they were all holding their hands up like this in
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the audience. And then this became the symbol for the little
monster.

And now they stand -- they stand in the audience every night and
they dance and they hold up their monster hands.

KING: She is a musical phenomenon. She is a social phenomenon.
She is Lady Gaga. It's our 25th anniversary week. Bill Gates
tomorrow.

Everybody is waiting to see what Lady Gaga's video for "Alejandro”
will look like. Well, the wait is over. An exclusive sneak peek of that
video that everyone is asking about is ahead.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We have a Tweeter question for Lady Gaga Twittered to us.
"If you weren't in show business, what do you think you'd be
doing?"

GAGA: I would be dead.
KING: Simply put, you wouldn't be here?

GAGA: No. I also would -- so much of what I do is hinged on show
business. I believe so much in it -- people ask me, what do you
dress like when you're alone? Do you ever just wear sweat pants or
whatever they say. And I'm thinking that they -- the concept of
show business is lost. Michael Jackson, when he was being
wheeled out of the ambulance when he was burned, he held his
glitter glove up high above his head to was to his fans, because he
was show business.

KING: You have become a champion of what you call, All the
Freaks. Now explain, is -- is everybody a freak? Or are you
appealing to freaks? Or are there millions of freaks? Explain it?

GAGA: Well, I -- I -- T have -- since my childhood in school, and for
a very long time, I used to always feel like such a freak. I didn't
have very many friends in school. I had a few close friends. And I --
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I wasn't a popular girl. And got made fun of every day and couldn't
really relate to anyone and didn't want do dress like anyone else
and liked different things. And I related to men more than I related
to women.

And I felt like a freak, and I had no where to go. And I guess,
through the music and the performances we've done -- the clothing
that I've worn, and as the fan base has begun to grow, I've sort of
watched this massive group of misfits join together to liberate
themselves. They love the music and they love what the House of
Gaga is creating, because it has a sense of individuality, a sense of
freedom, a sense of non-conform -- conformity. And I -- and I
celebrate that.

I joke in the show. at the beginning of the show, I say all the freaks
are outside and I locked the doors. It's -- it's kind of the opposite of
what you're saying, Larry. We believe that we aren't the freaks, that
everyone else is the freaks.

KING: Your videos are hugely popular on the Internet. They've also
been remade by other people like U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan who
parody "Telephone." Or the 12 year old Gracen Chance (ph)
performing "Paparazzi." What have -- do you like all these
imitators?

GAGA: Well, yes, of course, but it's actually very interesting that
you brought up the soldiers in Afghanistan, because I specifically
didn't post that one when I saw it. I wanted to put that on my
Twitter, but I got nervous about posting it on my Twitter, because I
was not sure how it would be received by the other soldiers, or the
other, you know, members of the Army or the administration. So I
didn't post it. And then it's quite interesting that all these -- these
Don't Ask Don't Tell is happening now, that it's happening,
because in the Alejandro video, there is sort of this homoerotic
military theme in the video. And it kind of makes perfect sense,
doesn't it?

It -- it all kind of comes together culturally and politically. And I --
I -- it's no secret that I -- I don't think that anyone should have to
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hide who they are, let alone be discriminated against. We can all
fight equally.

KING: Sure.

GAGA: But I -- I bring that up specifically because it makes me sad
that I saw that video. And I thought it was so great. And I was so
excited that over in Afghanistan they're fighting every day for us,
and they're protecting us, and doing so much. And they were just
having a little down time. And I had to think twice before I posted
it, because I didn't want anything bad to happen.

KING: She has been compared to another ground breaking female
artist known for visuals, music and stage shows, like Madonna, of
course. What does Lady Gaga think about those comparisons? And
that video is coming.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We have of course gotten tons of Tweets, Lady Gaga, about
the soon to be released video of your song, Alejandro. When will it
be released?

GAGA: It will be released in just a few days. And I wanted to make
sure that my fans had something nice and foreshadowing to watch
tonight on LARRY KING.

KING: OK. You've got it. The moment the world has been waiting
for. A sneak peak of Lady Gaga's current single released in a couple
days, "Alejandro." Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

(SINGING)

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: We mentioned Madonna earlier. And many articles were --

about you refer to Madonna -- comparisons -- parallels. What do
you make of all that? What do you think of her?
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GAGA: Well I think Madonna is great. She's been a wonderful
friend and a very kind and supportive and amazing. And she's --
she's such an incredible woman. And, you know, I get compared to
so many people. And we're compared to each other, whether we're
blond, brunette, black, white, straight, gay. But on another level,
it's kind of funny, because my mother actually looks sort of like --
like Madonna. And the older I've gotten, I look more and more like

my mother. So sometimes I just want to say, it's not my fault that I
look like her.

KING: Did you -- did you have fun doing that skit with her on
"Saturday Night Live"?

GAGA: I did. She is great. We had a blast. We were laughing. We're
both quite militant about rehearsals. So we were driving everybody
crazy, rehearsing over and over and over again. And SNL wanted
us to go get ready for the show and we kept going. But she is so
great. And of course the -- no bad comparison to Madonna. She's
wonderful. And there can never be another. So I have to think of
even more ways to annoy and shock everyone, because she's done
everything.

KING: Oh. There will never be another you either. Let's go to some
other areas. You were raised Catholic. You were raised as a
Catholic. What are your feelings toward the church and religion in
general?

GAGA: Well, T struggle. I struggle with my feelings about the
church in particular. But I guess it's, quite honestly, completely
separate, isn't it? religion and the church are two completely
separate things.

But in terms of religion, I'm very religious. I was raised Catholic. I
believe in Jesus. I believe in God. I'm very spiritual. I pray very
much. But at the same time, there is no one religion that doesn't
hate or speak against or be prejudiced against another racial group
or religious group, and -- or sexual group. For that, I think religion
is also bogus.
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So I suppose you could say I'm a quite religious woman that is very
confused about religion. And I dream and envision a future where
we have a more peaceful religion or a more peaceful world, a more
peaceful state of mind for the younger generation. And that's what
I dream for.

KING: Do you believe you will go somewhere when you pass on?
GAGA: Do I believe in heaven?
KING: Yes.

GAGA: Or hell? I believe I will go to heaven, but I suppose could go
either way, couldn't I?

KING: You mentioned earlier about this appeal to the gays. You're
an outspoken advocate of gay rights. Why do you think there's such
an appeal between you and the gay community? You for them, they
for you; why?

GAGA: Well, I can speak for myself. My admiration for the gay
community comes from an incredibly steadfast and joyful courage
and very bravery that they have for one another, for their
community. To -- to be gay and to live openly in this society is
something that requires a tremendous amount of strength and
steadfastness. And I admire that. And I envy it in so many ways,
because it is something that I, as a woman, do not always
wholeheartedly possess.

And I think that my connection to them has actually been just
symbiotic and mutual. They -- they know how much I love them.
And my music in so many ways -- my friends since I was very
young were all gay. And they were always my closest friends, my
purest friendships. Gay men never wanted anything from but my
life and my friendship. It was -- it's -- it's very different than the
relationships with straight men.

So I suppose it's just very pure. And I celebrate their culture and
their -- their union and who they are, through in through, in my
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music, and in my fashion, and in my work, every day. And I will
forever.

KING: We have a few segments left with her. We wish we had
hours. More with Lady Gaga. More on her thoughts on Don't Ask,
Don't Tell next.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: It's out 25th Anniversary week. Tomorrow night Bill Gates.
The president of the United States Thursday. And a major surprise
Friday night. Lady Gaga is our big surprise tonight. What an honor
to have her. What about Don't Ask, Don't Tell. You think they're
going to change it?

GAGA: I hope so. You know there's so many things since Don't Ask
Don't Tell. Recently, I know they're working on repealing the -- the
restrictions on blood donors from the gay community. And its just
there's so many archaic things floating around in the government
right now that are so misinformed and so wrong. And I -- it's very
confusing. It's very confusing for young people, especially, you
know, 14 year olds in high school who are getting sent home
because they have tea shirts that say "gay" on it, as if "gay" is a
curse word or somehow inappropriate.

I just think that in terms of education -- sexual education, political
education and social education schools -- I think it's important to
be specific about civil rights and a person's worth. No person is
worth any less than another human being based on their sexual
orientation or religion.

KING: You said that your song "Poker Face" from "The Fame" is
about your own bisexuality. Do you -- how do you deal with that?
Is that -- how do you deal with -- are you with men more or women
more? Do you want to be married? What -- what do you think?

(CROSSTALK)

GAGA: I deal with it just fine. I'm -- I'm looking for love just like
everyone else, Larry. But right now, love is in the form of my fans.
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Love comes in many different forms. Right now, I'm passionately
only serving them.

KING: Want to have children? GAGA: Yes, some day. Although my
womb is not yet beckoning for a child. I'm -- I'm very far away from
that day. I'm also terrified it will ruin my creativity.

KING: Forget it. It won't -- will not. We'll be back in a minute. As
we celebrate our 25th Anniversary here on CNN, we ask you to vote
on the top moments in LARRY KING LIVE history. We've counted
on all the -- we've counted, rather, all the votes. And the moment
you picked as number four is one of our favorites. It's a rare
interview.

He had a lot in common with our guest, the legendary Marlon
Brando. They did things their own way. And it ended with, of all
things, a kiss. Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Our guest is Marlon Brando. We have a full hour to go. This
is LARRY KING LIVE. Don't go away.

Brando does not do interviews. I get a call and the voice says, Larry
King, this is Marlon. And I actually said, Marlon who?

MARLON BRANDO, ACTOR: I wore some red suspenders in your
honor.

KING: Oh, my god. Have you ever wanted to run for office?
BRANDO: I want to run from office.

KING: Let me get a break. We'll come back with Marlon Brando.
There's lots of other things to talk about.

BRANDO: No, I'm leaving now. It doesn't matter what he says.

KING: We'll be right back. Don't go away.
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He was disarming. He was very open. He had food for the whole
crew. He served champagne. He served it. He was a genuine good

guy.

BRANDO: I could have been a contender. I could have been
somebody.

KING: You chose it as a profession.
BRANDO: Because there isn't anything that pays you as much
money as acting, while you are deciding what the hell you're going

to do with yourself.

KING: He said if someone would just pull up to this door twice a
year and leave five million dollars, I'll never act again.

(SINGING)

KING: I've never been kissed by a man in my life until Brando. And
I got to tell you the truth, I can't stop thinking about him.
(SINGING)

BRANDO: Darling, good-bye.

KING: Good-bye.

I had no idea he was going to do that. That was Brando, impetuous.
It's what made him the greatest screen actor of our time.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with our remaining moments with Lady Gaga.
We decided, since you were so much in honor of us, we'll have a
little in honor of you and go the sun glass route.

GAGA: Oh, Larry, you are so shady.

KING: Look at this. You're adorable.
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GAGA: Shady King.

KING: You've got a number of Facebook -- we've got a number of
Facebook posts posted along the way. Ask Lady Gaga what her next
album -- when is it coming out and what will it be like?

GAGA: Well, my next album -- it will not be coming out this
Christmas, which I don't know if I was supposed to tell you, but I
will tell you so my fans don't crucify me later. But I wanted to give
it some time, because even though it's finished, I really want to give
my fans what they deserve, which is for me to promote and travel
the world and give the new music to them in the most perfect and
accessible way that I can.

And I'm on tour right now, which means I would have just had to
throw the album up against the wall. And it just cheapens the
atmosphere, which I don't like to do. I like to do things that will -- I
want to go kiss every D.J. and radio director around the world
again, like I did the first time. So that's the first thing.

But the sound is -- I couldn't possibly give anything away, because
I don't want to reveal anything. But it's -- the album was inspired
by my new found understanding and love for my fans, a -- a new
found love and understanding for what they need, for what they
dream about, for what they dream for our generation and for the
future.

And the album for me is an anthem for the new decade. It's --
KING: Do --

GAGA: Has an over-arching message.

KING: A couple quick things. GAGA: I'm sorry?

KING: Do you -- I just want to see if I can still see. That was fun.
Do you -- do you enjoy fame?
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GAGA: Do I enjoy fame? I enjoy my fans. My fans are something I
could never trade or even dream of giving up. But there are many
things that come with it that I perhaps do not enjoy. You know, at
the end of the day, I would much rather not go to the Hollywood
party. I would much rather go to the pub around the corner and
buy everyone a drink. So --

KING: Well --

GAGA: So I just still do. And I can buy you a drink when I come see
you in New York.

KING: You've got it. Let's get together soon, OK?

GAGA: Yes. We will. We will.

KING: The King and the lady.

GAGA: The King and the lady. That sounds like a movie.

KING: Thank you, dear. Lady Gaga.

Thursday night, we'll have an interview with President Barrack
Obama. Tomorrow night, my special Gates -- my special guest, Bill
Gates. And Friday night a surprise.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

KING: What do you think of Lady Gaga?

LEBRON JAMES, BASKETBALL PLAYER: She's an unbelievable
performer, unbelievable talent. She has a great -- she has a great
following.

KING: You going to go see her when she --

JAMES: Absolutely, absolutely.

KING: She's coming to Cleveland.
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JAMES: I'll be there.
(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: "AC 360" right now.
CNN.com - Transcripts

CNN LARRY KING LIVE

Interview with President Barack Obama

LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight, President Barack Obama exclusive
from the White House. On his first 500 days in office, facing his
biggest test yet -- the catastrophe in the Gulf.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

BARACK OBAMA, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES: The
worst case scenario is even worse than what we're seeing now.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Rage over illegal immigration.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

OBAMA: This puts American citizens, potentially, in an unfair
situation.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: And the troubled economy.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

OBAMA: We're not out of the woods yet. People are still hurting.
(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: President Barack Obama is next on LARRY KING LIVE.

President Obama faces enormous challenges on his 500th day in
office. I sat down with him at the White House today to discuss
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some of them. And we began by talking about an environmental
disaster that has no end in sight.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

Mr. President, thank you for being with us on our 25th anniversary
week.

OBAMA: Larry, congratulations on 25 wonderful years.
KING: Thank you.

It's been a special honor. OBAMA: Unbelievable.
KING: And an honor to be here and be with you.
OBAMA: Thank you.

KING: I know you're going down to the Gulf again. But there's a
question that a lot of us are pondering.

After this is over, what about hurricanes?

What about oil raining down?

Have we thought about what we're going to do when it's over?
OBAMA: WEell, this is an unprecedented oil spill. We haven't seen
like -- anything like this before. And that's why the minute that the
rig blew up and then sank down to the bottom of the ocean, I called
in my entire team. And I have to tell you, Larry, that the worst case
scenario was even worse than what we're seeing now because...
KING: This is worse than what you thought it would be?

OBAMA: No, no, no. What I'm saying is it could have...

KING: Oh.
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OBAMA: -- been even worse. So we realized right away this was
going to be a big event, a big problem and that we had to put
everything we had into it.

So right away, we started mobilizing our Coast Guard, making sure
that we are putting pressure on BP to activate their response.
Eventually we ended up sending our top scientists. We now have
about 100 of the top scientists from around the world in our
national labs -- to look over BP's shoulder in terms of figuring out
how they're going to plug the well.

And we also knew, though, that, ultimately, the only way to relieve
the well safely is to drill what are called these relief wells.

Now, BP and other oil companies traditionally just drill one. We
said, drill two in case one of them doesn't work. But that takes
some time. It takes about three months.

In the meantime, they've been experimenting with a whole bunch
of other ways that they can capture the oil. But we've had a big
spill. And we know that it's going to be a long response, a long
cleanup. And my commitment has always been -- for the last 40
some days, to make sure that we are doing everything we can to
mitigate the damage, to help clean up, help recover, because this is
an area that already got battered during hurricane season. And this
is an area that is a concern not only for the economy of the Gulf,
but also for an entire way of life. KING: Have the scientists
discussed, what about a hurricane?

OBAMA: You know, Wolf, I did -- I had a Situation Room meeting
about a week-and-a-half ago where we got the report that this
could be a more severe than normal hurricane season.

And I asked, well, how does a potential oil spill interact with a
hurricane?

And it turns out that -- and now these are all estimations and
probabilities. It turns out that a big, powerful hurricane, ironically,
is probably less damaging with respect to the oil spill because it
just disperses everything and the oil breaks up and -- and degrades
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more quickly. It's those tropical storms and tides that would just
wash stuff into the marshes that would really be an ecological
disaster.

But, look, we -- we've got a couple of tasks right now.

Number one, BP has to shut down this well. Now, the only
guarantee to shut it down is the relief well and that's going to take
a couple of months. In the meantime, we hope that by cutting the
riser and putting a cap on this thing, they can funnel up the oil and
that will help.

In the meantime, we've still got all these barrels of oil that are
sloshing around in the Gulf. They move with the currents. We don't
always know where they are. But what we can do is make sure that
our response doesn't hold anything back, that we put everything
we've got into Louisiana, which has been hardest hit so far;
Alabama, Mississippi and Florida.

KING: Senator Nelson wants the Defense Department, he says,
more fully involved -- more troops.

OBAMA: Yes. You know, I think that there's a mistaken
understanding.

First of all, the Coast Guard is part of our armed services and
they're responsible for the coordinating, along with the responsible
party -- in this case, BP -- to make sure that recovery efforts are top
notch. And what I've said to Thad Allen, who's the national
incident coordinator and is somebody who has been dealing with
oil spills for 39 years now, is whatever you need, you will get.

KING: So if he says troops, he'll get troops?

OBAMA: If he -- if he says that there's equipment that's helpful in
dealing with this problem, he will get it. But keep in mind that all
this stuff has to be coordinated. Right now we've got over 20,000
people who are working there. We've authorized the activation of
17,000 National Guardsmen. We've got 1,700 vessels already in the
water.
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And, you know, what you don't want is a situation where everybody
is stepping on each other and not doing the best possible job, in
coordination with the state and local levels.

(END VIDEO TAPE)
KING: President Obama rips into BP, next.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: President Obama makes no bones about who's responsible
for the oil spill -- pointing a finger of blame squarely at BP. That
was during our conversation today at the White House.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)
KING: What part of it is your baby?
What part of it is the country and not BP?

OBAMA: Well, BP caused this spill. We don't yet know exactly
what happened. But whether it's a combination of human error,
them cutting corners on safety or a whole other variety of variables,
they're responsible. So they've got to pick up the -- the tab for the
cleanup, the damages, fishermen who are unable to fish right in the
middle of their most important season.

And my job is to make sure that they are being held accountable,
that we get to the bottom of how this happened, that they are
paying what they're supposed to be paying, that they cap this well.

In terms of actually solving the problem, BP has particular
expertise when it comes to capping the well. They've got the
equipment that -- that our Defense Department -- the first thing I
asked was, do we have some equipment that they don't have?

And they, along with other oil companies, have the best equipment
and have the best technology to deal with the well at the bottom of
the ocean.
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What we have a responsibility for is to make sure that the recovery
efforts, the mitigation efforts along the coastline, making sure that
fishermen and businesses that are being affected are getting paid
properly, making sure that local people are being hired -- all those
efforts are ones where we can do it better.

And so what we've said is, you're going to pay. You will coordinate -
- BP -- with us. But ultimately, if we say that you need to deploy
folks over there or you need to compensate such and such here or
you need to, for example, most recently, help to dredge up and
create some barrier islands in some selective areas of Louisiana in
accordance with some of the ideas that the state had down there,
then you need to do it.

KING: Some -- I know you -- you appear so calm.
Are you angry at BP?

OBAMA: You know, I am furious at this entire situation, because
this is an example of where somebody didn't think through the
consequences of their actions. And it is imperiling not just a
handful of people, this is -- this is imperiling an entire way of life
and an entire region for, potentially, years. So...

KING: Has the company felt your anger?

OBAMA: Well, they have felt the anger. But what I haven't seen as
much as I'd like is the kind of rapid response.

Now, they want to solve the problem, too, because this is cost --
costing them a lot of money. And the one thing that I think is
important to underscore is that I would love to just spend a lot of
my time venting and yelling at people. But that's not the job I was
hired to do. My job is to solve this problem. And, ultimately, this
isn't about me and how angry I am. Ultimately, this is about the
people down in the Gulf who are being impacted and what am I
doing to make sure that they're able to salvage their way of life?
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And that's going to be the main focus that I've got in the weeks and
months ahead.

KING: Governor Jindal, the governor of Louisiana, he's asked you
to -- he's got concerns about the impact of stopping -- of the
moratorium you have on drilling. And now that's been extended to
-- to the shallow waters, as well.

What would you say to him?

OBAMA: Well, actually, the moratorium has not extended to the
shallow waters. It's only...

KING: Oh, that's wrong?

OBAMA: It's only the -- it's only the deep water wells that we've
placed a moratorium.

Look, we've just seen an environmental disaster that's come about
because these oil companies said they had a plan to deal with the
worst case scenario and, obviously, it wasn't a very good plan
because it's not working, Larry. And nobody is being impacted
more than the citizens of Louisiana, Bobby Jindal's state.

So I have said in the past that we need to transition to a more clean
energy future. But we're not going to do that overnight. We've got
to have domestic oil production. And I am supportive of offshore
drilling if it can be done safely and it doesn't result in these kinds
of horrible environmental disasters.

And the problem I've got is until I've got a review that tells me, A,
what happened; B, how do you prevent a blowout of the sort that
we saw; C, if, even if it's a one in a million chance something like

this happens again, that we actually know how to deal with it.

Until that happens, it would be irresponsible of me to lift that
moratorium.

(END VIDEO TAPE)
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KING: For the record, just before I sat down with the president,
there was a report that the Minerals Management Service had
stopped issuing permits for new oil and gas drilling in the Gulf of
Mexico, regardless of the water depth. Hence my question to the
president.

The Interior Department has since denied that it did extend the
drilling freeze to include shallow waters.

The turmoil over Gaza -- whose side is the president on?
His answer, ahead.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: President Obama addressed the situation in Gaza during
our interview today and the immigration debate in this country.

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

KING: A couple of other things. Former President Carter has
condemned the Israeli raid against those ships in the -- the flotilla
trying to break the blockade of Gaza.

Where do you stand on that?
A former American president has condemned it.

OBAMA: Well, you know, the United States, with the other
members of the U.N. Security Council, said very clearly that we
condemned all the acts that led up to this violence. It was a tragic
situation. You've got loss of life that was unnecessary. And so we
are calling for an effective investigation of everything that
happened.

And I think that the Israelis are going to agree to that -- an
investigation of international standards -- because they recognize
that this can't be good for Israel's long-term security.



171

Here's what we've got. You've got a situation in which Israel has
legitimate security concerns when they've got missiles raining
down on cities along the Israel/Gaza border. I've been to those
towns and seen the holes that were made by missiles coming
through people's bedrooms. So Israel has a legitimate concern
there.

On the other hand, you've got a blockade up that is preventing
people in Palestinian Gaza from having job opportunities and
being able to create businesses and engage in trade and have
opportunity for the future.

I think what's important right now is, is that we break out of the
current impasse, use this tragedy as an opportunity so that we
figure out how can we meet Israel's security concerns, but at the
same time start opening up opportunity for Palestinians, work with
all parties concerned -- the Palestinian Authority, the Israelis, the
Egyptians and others -- and -- and I think Turkey can have a
positive voice in this whole process once we've worked through this
tragedy -- and bring everybody together to figure out how can we
get a two-state solution, where Palestinians and Israelis can live
side by side in peace and security.

KING: It's premature, then, to condemn Israel?

OBAMA: Well, I -- I think that we need to know what all the facts
are. But it's not premature to say to the Israelis and to say to the
Palestinians and to say to all the parties in the region that the
status quo is unsustainable. We have been trying to do this
piecemeal for decades now and it just doesn't work. You've got to
have a situation in which the Palestinians have real opportunity
and Israel's neighbors recognize Israel's legitimate security
concerns and are committed to peace.

KING: You met with the Arizona governor today.
OBAMA: Um-hmm.

KING: Will the administration bring a legal challenge to that law?
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OBAMA: You know, I'm not going to comment on that, Larry,
because that's really the job of the Justice Department. And, you
know, I made a commitment early on that I wouldn't be putting my
hand -- thumb on the scales when these kinds of decisions are
made.

I've expressed a personal opinion, which is that although I
understand the frustration of the people of Arizona when it comes
to the inflow of illegal immigrants, I don't think this is the right
way to do it. I think this puts American citizens who look Hispanic,
are Hispanic, potentially in a unfair situation and...

KING: But you're not going to (INAUDIBLE)...

OBAMA: And, more importantly, it also creates the prospects of 50
different laws in 50 different states when it comes to immigration.
This is a federal job. What we have to do is take on that federal
responsibility by working with border states on border security.

And I told Governor Brewer that we've already put more resources
into border security than we ever have. We have got more border
guards in Arizona than we ever had. We've got -- we just made
decisions to put in additional National Guard.

But without comprehensive immigration reform, that is Congress'
responsibility, we are not going to solve this problem and that's
what we have to do.

(END VIDEO TAPE)

KING: He's got the toughest job in the world.

How does President Obama size it up, now that he's been at it for
500 days?

Plus, he's got some advice for LeBron James, next.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: Being president of the United States has aged every man
who's had the job. I asked the president how he's doing so far.
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(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE)

KING: A couple of other quick things, because I know we have a
little bit of a time limit.

First, do you still like this job?

OBAMA: Well, this is the best job on earth. I mean it's a -- it's an
extraordinary privilege to be able to wake up every day and know
that you have the opportunity to serve the American people and --
and make their lives a little bit better or maybe it's the next
generation's lives a little bit better. And...

KING: No matter what a poll says?

OBAMA: You know what, the truth of the matter is, is that given
everything we've gone through, my poll numbers are doing all
right.

(LAUGHTER)
KING: It's 48 percent.
Is that all right?

OBAMA: You know, the -- we've gone through the worst recession
since the Great Depression. We've got two wars going on right now.
We've had multiple crises that have cropped up and people still
haven't fully recovered in terms of their job losses, in terms of
what's happening in housing.

So, you know, people, I think, understandably, are frustrated. But
what they're starting to see is that the economy is getting better.
We had the biggest job growth in years last month and I think we'll
have decent job growth this month...

KING: Tomorrow it will come out.
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OBAMA: Tomorrow we'll get an announcement. Businesses are
starting to invest again. Manufacturing is stronger than it's been.
The investments that we made early on -- some of which were
controversial -- are paying off.

If you look at, just to give you one example, the auto industry. I
mean, G.M. is now turning a profit and hiring again. And the
banks, as frustrating as, you know, the situation of having to bail
them out was, they are repaying that money.

And so a lot of the decisions that are being made are starting to pan
out. But we're not out of the woods yet. People are still hurting.
And, you know, it is a great privilege for me to have the most
interesting job in the world and one where, every once in a while,
I'll get a letter from somebody -- you know, I -- I was traveling
through Iowa. A woman comes up to me and says, you know what,
that healthcare bill you passed, I'm a small business woman, I'm
going to take advantage of that credit this year. This is going to
help me and I might be able to hire somebody else because you just
gave me the chance to get decent healthcare.

KING: And one other thing. LeBron James is with us tomorrow
night. We pre-interviewed him. And he says, all things being equal,
he's probably leaning toward Cleveland. That's where he grew up,
in Akron. But he grew up a Bull fan.

You want him to go to Chicago, right?

OBAMA: No, no, no. I...

KING: What did you say?

OBAMA: I want to be clear. What I -- what I said to...

KING: Clear it up.

OBAMA: First of all, LeBron, I've had a chance to meet him -- a
wonderful young man, an amazing talent.
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What I said to him was -- I -- I didn't say it to him, I said it to Marv
Albert. He needs to be in a place where he's got a coach and a team
around him that can do what Phil Jackson and the Bulls did for
Michael Jordan. Michael Jordan couldn't win a championship on
his own. It's all about having a team concept that works. And he
hasn't quite gotten that yet and he needs to find that situation.

I'll be honest with you -- and my folks in Chicago may be mad at
me for saying this, but I think it would be a wonderful story if
LeBron says, you know what, I'm going to stay here in Cleveland.
You know, he's from Ohio. You know, that -- that's a town that has
had some tough times. For him to say...

KING: Wow!

OBAMA: -- I'm going to make a commitment to this city, you
know, I think would be a wonderful thing.

But he's got to make sure that he's got a team around him and a
coach that he respects, he's bought into a team concept, he's willing
to be coached. And -- and if he does that, he'll have an even more
remarkable career than he's having right now.

KING: I saw you singing to "Michelle" last night with -- with Paul
McCartney.

That was a pretty nice kick, huh?

OBAMA: Let -- let me tell you, the -- I think that was one of the
highlights that Michelle's had, is when Paul McCartney sings
"Michelle."

(MUSIC)

OBAMA: To her, you know -- when she was a little girl growing up
on the south side of Chicago, I suspect she didn't think that was

ever going to happen.

KING: Thank you, Mr. President.
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OBAMA: Thank you, Larry. Appreciate you.
KING: Thanks for celebrating with us.
OBAMA: Congratulations again.

KING: President Barack Obama.

Bob Woodward is here. His take on President Obama's first 500
days in office. Is the oil spill President Obama's Katrina? That's
next.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: A program note; NBA superstar Lebron James will be our
guest for the full hour tomorrow night on LARRY KING LIVE.

Here now, and it's great to have him on in this anniversary week,
because he's been such a good guest, Bob Woodward, the Pulitzer
Prize winning journalist of the "Washington Post." He's a "New
York Times" number one best selling author, and he's working on a
book about the Obama administration, scheduled for release this
fall. Have a title?

BOB WOODWARD, AUTHOR: Not yet, but we're getting it ready.
It's got lots of new information.

KING: You always get new information.

WOODWARD: Well, never enough. But it's -- it's there in this
book. What -- what --

KING: Overall impression of what you just saw.

WOODWARD: In watching that, this is the Barack Obama brand.
This is what people expected, fully confident, maybe over-
confident a little bit, on top of it, confident in what he's done and
what he's saying. The question with the oil spill -- and I think we
have to stop calling it an oil spill. It's an eco-disaster of
monumental proportions.
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What's the mobilization? He said at the beginning they thought it
might be worse; he's mobilized everyone. I suspect in the country
there's not the sense that he has mobilized. Remember, President
Bush was criticized after 9/11 for not coming out and saying, hey,
look, this is -- I need something from you, I need -- this is going to
be a time of sacrifice.

KING: All right. Let's take another look at what the president had
to say about the Gulf oil disaster. Watch. (BEGNI VIDEO CLIP)

KING: What part of it is your baby? What part of it is the country,
and not BP?

OBAMA: Well, BP caused this spill. We don't yet know exactly
what happened, but whether it's a combination of human error,
them cutting corners on safety, or a whole other variety of
variables, they're responsible. So they've got to pick up the tab for
the cleanup, the damages, fishermen who are unable to fish right in
the middle of their most important season.

And my job is to make sure that they are being held accountable,
that we get to the bottom of how this happened, that they are
paying what they're supposed to be paying, that they cap this well.
In terms of actually solving the problem, BP has particular
expertise when it comes to capping the well. They've got the
equipment that our Defense Department --

First thing I asked was, do we have some equipment that they don't
have? And they, along with other oil companies, have the best
equipment, have the best technology to deal with the well at the
bottom of the ocean. What we have a responsibility for is to make
sure that the recovery efforts, mitigation efforts along the coastline,
making sure that fishermen and businesses that are being effected
are being paid promptly, making sure that local people are being
hired, all those efforts are ones where we can do it better.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
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KING: And I asked him, Bob, what if a hurricane happens and it
rains oil, and the answer -- you weren't happy with that?

WOODWARD: Well, it's not that -- he said that a tropical storm
would be worse than a hurricane, in that a hurricane would -- the
oil would go up in the air and degrade, which might be, but it
might be degrading on people and people's front lawns. But, again,
there's that confidence. I suspect he had strong evidence that that
was the case. But if there's a hurricane -- I mean, this is the whole
issue of the imponderables, and it looks like it's going this way, and
it goes that way. There would be another hurricane and it could
bring all that oil up, or do things that would go to the disaster. And
then people would go to the clip with him saying, well, that's really
not what we're worried about.

KING: Is this his Katrina?

WOODWARD: No, I don't think so at all at this point. But you
don't know. There's been a lot of criticism of him, which, quite
frankly, I think is unfair, that somehow he's lost control of the
narrative or that there's a narrative arc, and all of a sudden,
because things are happening that are basically out of his control,
that he's in deep trouble.

He may be in deep trouble. This is a serious issue. The test is going
to be -- I remember Karl Rove, Bush's political guy, used to always
say, it depends on the outcome. What's the outcome here? And
what is the level of managerial effort that the president has made
to make sure that all the bases are covered and the options are
looked at?

This could be -- so, there was an oceanographer in "the Wall Street
Journal" writing today about what this could be. He said, it could
be years. Oil could be going to Europe, to the Arctic, that this is the
-- potentially the sort of thing that has a bounce forever.

KING: Do you think he has a lack of emotion?

WOODWARD: No, I don't. And again, this was -- he was not hired
to have purple fits or cry. He said he's furious. He said, "I'm
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furious." And then he said, look, I'm kind of -- I don't vent, I don't
shout. He's not the venter in chief. People didn't elect him to do
that. That would not be effective. I think if he tried it, it would
backfire. People would say, that's not him.

KING: Can't see him screaming. President Obama also addressed
the current international fire storm over the deadly Israeli raid on
a flotilla trying to break the blockage against Gaza. Watch this.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

OBAMA: What's important right now is that we break out of the
current impasse, use this tragedy as an opportunity so that we
figure out how can we meet Israel's security concerns, but, at the
same time, start opening up opportunity for Palestinians, work
with all parties concerned, the Palestinian Authority, the Israelis,
the Egyptians, and others. And I think Turkey can have a positive
voice in this whole process, once we've worked through this
tragedy, and bring everybody together to figure out, how can we
get a two-state solution where Palestinians and the Israelis can live
side-by-side in peace and security.

KING: Premature then to condemn Israel?

OBAMA: Well, I think we need to know what all the facts are. But
it's not premature to say to the Israelis, and to say to the
Palestinians, and to say to all the parties in the region that the
status quo is unsustainable. We have been trying to do this
piecemeal for decades now, and it just doesn't work. You have to
have a situation in which the Palestinians have real opportunity,
and Israel's neighbors recognize Israel's legitimate security
concerns and are committed to peace.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Was Carter premature?
WOODWARD: That's Jimmy Carter. You know, he has a strong

position on all of these things. That's a very kind of measured
statement. And to say that all of the problems over there are not
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sustainable, well, they haven't been sustainable for decades, and
they keep going along. The real issue is, again, it's an engagement,
and a thinking is issue. Will the administration get in there and do
something on the peace process that's really constructive? And
kind of -- where you have a sense of not only have we talked, but
we've moved.

KING: We know some presidents leaned toward the domestic side,
some international, Clinton everywhere, Nixon international. What
do you think of Obama, or is it too early, internationally?

WOODWARD: We don't know. It's part of what I'm focusing on in
this book, and trying to show, in an empirical way, exactly what he
does, what he says, what his questions are, not just a few thing, but
the whole shooting match. And, you know, people can look at it
and see it. And again, if you look at the wars, particularly the
Afghanistan war, which is his war, where he's added so many
troops, the question is going to be, where are we at these
demarcation points that he has publicly announced? Coming in
December, there's going to be an evaluation. Well, is it up? Is it
down?

KING: Is he cooperating with you?
WOODWARD: I'm able to get the information I need.
KING: Now you're being cute. Is he talking to you?

WOODWARD: You know, his -- his -- I'm ducking because I have
agreed that I'm not going to talk about the book. That's the deal I
make with the publisher. I hope you'll understand that. I -- it's got -
- it is probably, I hope, the most intimate look at how he is doing as
president.

KING: When is it due?
WOODWARD: September.

KING: We'll be back with more of Bob Woodward following the
conversation with President Obama. How is he handling the
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burdens of office? From this observer's point of view; Bob
Woodward's insights on our 25th anniversary moment of the night.
That's coming, too, next.

(NEWS BREAK)
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're sitting with Bob Woodward. Shortly before sitting
down with me, the president had met with Governor Jan Brewer of
Arizona to discuss the red hot topic of illegal immigration and her
state's controversial new law about it. I asked him about it. Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

KING: You met with the Arizona governor today. Will the
administration bring a legal challenge to that law?

OBAMA: You know, I'm not going to comment on that, Larry,
because that's really the job of the Justice Department. And I made
a commitment early on that I wouldn't be putting my thumb on the
scales when these kinds of decisions are made. I've expressed my
personal opinion, which is that although I understand the
frustration of the people of Arizona when it comes to the inflow of
illegal immigrants, I don't think this is the right way to do I. I think
this puts American citizens who look Hispanic -- are Hispanic --
potentially in a unfair situation.

KING: But you're not going to --

OBAMA: And more importantly, it also creates the prospects of 50
different laws in 50 different states when it comes to immigration.
This is a federal job. What we have to do is take on that federal
responsibility by working with border states on border security.
And I told Governor Brewer that we've already put more resources
into border security than we ever have. We have got more border
guards in Arizona than we ever have. We have -- we just made
decisions to put in additional National Guard.
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But without comprehensive immigration reform, that is Congress's
responsibility, we are not going to solve this problem. That's what
we have to do.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: All right. Are you surprised that he's not telling the justice
department to go ahead with this?

WOODWARD: But then he says his personal opinion is, and if
you're the attorney general, you might get the signal. Now, that
doesn't necessarily mean that they're going to make legal
challenge. But it's probably wise for the president, particularly one
who is a lawyer, who is steeped in all of these issues, to distance
himself and let the attorney general be the attorney general.

What one of the things that interests me about Obama, and
presidents, is how they deal with the emotions of the office,
because it's a roller coaster. And, you know, it's the same rain --
don't rain on my parade. Well, the parade is all his. Anything that
happens, whether it's in the Gulf, whether it's the war,
immigration, where basketball stars should go and so forth, he gets
asked about it.

One of the mistakes Jimmy Carter made when he was president, he
kind of retreated into himself. As you may recall, he went off to
Camp David for ten days and gave that speech kind of blaming
other people. And it doesn't work now.

KING: It's time for our LARRY KING LIVE moment, picked by you
as our second favorite moment in 25 years on the air here at CNN.
It involves another history-making event, as so many of your picks
have. Take a look back at the inauguration of Barack Obama as the
44th president of the United States.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

(SINGING) OBAMA: We must pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off
and begin again the work of remaking America.
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KING: The most extraordinary inauguration in the history of the
United States.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: There's a love affair going on with the
country and Barack.

SEN. JOHN MCCAIN (R), ARIZONA: I think it was a time of
celebration. It was a moment where Americans feel a coming
together.

KING: A black president, largest crowds ever assembled in that
city, cold, clear days, and you knew life was changing.

PUFF DADDY, RAPPER: I'm so happy the world gets to see that
this is truly what America is.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: You say, wow, this is one that you'll never
forget.

(SINGING)

KING: I lived in Washington for 27 years and I never saw a city
that up.

(SINGING)

KING: Did you ever think you'd see a black president?
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Certainly not.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: It's really a historic moment.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I did not believe that this would happen
in my lifetime.

KING: You knew you were part of history. They'll be talking about
that moment as long as history's written.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
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KING: More with Bob Woodward right after the break.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with our remaining moments with Bob
Woodward. In January of 2009, you wrote about ten lessons
Obama and his team should take away from the Bush presidency.
How are they doing on that?

WOODWARD: Pretty well. I mean, there's much -- I mean, the
theme in this was you have to talk about the real issues. You have
to get them out on the table. One of the lessons is you have to tell
the hard truth, the hard, ugly truth to the public. To go back to the
BP oil disaster in the Gulf, do people feel they got the hard truth
early about this? I'm not sure. This is one of those things where a
president needs probably to come out early and say, look, this is
my plan; this is how we're taking it seriously; this is exactly what
we're doing; these people are responsible; this is the boss. Who's
the leader of this really needs to be defined. And then, if it turns
out it's not such a big deal and it's not a crisis, that's fine. No one's
going to say, hey, you overreacted. This is the world in which you
can -- you only under-react.

KING: You always cover everything when you cover an
administration. How is Rahm Emanuel doing?

WOODWARD: He has survived. There have been lots of things.
That is one of the toughest jobs. He is a real important behind the
scenes player in lots of things.

KING: Is the chief of staff involved in policy?

WOODWARD: Oh, sure, he has to be.

KING: He's not just a gatekeeper?

WOODWARD: No. He's not just seeing if people will take jobs or
might run against their favorite candidate. No, he is an extension

of the president. A chief of staff is the closest thing we have to a
deputy president. All the issues, national security, domestic policy,
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dealing with Congress and so forth. And the chief of staff has to go
home at night saying, well, the boss is happy with what we did
today.

KING: We know how important Bush's vice president was to him.
How important is our vice president currently to this president?

WOODWARD: I think he plays a significant role in lots of things.
And Obama has given Joe Biden what Joe Biden loves, which is
running room, which means tell me what you think, don't go away,
keep pestering me. Now, whether that has really changed policy or
not, I think in some areas it actually has.

KING: A couple quick thing; when you do a book on the first year
of a presidency, you run into a little danger of something big
happening on the first day of the second year, right?

WOODWARD: Yes, of course.
KING: That's the risk you take?

WOODWARD: That's the you take. But it is, if you can get the
detail of exactly what happens at National Security Council
meetings, what happens offstage, what the relationship is, this
player to that player, and so forth -- you get a pretty good picture of
-- you know, character is action in everything, including the White
House.

KING: How about 30 seconds, are you getting a good picture?

WOODWARD: I hope so. I know it's an accurate picture. It will be
one of those things where some people are going to say, wow, it
shows this. Other people are going to say, wow, it shows that.
Whenever you take the cover off the watch and look inside, it's
complex and people see different things.

KING: There's nobody like you, Bob Woodward. Lebron James is
here tomorrow night. He joins us for an eye-opening hour-long
interview. Here's a preview.
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(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

LEBRON JAMES, BASKETBALL PLAYER: I had an opportunity to
go by the White House. I think he's a great person. I mean, he does
a lot. He continues to do a lot for this country. I think the first full
term for him is going to be a rebuilding term. And I think, you
know, then he's going to be able to put what he wants ultimately --

KING: How good a player is he?

JAMES: I have not had an opportunity to play against him in
basketball. But I'm looking forward. He's supposed to be doing the
basketball courts on campus, so I want to go by there and play.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: It's time now for "AC 360."
CNN.com - Transcripts
CNN LARRY KING LIVE

Interview With Russian Prime Minister Putin

LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight, Russia's Prime Minister Vladimir
Putin. What did Wikileaks revealed about his country's real leader?
Is there an internal power struggle? Has democracy disappeared?
Will there be a new arms race? Plus, fallout from the spy scandal.
What about those sleeper agents arrested in the U.S. and sent back
to their homeland? Vladimir Putin for the hour. Next on LARRY
KING LIVE.

Good evening. Vladimir Putin is the prime minister of Russia. He
previously served as President of the Russian Federation. And it's a
great pleasure to welcome him back to LARRY KING LIVE.

Mr. Prime Minister, we thank you for joining us. We know -- let's
start right off, we know that you're eligible to run again for the
presidency in 2012. Are you thinking about doing that?

VLADIMIR PUTIN, RUSSIAN PRIME MINISTER (through a
translator): We've been working with President Medvedev in a very
close contact and we decided long time ago, that we'll adopt a
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concerted decision as regards to year 2012 in the interest of the
Russian people.

KING: So that is a maybe?

PUTIN: We'll see. There is still quite time before the elections take
place. That should be in April, year 2012. Once again, we will be in
consultations and we'll adopt that decision based on the economic,
social and political situation in the country.

KING: OK. Let's get to current things. What do you make of the
release of the United States diplomatic and military documents by
the Wikileaks group?

PUTIN: Some experts believe that somebody is deceiving
Wikileaks. Their reputation being undermined. To use them for
their own political purposes later on. That's one of the possibilities
there. And that's the opinion of the experts. And also you have such
opinion expressed here. If it's not so, then it tells us that it's
necessary for the diplomatic services to be more attentive to their
cables. Such leaks occurred before in previous times. So this is no
catastrophe. I don't see this as being a catastrophe.

KING: Well, how about documents that include a cable in which
Defense Secretary Robert Gates, the United States is reported to
have told his French counterpart that Russian democracy has
disappeared and that the government is being run by security
services? What's your response to the American Secretary of
Defense saying that? PUTIN: I know Mr. Gates. I met him several
times. I believe he's a very nice person. And he is not a bad expert
too. But it is known also that Mr. Gates was one of the leaders of
CIA of the United States of America before. And today he happens
to be the Secretary of Defense. Now, if he's the best expert in
democracy in the United States of America, then I congratulate you
with that.

KING: So he is wrong in saying that your country is being run by
Secret Security Services?



188

PUTIN: He's been deeply misled. Our country is led by the people
of the Russian Federation through the legitimately elected
government and the parliament authorities of the president and
the prime minister of the Russian Federation. Now, as regards to
democracy, this has been a long-term dispute with our American
colleagues. I'd like to recall the fact that twice, twice, in the history
of the United States of America, there were cases, the candidate to
the presidency who subsequently became president of the United
States, who was voted by majority of electorate, with the delegates
presenting the lesser number of electorate as a whole. Is that
democracy? When we're talking with our American friends and tell
them there are systemic problems in this regard, we can hear from
them, don't interfere with our affairs.

This is our tradition and it's going to continue like that. We are not
interfering. But to our colleagues, I would also like to advise, you
don't interfere either. That's the sovereign choice of the Russian
people. The Russian people have unilaterally made their choice in
direction of democracy in the early '9os. They will not be led
astray. Nobody should be having any doubts. Russia has interest in
that and will do that. Now, as regards to the questions posed by
Mr. Gates in these diplomatic cables, that has to do with evidence
desire to apply pressure to the allies in specific matters. Such
matters arise in big numbers. I say yes, you need to apply pressure
to Russian. They're not democratic. You should do this and that
because they're not democratic. We've heard that thousands of
times. We started to dismiss such allegations as yet they've been
using it as a tool of the foreign policy of the U.S. And I think it's
erroneous approach to dealing with the Russian Federation.

KING: What, Mr. Prime Minister, is the -- how would you describe
the relationship between you and President Medvedev? There are

some who say the statement goes that you're Batman and he's
Robin.

PUTIN: Well, you know, when myself and Mr. Medvedev were
deciding on how we will build on our cooperation in the future,
now at present, how we'll build on our relationship, when we
decided as to how we should build the electorate campaign, for the
presidency in year 2008, we were fully aware of the fact that many
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people would try to introduce a splint in our joint approach to the
construction of the Russian Federation, economy and otherwise.
Truth of the matter is, this is about our interaction, which is an
important factor of the domestic policies in this country. But to be
honest with you, we didn't suspect that this would be done with
such arrogance, with such a push and, you know, being so
unethically done. Such assertions indeed are aimed to slander one
of us to get under the skin, to provoke some steps which might
disrupt, destroy the productive interaction in running this country.
I have to tell you that we got used to it, and I will ask all of those
who try such attempts to be quiet about it.

KING: We will be right back with the prime minister of Russia,
Vladimir Putin. We'll ask about the situation on the Korean
Peninsula right after this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Vladimir Putin, the Prime Minister of
Russia. Great place we had with him. I hope someday soon to visit
his country and visit with him personally. Last time he was with us
was in New York and we were together. Tonight, of course, we're
by satellite. What, Mr. Prime minister, is your assessment of the
Korean Peninsula? Your Foreign Minister last week said there's a
colossal danger of an escalation there. Do you share that fear?

PUTIN: Yes, indeed. The situation is very worrisome and very
acute. And we can't but be worried about that. Whatever happens
there is happening in the very vicinity of our borders as it were.
Having said that, we count a lot on the fact that the prudence will
get upper hand there. Emotions will be shelved. And the dialogue
will be started. Without a dialogue, it is not possible to come to an
agreement. Jointly with the partners, including the United States
of America, we've been working closely as regards to the settlement
of the North Korean Peninsula having to do with the nuclear
programs and settlement regarding the direction and relations
between the two parties involved and at different stages of this
effort. This work provided us with different outcomes. Sometimes
very positive and impressive results. And I count a lot that we'll
resume this positive trend of action.
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KING: China has proposed sitting down now, six-party talks, the
two Koreas, China, United States, Russia and Japan, sitting down
now. Do you support that?

PUTIN: Well, the president is in charge of our foreign policies and
this question should primarily be addressed to him. But generally
speaking, Russia is interested in the continuation of that dialogue.

KING: Do you think China should do more? It has a lot of influence
in North Korea, to rein in North Korea?

PUTIN: Well, you know, this position taken by the State
Department of the United States. But basically speaking, we all
need to do whatever it takes in order that the situation would be on
the track of normalcy from now on. The Chinese have leverages of
impact of economy in the first place. But most importantly, what
we need to remember, we should respect the interests of the
Korean people. Both in the north and in the south of that
peninsula. We should be patient and we should choose the right
mode of speech with them. And work out a united position there of
all six states involved in this quite a complex negotiation process.
The unity of approach is what really matters. It's a guarantee of our
joint success there.

KING: Do you share the concern of many other nations that Iran is
moving toward becoming a nuclear power? Is Russia OK with that?

PUTIN: The Iranian nuclear program is being implemented for
over 20 years now. As of late, recently in recent years, Iran has
demonstrated in various ways the readiness to engage in dialogue
with international community, IAEA included. We know that the
initial stages have witnessed some activities which raised questions
and we supported IAEA to get exclusive answers to those
questions. You certainly know that we're concerned with any
expression of the proliferation or any possibility, theoretical
possibility, of proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. This
relates to absolutely all states, including Iran. Having said that, we
don't have any grounds to suspect Iran, in the sense that they seek
to possess nuclear arms.
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But we've been cooperating with all our partners, including the
U.S. of America, in the premise of the United Nations
Organizations. And, as you know, up to now, we've been able to
adopt concerted decisions. Our position is open. And Iran is aware
of our position. And we'll continue to cooperate with all the
participants of this process, up until the final settlement of that
problem. And I count greatly on the fact that this settlement will
occur and I believe that this is the interest of the neighbors of Iran.
Israel is very much afraid of the Iranian programs, other
participants and neighbors. But Iran also and the Iranian people as
well. I don't see this in any way as being prejudice or undermining
the interests of Iran. If they were to fully open all their programs
and satisfy the legitimate interest of the international organization,
IAEA, that is in their effort.

KING: We'll take a break...

PUTIN: I don't see that as being scary at the same time, I still
maintain that Iran has a right to implement nuclear programs
under the oversight of the international organizations.

KING: All right. When we come back, we'll ask about the possible
ratification or non-ratification of the treaty between the United
States and Russia. Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Prime Minister Putin. A great pleasure to
welcome him to LARRY KING LIVE. Well, there's a lot of concern
now about this new treaty your President Medvedev warned that
there would be a new arms race if NATO and Moscow don't agree
on a joint missile shield. And what happens to the relations
between the two countries? Will there be another arms race if the
United States doesn't ratify?

PUTIN: No. Talking today before the federal assembly, President
Medvedev mentioned the fact that we just put forward a proposal
as to how jointly working, all of us tackling joint problem of
security, could share responsibility between ourselves. And this
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problem should be necessarily dealt with through this joint effort
in the first place. But if our proposals will be met with negative
answers only and on top of that, at the vicinity of our borders will
be built additional threats as this new version of the third defense
region there, Russia will have to ensure her own security through
different means and ways. To put in place a new striking force
against the threats which have been built there, against the new
threats which will have been created along our borders, the new
missile nuclear will be put in place. That's not our choice. We don't
want that to happen. This is no threat on our part. We've been
simply saying that this is what expects all of us to happen if we
don't agree on joint effort there. That's it. Once again, we don't
want this to happen at all.

KING: Well, you're saying it's not a threat but it does sound like a
threat. "The Wall Street Journal" today reporting that the America
believes you're moving short-range tactical nuclear warheads near
NATO allies rather as recently as this spring. Was that true?

PUTIN: Larry, please listen to me now. I want you and all the
American people know this. At least those spectators who will
follow our program here. It's not us who are moving forward our
missiles to your territory. It's you who are planning to mount
missiles at the vicinity of our borders, of our territory. We've been
told that you'll do it in order to secure against the, let's say, Iranian
threat. But such a threat as of now does not exist. Now if the
rudders (ph) and the counter missiles will be deployed in the year
2012 along our borders or 15, they will work against our nuclear
potential there, our nuclear arsenal. And certainly that worries us.
And we are obliged to take some actions in response. We're talking
about action in response. Not about taking the first initiative there.

And in Lisbon, the President Medvedev was very specific in his
proposals. Boiling down to the fact that part of responsibility for
ensuring security in Europe should be taken upon by NATO. And
part of responsibility, of joint responsibility, that is should be taken
upon by Russia. And here to say, we could agree with NATO and
that's to say with the United States too on the exchange of
information, on joint control over those facilities. The military
experts can agree upon all those things. If a good will is to be
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exercised there. But if in a very dumb nature people will tell, will
ignore your interests, we'll do whatever we want to do there, and
then we'll regard that as a threat to ourselves. Then we'll have to
react somehow. I want the American public to hear this.

KING: And you've said it straight and we'll be right back with more
of the Prime Minister of Russia, Vladimir Putin, after this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We will touch some other bases with the Prime Minister of
Vladimir Putin of Russia coming to us tonight from Moscow.
What's your assessment of President Obama?

PUTIN: Such assessment is to be provided by the electorate. By the
people who voted for him. Basically American citizens first. But
looking from outside to provide an expert assessment there,
generally speaking, I might as well say that President Obama has
been confronted with a very serious challenges as a big world,
especially in this year of economy. It's not up to me to judge
whether he has taken right or wrong steps when he passed through
the parliament, the law on health care for one. But I don't doubt
the fact that in this particular case, very sensitive for Americans.

Two, Obama did whatever he could to respond to the aspirations of
the American people. Who had been understood by him and
formulated as his electorate campaign platform. He promised to do
that. He did it, as his foreign activities. We are thankful to him for
the fact that he has softened the rhetoric in the U.S./Russia
relations. And in practical terms, he put further away this idea of
the third Defense Region in Europe approach. Which provided us
with the possibility for dialogue. We've want some time there to try
and implement this very plan which was put forward by the
President Medvedev in Lisbon.

KING: This is puzzling. Ten Russian sleeper agents were arrested
in the United States earlier this year. Then sent back to Russia in a
spy swap. You met with them after their deportation. What was
your impression? I mean, you were very involved with the KGB.
What was this all about? What did they tell you?
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PUTIN Well, basically, as regards to strictly business, we had a
word. But, yes, we talked to different topics with them.

What can I tell you now?
These are the people who naturally deserve respect.

As I said it before, I can repeat it again, with activities, they didn't
cause any harm to the interests of the United States of America.

As you know, they belonged to a special service -- a clandestine
service with their own tests to tackle. These tests, as a rule, become
pertinent in the crisis periods, like when the diplomatic relations
would have been suspended or cut. Thank god such a status of
affairs we have not witnessed in the relations between Russia and
the U.S. today. And I hope it will never occur in our relations in the
future.

KING: So they do know what you would call spying under your
direction?

PUTIN They had their own tasks to address. They are involved in
the clandestine activities, the main purpose of which is to be
actively involved during the crisis times and when the diplomatic
ties are suspended, when other means of intelligence service are
not efficient or sometimes are not possible.

These folks, once again, did not cause any harm to the interests of
the United States of America.

Having said that, any country, including the United States of
America, is engaged in intelligence gathering. Nobody doubts that.
And incidentally, the activities of our services -- of secret services
that our compared to the U.S. services, looking much better,
thanks God. Neither these agents, or others, were seen as
organizing clandestine prisons or hostage taking or torturing
people.
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KING: We will ask the prime minister about Afghanistan and other
things; ask him about George Bush's new book; ask him, as well,
about whether the World Cup might come to Moscow in 2018.

Lots more ahead.

Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We're back with Prime Minister Putin.

The former USSR spent nine years fighting in Afghanistan. In fact,
I believe we discussed this the last time we were together, 10 years
ago. They spent -- your country spent there without victory. Some

called it the Soviet Union's Vietnam.

Do you think the United States will do any better in Afghanistan?

PUTIN First, I don't think it would be right to make such a
comparison with regards to Afghanistan. Our troops withdrew
from Afghanistan in an organized, quiet manner. And after the
withdrawal of our troops, the regime, which had been supported by
the Soviet Union, lasted for three years in a quiet mode originally.
It was destroyed by Taliban, virtually after the collapse of the
Soviet Union, when there was no longer any support to be provided
by the former Soviet Union to them.

I believe that the Soviet Union made many mistakes there. The
blunder was the fact that the Soviet troops were there in the first
place. It was not the thing to do. That's evident.

Now, as regards the current presence of American troops and of
the international coalition troops in Afghanistan, indeed, the
situation has seriously changed there. Likewise, you cannot
compare our presence in Afghanistan with Vietnam. In the same
manner, you cannot compare the U.S. and international presence
in Afghanistan today with the Soviet presence in the late 'S80s
there.
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Well, you know, I would think that the international coalition in
Afghanistan today is carrying out an important and positive
mission. We cannot and shall not be present there militarily
ourselves. But we have been rendering assistance both to the
American partners and other partners of the international coalition
in Afghanistan in various ways and means.

We have agreed to ensure transit and we have been doing that,
including not only by air, but also by surface. We've been relating
important pertinent information, including we have started,
through our special services, which you have mentioned a few
minutes earlier. This could be related to an absolute positive side
of our interaction.

There were instances when our helicopter fliers took out American
and Dutch military staff from the battlefield being fired on by the
enemy. And there are other means to support the international
efforts in Afghanistan.

For example, assisting the government in office and the armed
forces of Afghanistan. This is a whole set -- a big set of joint work
there. We count on the fact that this effort will bear positive fruit.

KING: All right, let's discuss the former president, George Bush. In
his new memoir, "Decision Points," he calls you -- he describes you
as sometimes cocky, sometimes charming, always tough. He also
calls you wily and cold-blooded. Earlier, though, he said when he
had first met you, he looked into your eyes and he saw a vibrant
soul there, I'm -- that's paraphrasing what he said.

What was your relationship with the former president?

PUTIN They were warm relations, good, kind, human relationship.
He visited me in my house. I visited him in his house, including at
his ranch house. We have different views on many issues involved,
of course. But one thing is for sure, George Bush the junior is a
very decent fellow. And he has a very nice partner, too.

KING: You -- so I'm gathering you liked him a lot?
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PUTIN And he has a very good family. I was very pleased when I
visited his father's house in human terms. Yes. But still, we had

different approaches while dealing with the same questions at
hand.

KING: Will you read his book?

PUTIN I know some of the aspects of this book already. I don't
agree fully with what he has written there, of course. But I'm sure
he has forgotten a few things. If we meet with him, I will remind
you of certain things, too.

(LAUGHTER)

KING: We'll take a break and we'll be right back with Prime
Minister Putin right after this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

(NEWS BREAK)

KING: We're back with Prime Minister Putin.

I know that you're working on your English, Mr. Prime Minister.
You -- you spoke in English at an International Olympic
Committee meeting. You did an interview with Matthew Chance
for CNN two years ago and spoke in English.

Are you ready to come out in English?

PUTIN: My English is very bad.

(LAUGHTER)

PUTIN While I'm talking with you, it's better to be accurate and
not to admit any mistakes.

(LAUGHTER) PUTIN Now, with my teacher, we've been studying
several English songs we are trying to sing. That's like a game. It's
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not even like doing any studies. That's revisiting some studies as a
recreation on my part.

But, indeed, if we meet with you when you visit us here in Moscow,
I will try to talk with you in English. And I can understand quite a
lot, which allows me, sometimes without an interpreter, to deal
with my colleagues, you know, in a semi business manner.

KING: OK. Later this week, FIFA will announce which country will
host the 2018 World Cup.. Do you think you have a good chance to
host it?

PUTIN Yes, I do think we have such chances and I proceed from
the assumption that our contenders will make an emphasis on the
fact that they are ready to go with the World Cup already.

But why do we need to hold the World Cup?

Well, they already have everything in place. The philosophy of
FIFA is to expand world soccer space, to spread out the world
football space. In Eastern Europe, there has never been a case of
World Cup being staged there. Therefore, we are a very natural
contender.

Our problem is, however, about the fact that as of late, during this
competition race, I'm sure the FIFA members have been slandered,
absolutely groundlessly. They want to compromise that
organization. And this is exactly the organization who are involved
in not only organizing a soccer features and soccer games, they're
currently fulfilling a very important social program to really
advertise a healthy mode of life, putting aside alcoholism among
youngsters, but also building on the relationship between peoples
and states.

It's a very important function they have.
KING: Who will -- who...

PUTIN And we count greatly on the fact that the members of FIFA
will adopt the relevant decision in favor of Russia's choice.
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KING: Who is slandering them?

PUTIN In a competitive straight, many people try to do that. We
are aware of the fact that there has been a lot of information
surfacing in the BBC, but the allegation is one thing. You have to
prove the case.

I believe that this is not a right manner of competition for the right
to hold this World Cup, as it were.

KING: Will you -- will -- will you go to Zurich to make a personal
appeal?

PUTIN Well, I've been reflecting on that. But I believe that under
the current circumstances, when these FIFA members are being
attacked like that, when attempts are being manned to -- made to
compromise them, we need to give these people a chance to
develop an objective decision without any pressure from outside.

I've been enjoying --

KING: All right, we'll be right back...

PUTIN -- the sport through all my life. I love soccer.

KING: All right, let me get a break on time.

We'll be right back with more of the prime minister following this.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: Something, Mr. Prime Minister, I don't think you've ever
been asked. We have quite a dispute about it in America.

What is the Russian policy toward gays and lesbians in your
military?

PUTIN Well, I'd like to finalize my statement regarding whether I
go to Zurich or not.
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KING: OK.

PUTIN I think it would be better for me not to be there prior to
these elections --

KING: I've got --

PUTIN -- so that it would not appear as an element of pressurizing
their decision on my part.

KING: I gathered that.

PUTIN Now, as regards to the attitude toward gays and lesbians,
well, you know, I once tried to -- to answer similar questions
before. We in Russia, like generally speaking in Europe, for that
matter, the question is very acute with regards to demography.
We've been undertaking very serious efforts to change the situation
somehow. And we've been able to do that.

I believe that we probably have the best results with the speed of
the change in demography. For the first time over 10 or 15 years,
we have witnessed a very stable trend of growth of birth rates in
our country and at the end of this year, we'll have some growth of
population.

And one gender marriages will not give you offsprings. Therefore,
we are very patient to the sexual minorities, but still we believe that
the state should support the processes having to do with the birth
rate, mother and child care, infancy and take care of the health of
those people.

KING: But are gays permitted to actively serve in your military and
be able to say they are gay?

PUTIN There are no prohibitions.

KING: Do we --
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PUTIN In the Soviet Union, that was about criminal responsibility
for same gender sex. Now, there are no prohibitions or bans on
that score.

KING: And we'll be back with our remaining moments with the
prime minister of Russia -- we thank him so much for granting us
this time -- following these words.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: Some personal questions in our remaining moments, Mr.
Prime Minister.

And, again, I hope next year to visit and spend some time with you
in Moscow and bring the family, as well.

You seem to keep your family life private. Many of our viewers may
not know that you have two daughters.

Why -- why do you tend to shield the family?

PUTIN Unfortunately, there are so many problems regarding
terrorism. So we must think about security of the members of our
family, and first and foremost, our children, my daughters. They
live a normal usual life. But they are university students. They're
happy. They have friends. So everything is OK.

But to put them through the public lighter is not what I think is
right or not what they want.

KING: Mr. Prime Minister, I thank you so much.
I look forward to seeing you again soon on your soil.

PUTIN Larry, I invite you. I await you here in Moscow. You've
never visited Moscow and I am positive you will like it.

KING: Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.

PUTIN Can I ask you one question?



202

KING: Sure.

PUTIN I don't know why, but the King leaves the scene at the U.S.
stage. Now, --

KING: I sometimes don't know why myself.

PUTIN At the U.S. stage and the U.S. mass media, there are many
talented and interesting people, but still there is just one King
there. I don't ask why he is leaving. But, still, what do you think?
When shall we have a right to cry out, long live the King, when
there will be another man who is as popular in the whole word as
you happen to be?

KING: Thank you. Thank you. I have no answer. Vladimir Putin,
prime minister of Russia.

The U.S. again, sir.

Tomorrow night, the former heavyweight champion of the world,
Mike Tyson.

Anderson Cooper and "AC 360" is next.
CNN.com - Transcripts

CNN LARRY KING LIVE

Prison Wives, Prison Husbands

LARRY KING, HOST: Tonight, prison husbands and prison wives
married to convicted killers.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I fell in love.
(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Wed to criminals and jailed forever.

Why did they do it?
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(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: I had nothing to lose. So that's why I
married him. I just took a chance.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: We're going to take you behind bars and inside the lives of
the most unusual marriages ever.

Weddings, conjugal visits.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: It's a part of what makes our
relationship work. It's one part. It's not the only part.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Locked up, in love and intimate look at a cold, hard world of
passion that knows no bounds. Next on LARRY KING LIVE.

Good evening. Interesting show tonight. Some very interesting
guests to welcome the LARRY KING LIVE. A fascinating look at
love behind bars.

Pam Booker is married to Lance Booker. Lance is serving two life
sentences without parole for first-degree murder. Pam is a social
worker. And Tim McDonald, retired airline captain, flew every
equipment the airlines flew, father of two children from a previous
marriage. He's married to Deion Harris, a 38-year-old
grandmother serving life without parole for felony murder. Tim
and his wife met on the Internet while she was in prison.

Their stories can be seen on a new show, "Prison Wives," on
Investigation Discovery.

Pam, how did you happen to hook up with Lance?
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PAM BOOKER, MARRIED TO CONVICTED MURDERER: Lance
and I met when we were both working as counselors for the same
human service agency, so we were together before prison.

KING: What crime was he convicted of?

BOOKER: He -- well, let me first just state that he was innocent of
the crime for which he was convicted, and he was --

KING: You could believe he's innocent now?

BOOKER: Yes. Yes. The facts bear that out. He was charged and
convicted of first-degree murder.

KING: And you believe he did not commit that murder?
BOOKER: No, he did not.
KING: Is he on appeal?

BOOKER: Yes, we're in the middle of the appeal process. It's a very
slow process. So in that world, we're in our infancy stages.

KING: What prison is he in?

BOOKER: He's in Clinton Correctional Facility in Dannemora,
New York, way up north by the Canadian border.

KING: You got to go see him a lot?

BOOKER: Yes. Fortunately, we live about two-and-a-half or three-
hour drive, so we get up there as much as we can, pretty much like
three times a month.

KING: Ever married before?

BOOKER: No. No.

KING: Tim McDonald, a retired airline pilot, married to six years
to Deion Harris.
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How did you meet Deion?

TIM MCDONALD, MARRIED TO CONVICTED MURDERER: I
was doing Internet research. I was actually researching prisons,
and the culture of prisons because I had a construction company
with guys in trouble with the law. I would visit six prisons in six
states by using the Internet to locate prisoners that would send me
a visitation form. So I actually -- her picture caught my attention,
and then I sent her a letter, and the letter that came back, the
handwriting caught my attention.

KING: The handwriting?

MCDONALD: The handwriting on the envelope caught my
attention way before anything else. I didn't even open the letter, I
just stared at it, saying who is this person?

KING: Here is your wife -- here's how your wife describes getting
together with you.

Watch.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

DEION HARRIS, CONVICTED MURDERER: He was a retired
airline pilot. I'm like, what is a retired airline pilot doing writing a
lady in prison who has life without parole? I let him visit me, I
guess, a year after I met him. We visited a lot. And me talking to
him made me feel secure with him. Because everything I told him
he didn't run away from it.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
KING: Who did your wife kill?

MCDONALD: She didn't kill anybody. Felony murder. She was
there when an abusive man killed someone else, but she was there.

KING: Just being there, she got life?
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MCDONALD: She got the same sentence.

KING: Why?

MCDONALD: Well, there were three of them, actually. All three --
well, the killer plea-bargained to testify against the other two, and
in exchange he got the same sentence as them.

KING: Was it a robbery?

MCDONALD: Yes. Robbery, kidnapping, broke down vehicle.
KING: You had a family, did you not? You had a wife and kids?

MCDONALD: My children were grown at the time that I met her,
actually.

KING: Did you leave your wife for her?
MCDONALD: No, I did not.
KING: You were divorced?

MCDONALD: Marriage hadn't ended. The paperwork hadn't been
signed. The marriage was over.

KING: And you knew going in, the odds, right, on marrying
someone who was doing life?

MCDONALD: I didn't intend to marry somebody. I didn't meet
her, nor did I even start visiting her intending to marry her. I mean
-- I'll tell you up front.

KING: What happened?

MCDONALD: I fell in love. It was nine years ago in January. I
watched her with her two children in that prison. At the end of that
time, I said, anybody working as hard as you to raise children from
a prison cell deserve help, and I guess I'm it.
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KING: The children are with her?

MCDONALD: The children were with her parents in the
community that she was convicted of. They were three and four
when she went to prison, and she was still trying to raise them
from the prison cell. They were 10 and 11 when I met them.

KING: Do you take care of them?

MCDONALD: They never lived with me. I was never able to get
them into my house. I moved to Huntington, Tennessee for that
purpose.

KING: How often do you see your wife?

MCDONALD: I see her every weekend. I saw her last Saturday and
Sunday, and I'll see her this Saturday and Sunday.

KING: Pam, your husband was convicted of first-degree murder.

We're going to take a look at what happen. Here's a clip from the
program "Prison Wives."

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: According to investigators, Lance and
the mastermind lured Drabik to a quite neighborhood to discuss a
carpentry job.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: The shooter walked up to Chris, went to
shake his hand and pulled out a gun and shot him in the chest. The
shooter ran away, ran back to the vehicle that had the mastermind
and Lance Booker in it. And they fled the scene, and they left Chris
dying in the street.

UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER: The man who played a key role in
the death of a police informant will spend the rest of his life behind
bars. Lance Booker was sentenced in Rensselaer County court this
morning.
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(END VIDEO CLIP) KING: He was sitting in the car. Did he know
something was going to take place?

BOOKER: No, he did not. He thought they were going to do
something else. Going some place. He thought they were coming to
New York City. And so he hopped in the backseat to go to sleep.
And he was asleep when, in fact, they went.

KING: How the hell was he convicted?

BOOKER: There were a whole lot of things that went on for them.
There were some of it is similar to Tim's situation, the theory of
conspiracy and being there. The interesting part was he was
convicted of conspiring with who was referred to in the clip as the
mastermind, but the mastermind was never charged or convicted
of conspiracy.

KING: Strange.

All right, we'll be back with more. Obviously, there are extenuating
circumstances in both of these cases.

A man who was married to a follower of Charles Manson is here
next. Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Her crimes were horrific. Unimaginable
acts of violence, and her behavior afterwards, the stares and smiles
at the camera was as disturbing to some as her deranged leader,
Charles Manson. Among Susan Atkins victims, actress Sharon Tate
and her unborn child. Investigators say they were stabbed 16 times.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Pam Booker and Tim McDonald are with us here in New
York.
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Joining us now from Los Angeles is James Whitehouse. He was
married to Susan Atkins, a Mason Family disciple until her death
in 2009. Susan was serving life in prison for her role in the
infamous taped LaBianca murders. They were married back in

1987.
James, how did you meet Susan?

JAMES WHITEHOUSE, WIFE WAS MANSON'S FOLLOWER,
SUSAN ATKINS: Well, she wrote a book in 1977, and about 1985, I
was able to find it. I was going through a point in my life were I was
trying to get out of partying, and I found this book, and it was
mainly about her Born Again experience, but it talked about how
she had turned her life around from death row, and it was hard for
me not to decide that if she could do it from that environment, I

certainly could get my act together with all the advantages that I
had in life.

KING: How did you get to meet her? How did you go to meet her?
WHITEHOUSE: Well, I realized that at that time there was only
one women's prison in California, and at the time, it was the largest
women's prison in the world. And so I wrote her.

KING: Is that in Chino?

WHITEHOUSE: Yes. And so I wrote her mainly for encouragement
as I went through these changes in my life, and she wrote back, and
I was surprised at how articulate she was and how intelligent and
how encouraging. And So I just kept writing her.

KING: You got married in prison?

WHITEHOUSE: Yes, in 1987.

KING: What did you get out of the marriage?

WHITEHOUSE: A heck of a lot, probably the same thing that you

get out of your marriage. Incredible support, someone who was
always there. Susan had an incredible background being older than
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me. When I met Susan, I was a dropout from junior college, and
win a couple years, I had moved on to get a scholarship at the
University of California, where I graduated from two degrees,
summa cum laude and magna cum laude. And I went on to get
accepted to Harvard Law School, where I also graduated with
honor. And this is -- the only way that you can do that is if you have
a heck of a lot of support.

KING: But you slept alone?

WHITEHOUSE: No. Actually, at that time in California, we had
family visits.

KING: Oh you did?

WHITEHOUSE: They were eliminated in 1996, I believe. So, yes,
we have nine years where I was able to go up and spend time with
her.

KING: Do you have conjugal visits, Pam?

BOOKER: Yes, we do.

KING: Do you have them, Tim?

MCDONALD: No, I do not.

KING: Tim, your wife had a role in the murder of a man who
stopped to help her on the road. She flagged down the drive,
pretending to need help. And her two accomplices attacked him
and shot him.

Let's watch what happened next.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: And in the still of the night, the

unimaginable occurred. UNIDENTIFIED MALE: They took off
both legs. They lacerated one arm.



211

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: But the crime didn't end there.
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Using the butcher knife that they had
brought from Teresa's house, Walter said that he did remove the
heart. At that time, it was passed around to each person.

HARRIS: And he gave it to me. He put it in my hand.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: And each person was supposed to put
their lips on it. They were supposed to kiss the heart.

HARRIS: And I knew he knew that I was nervous. And I couldn't
show fear that night. Because if you show fear, then you can get
hurt.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Is she appealing, Tim?

MCDONALD: Her appeals are done.

KING: Done.

MCDONALD: We're finished.

KING: So she's got life?

MCDONALD: She has life without parole unless she gets a
gubernatorial commutation.

KING: Have you applied for that?

MCDONALD: Not yet. (INAUDIBLE) last year, we will.
KING: Do you expect California to reinstate conjugal visits?
MCDONALD: Tennessee.

KING: Tennessee, right.
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MCDONALD: No. They've never had them.
KING: Does it ever been proposed?

KING: I don't know of it. I don't know they're being proposed in
Tennessee.

You're probably asking, what a prison wedding like? Can a
husband and wife kiss, hold hands, wear white?

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) HARRIS: My name is Teresa Deion Smith
Harris.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Deion Harris is a prison wife, but she's
the one behind bars.

MCDONALD: My name is Tim McDonald.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Tim McDonald fell in love with Deion
through letters and visits, and married her, even though he knew
her sentence.

MCDONALD: I'm married to a woman serving life without the
possibility of parole.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: And knew her crime -- murder.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: It was just so particularly bad with the
dismemberment.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: But Tim didn't care. And soon ended
his 32-year marriage, and started a new family.

HARRIS: He's a good man.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Today, Tim defends the wife he loves,
despite concerns from his own family and total strangers who were
out to get him.
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MCDONALD: A rock through the front window in a community life
this is sort of like a burning cross.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: What keeps them together, and how do
they live apart.

HARRIS: When you're incarcerated, you feel like everybody hates
you.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Pam Booker, Tim McDonald, James Whitehouse, all
married to people in prison.

James, of course, is now a widower. We welcome back to LARRY
KING LIVE, Vernell Crittendon. He is the former public
information officer for San Quentin State prison in California
during his many years there. He oversaw the weddings of high-
profile inmates, and he's been a fairly frequent guest on this show.

Vernell, did you conduct the wedding?

VERNELL CRITTENDON, FORMER PUBLIC INFORMATION
OFFICER, SAN QUENTIN: No, I didn't conduct it, but I was
involved with the background information on preparing the life
row inmate or death row inmate for marriage.

KING: Is it easy to get married in prison? CRITTENDON: Well, I
don't think it's difficult, but there is a process that they will have to
go through beginning with petitioning to be considered for
marriage, and then scheduling with a counselor to prepare all of
the necessary paperwork for the marriage.

KING: What happens at the marriage?

CRITTENDON: Well, actually, we do it in a visiting room here at
San Quentin, as I think is similar to most of the state prisons in
California. And at that time, you will have a group of people -- we
do ours once a month that will be coming in to get married. And it
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would be like seeing the Justice of the Peace. We have a notary on
staff. We will then do the ceremony, and then we allow about an
hour to two-hour visit following that ceremony for the wedding

party.
KING: Private visit?

CRITTENDON: No. About 1996 we stopped providing family
visiting rights to individuals serving life sentences, or those that
are on death row.

KING: Why?

CRITTENDON: It was centered around security and safety issues.
And so based on that, our facilities were located outside of the
secure area. And the State of California then suspended that
privilege to that classification of inmate. So normally all they would
receive would be that two-hour visit, and then after that, they could
come in on regular visiting times and visit in the visiting room.

KING: Could they kiss at the wedding?

CRITTENDON: Yes, they are allowed to embrace at the wedding.
They do that traditional kiss at the point that they are joined as
partners, and they can embrace and kiss at their first meeting as
well as just prior to leaving the visiting room.

KING: Did it puzzle you -- so all -- prisoners that got married when
you were there were all men, right? San Quentin is a men's prison?

CRITTENDON: Yes, that is correct.

KING: Did it puzzle you why women married men in prison who
are there for life or on death row?

CRITTENDON: Well, it was something that did interest me. And I
went to great effort to reach out to the prospective brides and
spend some time talking with them just to kind of see what type of
a person they were. It wasn't part of my duties, but it was
something that I had some interest in. So I had an opportunity to



215

talk to about 200 women that came in during my 16 years in the
warden's office as a public information officer.

KING: Was there a rule of thumb that ran through most of them?
CRITTENDON: Well, you know, I have to say that it's anecdotal
information. It's nothing that I can say that applies to everyone or
most people. But the ones that I have spoken with, I found that
there was a rule of thumb that I felt most of them had been victims
of male abuse during their lives. And I think that that was some of
the issues that they were wrestling with when they came to a prison
to seek out -- to find their soul mates.

I found that they were also very committed, though, to those men
behind the bars, where they believed in their innocence and were
willing to do whatever they could do to assist them.

KING: Did any of the marriages that you observed result in the
execution of the prisoner?

CRITTENDON: No. None of the 13 executions that I've attended or
married were inmates that were married. No.

KING: Tim, how often do you see your wife?

MCDONALD: I see her every weekend.

KING: Every weekend?

MCDONALD: I'll skip a weekend, but I don't skip more than one.
KING: But you can't be alone with her?

MCDONALD: No.

KING: Pam, how often do you see your husband?

BOOKER: As often as possible, usually about three times a month.
But we do have the conjugal visits.
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KING: How does that work? They put you in a room, where you
stay overnight? What?

BOOKER: Yes. In New York State, they're known as family reunion
program visits and as for the entire family. So any of his immediate
family, spouse, kids, parents.

KING: Do you have romantic time together?

BOOKER: Yes, we do. We're set up in an apartment-like setting...
KING: On the prison grounds.

BOOKER: ...on prison grounds, yes, but separate from the main
facilities.

KING: Remaining faithful to a spouse in prison cannot be easy.
That's next.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK) (BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: This should be fun. But shopping for a
prison outfit is not as simple as it might seem.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: The fashion designers don't seem to
match- up with the Department of Corrections regulations. You
know, they have real restrictions on what we wear.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Low-cut and sleeveless tops are out.
Clothes with metal studs may set off the scanners and slow down
the visit.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: James Whitehouse, did you -- you were able to visit Susan
before they stopped conjugal visits in California, right?

WHITEHOUSE: Yes.

KING: OK. When they stopped it, were you ticked?
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WHITEHOUSE: Yes. But certainly that's not the reason you marry
someone, and that's not the reason you stay with them. So, yes, it
was annoying, but ironically that wasn't the main thing I got out of
our marriage.

KING: But for you, Pam, it has to be important, one would wonder.
Physical togetherness.

BOOKER: Yes, it's a part of what makes our relationship work. It's
one part. It's not the only part. Sometimes the most important part
of a family reunion visit is just having time together alone,
sometimes just to watch a movie, to do nothing at all.

KING: Do you think all prison should allow conjugal visits?

BOOKER: Absolutely. Empirical research does play this out that it
is beneficial to keeping families united. It helps reduce recidivism
rates. It helps reduce intergenerational crime. And it helps keep
the prisons in order, because it gives the prisoners something to
work toward.

KING: An outlook.

BOOKER: Yes. They're not a right that's given to everyone. They're
a privilege, so they have to be earned. So it's a way of prisons to
maintain passive control.

KING: Tim, have you ever cheat on your wife?

MCDONALD: No, I have not.

KING: Ever think about it?

MCDONALD: I've thought about it many times. KING: What
prevents you? She would never know?

MCDONALD: I probably -- I don't have any interest. I love my
wife. I admire her, I respect her and I just have not found that
interest in another woman.
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KING: Vernell, were you there when Richard Ramirez got married?

CRITTENDON: Yes, I was. I was actually part of the wedding
ceremony.

KING: He was known as what?

CRITTENDON: Richard Ramirez was known as the night stalker.
KING: The night stalker.

Well, who married them?

CRITTENDON: One of the staff in San Quentin as we do Justice of
the Peace-type ceremony.

KING: Don't a lot of people ask you, Tim, puzzled by why you
would enter into a marriage. You're handsome, young man. You're
still young. You're an airline pilot. And you got amazing
credentials.

(CROSSTALK)
MCDONALD: Well, I'm flattered and honored at 65.

KING: Don't a lot of people ask you, Tim, what do you get out of
this?

MCDONALD: No, they actually don't. Most people don't really --
they speculate behind, but nobody ever comes up to ask me, and
probably because I'm so up front about the fact that I love her. I
love her and respect her. And I get all the emotionally supportive
things that you get from any spouse or should get from any spouse.
But you're talking about in-house? Well, all right. But at my age,
it's easier to take than, say, if I was 35.

KING: Is it hard to be faithful, Pam?
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BOOKER: No. No. My marriage is the same with him inside as it
was with him outside.

KING: How?

BOOKER: We do things differently. I was faithful to him when he
was outside. I'm faithful to him now that he's inside. I will say,
however, that that family reunion program does make that easier.

KING: Of course, because you know you can have that.

BOOKER: Yes. I don't have to struggle with the dilemma that Tim
and some of the others might have about --

KING: Did it make things easier for you, James?

WHITEHOUSE: I was younger then, and it probably made a
difference. It wasn't hard to stay faithful to her when those were
discontinued. When you're in love with someone, you believe in
them, that's who you're thinking about. And as Tim said, if I had
cheated on her, no one would have known but me, and that would
have been too much.

KING: Vernell, is it true that Scott Peterson, the infamous Scott
Peterson, after being convicted of his wife's murder, had dozens of
women try to meet him?

CRITTENDON: Well, actually, I received a number of calls in the
office shortly after we had incarcerated Scott Peterson onto death
row. And yes, there were a number of them that were very
interested in trying to establish a romantic relationship with Scott
Peterson.

We'll be right back.

Another incredible story of a prison wife. Her husband serving a
life term.

Stay with us.
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(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: We'll spend a few moments in Tampa, Florida with Latoya
Marion, married to Cornelius Marion, who is 20 years into serving
a life sentence for grand theft auto and armed robbery. They've
been married for 14 years. And her story can be seen on that new
show we're talking about, "Prison Wives." It premiers Valentine's
night, Sunday night, February 14th, on the Investigation Discovery
Channel.

Latoya, how did you meet Cornelius?

LATOYA MARION, MARRIED TO CONVICTED MURDERER: I
met Cornelius through his cousin. I grew up with his cousin and --
and I just asked her one day, do you have any cousins I could talk
to?

KING: And he said, yes --
MARION: So we --
KING: -- he's in prison?

MARION: Yes. Well, she said I have two cousins and one have a
condition.

I said, what is that?

She said, he's imprisoned but he only have three more years to do.
So I was like, OK, maybe we can do the three years. I'll see what it's
about -- you know, what it's all about. I wrote him and found out
he had a life sentence. KING: But that didn't dissuade you.

MARION: It kind of, because the first thing I asked him, what did
you do, murder somebody?

And he was like, no, it was my score sheet -- you know, I had a
whole bunch of priors that Florida make you repay for. And so I
said, well, I'm going to re -- research your case and see if you're



221

telling the truth and if you're telling the truth, I'll help you fight to
the end. But if you're not, I'm going to leave you so.

KING: All right, you -- you're still with him.

Here's your husband, by the way, Cornelius, describing what it was
like hearing from you.

This is a clip from "Prison Wives" on Investigation Discovery.
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

CORNELIUS MARION, PRISONER: It was funny because one day
I just got a letter and I thought it was my cousin writing me. So
during count time I opened the letter and read it and a picture fell
out. And I -- who is this here?

I was a typical guy incarcerated, you know. I wasn't married,
single. And it was like, um, OK, you know, it probably won't
amount to nothing, but we'll see anyway.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: It sure did amount to something, 14 years.

Latoya, can you have a physical relationship in Florida?
MARION: No, we can't. If I could, I wouldn't fight his case.
(LAUGHTER)

KING: And what are you --

(LAUGHTER)

KING: What are you fighting for?

MARION: What I found out in his case is he was too tall to be the
suspect of a robbery case and, also, he had priors that he wasn't
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even arrested for, that was on his score sheet that belonged to
another man.

KING: Where do you stand in your fight?

MARION: We just won the court case January 20th before Judge
Susan Saxton (ph). She granted -- she took off a law that they was
trying to put on us called Latches -- the Doctrine of Latches, saying
the case was too old to even confront the evidence that was factual
evidence.

KING: So now you can confront it?

MARION: Yes. Now we go back on March 16th to get the score
sheet reduced from a life sentence to maybe about 20 years and he
walk out.

KING: Why did you marry someone in prison?

MARION: Because what happened is I was not intentionally trying
to marry him. My cousin had died and I felt like if I -- well, if -- you
just look at my life today. I was just going to college, and if I die,
what have I accomplished?

I had no kids, so I had nothing to lose. So that's why I married him.
I just took a chance.

KING: But how about the prospect of meeting men outside of
prison?

MARION: The men that I met outside of prison didn't have a plan.
This man had a plan. He was writing his cousin, so he wasn't
playing games with his cousin. He didn't know I was reading his
letters. So that's the reason why I was interested in him.

KING: Is it true that you carry around clothes in your car for the
day he gets out?

MARION: Yes, it's true.
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(LAUGHTER)

MARION: I have everything ready. I've been thanking God for his
EOS from the day I met him. I just -- that's -- that's the way of --
my symbolization of my faith for his release.

KING: Latoya what keeps you going in this?

MARION: Just God empowers me. He gave me the power to do it. I
just kept going to church and just kept thanking God, you know,
just kept fighting the injustice.

How could you walk away from the injustice?

So I had -- I mean, I was fighting really not for him, but the
injustice.

KING: Don't you miss being able to touch the man you love?
MARION: Yes, I cried every night. I burned, I cried, I screamed, I
hollered. I hate it. Then I just stopped crying one day and started
forgiving and started fighting the case.

KING: Good luck, Latoya.

We're going to follow up on this. MARION: OK. Great. Thank you.
KING: Latoya Marion.

By the way, why on Earth would someone marry a person, a
convicted criminal, no hope of getting out?

We're going to ask an expert what she thinks, next.
(COMMERCIAL BREAK)
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Tim holds on to a few things that help
him feel closer to Dion (ph).
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Found one of these in a scrap yard. That's
a prison toilet, came out of a jail in Madison County.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: He is actually trying to live in a space
and feel what I feel every night when I go to bed.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Remaining with us are Pam Booker, Tim McDonald and
James Whitehouse.

And joining us here in New York is Dr. Robi Ludwig,
psychotherapist, contributor to Care.com, a frequent guest on this
program.

What's your read on this?

DR. ROBI LUDWIG, PSYCHOTHERAPIST: You know, it's very
interesting. You know, it's very easy to judge and say oh my gosh,
these people are in prison, they're dangerous, how can anybody get
into this kind of relationship?

But the studies show that for women who get involved with these
men, these men are very seductive and attentive. And they can
really give attention to a woman in a way that a man who's busy in
life really can't. You know, a man who has a job, is working, is
juggling children, paying bills, is frazzled, is going out with the
guys, has a lot of freedom, probably won't focus on a woman in the
way that a man in prison will.

KING: Is Pam a little different since she was with her guy before he
went to prison?

LUDWIG: That is a little bit different. That is a different situation,
because they had a pre-existing relationship.

KING: All right.
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LUDWIG: It is different than somebody who becomes a pen pal
and then falls in love. KING: How do you explain Tim and James?

So I would love to know a little bit more about your background
and what it is you find appealing about this relationship?

What do you think drew you in?

KING: Tim?

MCDONALD: First, I don't consider her dangerous.
LUDWIG: OK.

MCDONALD: I don't -- I do not consider her dangerous. She has a
dependent personality disorder.

LUDWIG: Um-hmm.

MCDONALD: It's just battered women complex.

LUDWIG: OK.

MCDONALD: I have to say, though, that, really, she had two
children. They were 10 and 11. And I -- I -- I looked at those kids
and I said those kids are going to follow you to prison unless
something is done. And I guess I was just in a place in my life
where my kids were grown. I have two children -- I've got two
daughters, 31 and --

KING: Well, that's the caretaker approach.

MCDONALD: You're correct.

LUDWIG: Yes.

(CROSSTALK)

LUDWIG: And that's so --
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(CROSSTALK)

LUDWIG: There was something about taking care of young
children that probably resonated with you. It was something you
were good at. So you can feel like a good man in this role. And
everybody wants to feel good about themselves.

KING: How about James Whitehouse, though, married to the late
Susan Atkins, a Manson family disciple?

LUDWIG: Yes, you know it's -- it's -- a lot of it is who does this
person remind you of?

And in some cases, if you are drawn to somebody -- in most cases,
who are -- you know, who's dangerous, in a -- in a way you're
protecting yourself. You're with a dangerous personality, but there
are boundaries that keep you protected. And then for the person
who's notorious, a celebrity of sorts, that personality says, you
know what, I like the idea of being with a celebrity and I'm
probably not going to be with a regular celebrity. I might get an
autograph, but I'm not going to get a marriage proposal.

So the opportunity to be with somebody who makes history in
some way is a powerful pull for some people.

KING: James, you buy any of that?
WHITEHOUSE: No.
KING: She was a celebrity.

WHITEHOUSE: Yes, but this is the second show in 24 years I've
ever been on and -- and the only reason I've come on this show and
the other show is when Susan was fighting for her compassionate
release.

What drew me to Susan initially was -- was I helped kicking this
addictive disorder while I was fighting for my life. I once told
someone that when you're drowning, you don't pay attention to
who's throwing a life preserver to you.
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After I got to meet her, I was just overcome with the number of
people that she touches of a -- or of lives she touches. And -- and
because of her notoriety, ironically. And I wanted to be a part of
that. I -- I had gotten a little older and -- and realized that that's
really how you define yourself in life, isn't by how many TV shows
your on, it's how many lives you touch. And she was able to do that
in -- in a way that few of us have an opportunity to do.

KING: James seems like a very good man, Robi.

LUDWIG: Yes. And -- and I'm certainly not saying that these
people aren't --

KING: So does Tim.
LUDWIG: -- good people.
KING: So does Pam.

LUDWIG: They all seem like lovely people. They're -- they're lovely
to sit next to and everybody --

(CROSSTALK)

LUDWIG: -- and everybody certainly has their story. And what you
find with these relationships is a mental connection more than a
physical connection.

KING: We're going to connect you with Pam's husband in a
minute.

Imagine if someone asks you about your spouse and you say
they're in prison for life. The social stigma of prison husbands and
wives face, right after this.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

(NEWS BREAK)
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(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP)

PAM BOOKER, MARRIED TO MAN SERVING LIFE IN PRISON:
My name is Pam. I'm 48 years old. My husband Lance is in prison
serving life without parole.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Pam Booker married her husband
Lance just weeks before he was in prison for first degree murder.

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Lance Booker got a fair trial and he's in
prison for the rest of his life.

LANCE BOOKER, PRISONER: I didn't kill anybody, and they
know I didn't.

P. BOOKER: I just whisper to myself, hey baby, I'm here.

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: But how long can Pam fight for her
husband and their family?

P. BOOKER: The very thought that he may die in prison is
unbearable.

(END VIDEO CLIP)

KING: Now, Pam, your husband says he's innocent.

Let's take a look at him talking about his role in the crime.
Watch.

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP FROM "PRISON WIVES," COURTESY
INVESTIGATION DISCOVERY)

LANCE BOOKER, PRISONER: I'm sitting here with two natural
life sentences without the possibility of parole, alone with an eight
and a third to 25 and I didn't kill nobody. I didn't. I didn't kill
anybody. And they know I didn't.

(END VIDEO CLIP)
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KING: That's got to drive you nuts, right?

He didn't -- he was there, but he didn't kill anybody. He was
sleeping in the car.

BOOKER: Yes.
KING: He wrote you a, what, a poem?

BOOKER: Yes, this is a poem he wrote that kind of sums it up the
way someone doing life without parole is feeling.

It's: "Look at me and tell me what do you see? My eyes tell the sad
story of a man who has been hurt countless times. Do you see my
pain? I wake up everyday in a prison cell alone and cold. Can you
feel my pain?

They said life without parole. That means forever. Can you
understand my pain?

What about my children, my wife, my mother, brothers, sisters?
But most of all, what about me?

No one -- no one can ever see, feel or understand my pain. I feel it
every day and now my life feels like a rainy day each and every day.
The pain will never end because they said life without parole."

KING: Has he got a good lawyer?

BOOKER: We -- right now we're in between lawyers. We've gone
from having what we thought was a very good lawyer who is,
historically, in his career, but made a mistake in Lance's trial, to
having an appellate lawyer who wasn't so good.

KING: Yes.

Tim, is -- there's a manikin in the front window of your house
dressed as a bride?
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MCDONALD: Right.

KING: What is that all about?

MCDONALD: There -- it's not -- she's not there right now.
KING: Oh.

MCDONALD: But, actually, I bought a house in Huntington,
Tennessee and the people I bought it from, the woman had a
wedding dress business and she had a manikin. And I was there
trying to get married. At that time, we had just applied to the
prison system for permission to marry.

And I said to my wife, I said, do you need a wedding dress?

And she says, I can't wear it.

But I said, well, you know what, I'll bet you I can get you a wedding
dress.

I did. I got her a wedding dress. I got her one she liked. But it has
to stay on that manikin in the house.

KING: Why wouldn't the prison let her wear one?

MCDONALD: I think you'd have to ask the prison system. They
will not allow her -- they would not allow her to get a ring. I could
not carry a ring in to her.

KING: What is she going to do with a ring?

(CROSSTALK)

KING: I mean what's --

MCDONALD: I mean, you know, in other words, I carried this ring
in --

KING: You wear a wedding ring?
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MCDONALD: Yes. I carried this ring in. I carried it on this finger
and then I allowed her to slip it over. But they would not allow me
to carry in a ring for her.

KING: She can't wear a ring?
MCDONALD: No.

KING: So there's a lot of things about this that there -- there's no
payoff for these people, Robi?

LUDWIG: There is a payoff. I mean how --

KING: There is?

LUDWIG: How can you say there's no payoff?

People don't do things without a payoff. So it's not traditional, but.
You know, you have couples who are not living in the same home
together. But there are lots of different ways for people to feel
intimate. And sometimes people can feel more intimate and more
connected if their situation is unusual or if there is a challenge
involved, where you have to work toward being with someone
psychologically.

And, also, some of these people in prison, they write beautifully.
They're very romantic. They're in need of feeling that connection.
And that's very powerful for some people.

KING: Some spouses of felons keep pleading the loved ones' cases.
We'll examine that in our remaining moments.

Don't go away.

(COMMERCIAL BREAK)

KING: Pam, you keep fighting, right, though?
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BOOKER: Oh, yes.

KING: You don't let up?

BOOKER: No, never.

KING: Even though it seems hopeless at times?

BOOKER: Hope is all we have. It's hope that gets us through each
day.

KING: What keeps you going, Tim?

MCDONALD: Hope, of course. But what keeps me going, I --
probably just a unwillingness to walk away, even -- no, I won't do
it. I love her --

KING: Can she ever get out?

MCDONALD: The -- if -- yes, with the proper set -- sure, she can
get out. Anybody can get out --

KING: But it would need to be commuted, right?

MCDONALD: But it's going to have to be something other than the
legal system --

KING: Have you written --
MCDONALD: -- maybe a change of law.
KING: -- to the governor of Tennessee?

MCDONALD: You know, I have written him many times about the
children.

KING: For what?

What -- wanting what for the children?
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MCDONALD: Uh --

KING: To let their mother out?

MCDONALD: I think the system should pay a little more attention
to the children of the prisoners and see that those children don't
follow their parents to prison.

LUDWIG: I agree with that.

KING: Yes, that's weird.

LUDWIG: Because they can identify with their parents --

KING: Because there's no interest in the children?

LUDWIG: Well, not only that --

(CROSSTALK)

LUDWIG: -- but children can identify with the -- their parents and
say -- think that they're bad just because they have a parent that's
in prison.

BOOKER: And generalize it --

(CROSSTALK)

BOOKER: You know, the thing is --

(CROSSTALK)

BOOKER: -- when a person does time, we all do time. My husband
is not the only one doing time. We all are, including his kids.

KING: James, do you want to get married again?
WHITEHOUSE: I hadn't thought about it.

KING: Do you think about Susan a lot?
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WHITEHOUSE: All the time. She's only been -- it's only been 100 -
- 100 and so many days since she passed away.

KING: What did she die of?

WHITEHOUSE: It was a malignant brain tumor. They told me I
had a couple of days to say good-bye to her and she stayed with us
for over 18 months.

KING: All right. Did they get you to be with her at the end?

WHITEHOUSE: I was lucky enough to spend a lot of time with her
in the last -- during those 18 months. And, yes, the last day I spent
all day with her --

KING: Because she --
WHITEHOUSE: -- before she passed away.
KING: She passed away in a prison hospital?

WHITEHOUSE: Yes, a skilled nursing facility in Central California.
Incredible workers -- their aides and nurses really took good care
of her.

KING: Robi, these are all regular nice people, right?

And we have a misconception that they're somehow very needy or
there's something wrong if you marry someone who's incarcerated.

LUDWIG: Well, it's not ideal. I mean, you wouldn't want it for your
kids. I wouldn't want it for mine. And -- there -- there is a
subgroup of people who certainly have personality disorders, either
they're vulnerable or depressed or they had a parent who was
abusive and -- and so they're drawn to certain personalities.

But I think you'd need to look at everybody's story before making a
judgment. That's what we've learned here. KING: Tim, I would bet
when you were up in the skies for Northwest flying a 747 to Japan,
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if someone had said to you, by the way, Tim, you're going to marry
a lady who's in prison for life, you would have done what you're
doing now, right?

(LAUGHTER)

MCDONALD: I would have said, you're crazy.

LUDWIG: But, look, he gets to be a hero. He was a hero in the sky
and now he gets to be a hero with his wife and his wife's kids.

MCDONALD: Thank you.

LUDWIG: Yes.

MCDONALD: That's very nice of you.
KING: That's right. You've got -- so there's --
(CROSSTALK)

KING: -- there's the payoff.

(CROSSTALK)

MCDONALD: I'm glad somebody thinks so.
LUDWIG: That's how he --

MCDONALD: I'm glad somebody thinks so.
LUDWIG: -- sees himself. He is a hero.

KING: If I would have said to you, Pam, 10 years ago, you're going
to be married to a convict?

BOOKER: I would have also told you, you were crazy. I could have
never (INAUDIBLE) --
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KING: All right, James, you're going to marry someone was
involved in -- in the Manson murders?

WHITEHOUSE: No, I wouldn't have thought that. No.

KING: Hey, you should -- we all should watch this. "AC 360" starts
right now.
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